THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Flithe SSunday SSchool.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON VIL.

—

Feb, 16, . . TN f Palms, i
b} THEIVAY OF THE RIGHTROUS. { Pl

GOLLRN TkXT.—** But the path of the just /s as the
shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
petfect day."”—Pro. iv. 18.

HOME STUDIES.
M. Ps. cix. 1-8.......The undefiled {n the way,
T, Prov, iv. 14-27.....The path of the just,
W, Ps. cix. 33-43.....Delight in the law.
Th, Jer, xvii. §-14....." Planted by the waters.”
F. {ob xxi. 7-20.......'* A8 stubble before the wind.”
S. Ps. xxxvii. 1-20..... The days of the upiight.
S, Ps. 1 1-6.......... The way of the righteous,

HELYPS TO STUDY.

Of the authorship of this Psalm we know aothing
absolutely certain, It has been attubuted with some pro-
bability, to Solomon ; and was certamly wnitten before the
time of Jeremtah, who refers to it—Jer. xvii. 5.8,  The way
of the righteous is described in contrast wath the way of the
ungodly.

1. Tur Way oF THE RIGUTEOUS :—Verses 1-3.

As the psalmist contemplates the character and reward of
the godly, he exclaims in admirativn and joy, Blessed,
titerally, ** Ob, the blessedness ! Jesus has unfolded this
beatitude in the Sermon on the Mount.  In both places the
blessedness is set forth as resting upon character.  Theright-
eous 18 first describeo negatively,  The way he does not go
in, is pointed out.  Notc the gradation in this description; it
is threefold.  We have, first, thiee degrees of Aabit—walk-
eth, standeth, sitteth : then three degrees of evil in the
character—the ungodly, the word literally expresses the un-
rest, disquictude of an evil disposition—Isai. lvi. 20; sin.
nets, workers of iniquity ; scorness, who openly avow and
teach wvil, v aile they despise and rtevile what is good :
lastly, three degives of the manifestation of evii—the coun-
sel, the secret purpose of the heart 5 the way, the daily hife
and conversation ; the seat, which is equivalent here to the
social assembly, where they meet to talk folly and plan
wickedness. Thus men living iu sin go from bad to worse.
Resist the beginnings of evil.

The rightcous man avoids evil, because he loves good.
Mere negative goodness is of little worth, indeed 1s impossi-
ble. It was an old saying, that *‘ nature abhors 2 vacuum.”
Leave the heart and life empty, and evit will ill them, To
expel evil desires and affections, you must implant holy and
righteous ones.  Mere prohibition of evil 1s not enough.
Thcrc must be the constraint and attraction of guodness re-
vealed to the heart to draw it.  Hence the blessed man is
not one merely restrained by prohibitions (rom evil, but he
is one whose delight is in the law of the Lord. e
serves not by constraint, but willingly,  lle is not com-

Hed by duty, but led by desire and delight.  He 15 not
ike Ulysses chained to the mast, while still longing for the

\easures of the Sitens. Ps. cxix. 47; Rom. wvu. 22,

pon this l]aw he meditates; he marks, leatns and in-
wardly digests. It thus becomes the food and nourishment
of thelife. In it is his study by day ; of it is his reverie by
night. The psalmist thus poinis out in verse 2 the source
of the good man's life and strength, the directory by which
he walks, the staffl by which he is sustained, the hidden
sources whence his vigour and happiness proceed, God's
will revealed in His law and word.  We must meditate
upon something; let it be good.  Phil. iv. 8. In the
thoughts of the heart, words anu acts take their beginning.
We are commanded therefore, *‘Keep thy heart above all
keeping.” o Prov.av, 23. How? **Let thine heart retain
my words.  Get wisdom, she shall keep thee.”  Prov. iv.

A vivid and beautiful comparison. Like a tree,—illus.
trates the life, growth, beauty, usefulne.s and permanency
of righteous character. No tree is named here, but else-
where the righteous is compared to the three which were the
glory of Palestine. ¢ The righteous shall flousish like the

alm.” Psalm xcii. 12. It is noble and beautiful. Song of

ol. vil. 6, 7. 1t is evergreen, grows on steadily from cen-
tury.to century. Itis never moved from its uptightness s
the wind cannot sway it, nor heavy weights bend it, It

rows in deserts, but must be fed by springs. 1t bears its
st fruitin old age. Ps. xcii. 14. It is most useful, indis-
pensable in the countries in which it grows.

‘* He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon ; beauty, frag-
rance, permanence, A perennial growrh,

‘¢ His beauty shall be as the olive.” 1os, xiv. 6. Al
three set forth the two points inststed on in our lesson. (1),
The source of the Christian's Jife ; rivers of water, the per-
ennial streams, the fountains of living water. John vii.
37-39 3 Isa. v, 1; Jer. ii. 13. Hence his leaf whithers not,
his strength and freshness do not fail, because there is in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. (2.)
The result and purpose of the Christian's life—fruit, Gal. v.
22, Fruitis the result of life, In Christ is our life, there-
fore first come to Him. The husbandman looks for fruit,
Is.v. 2, The barren, useless tree will be destroyed.  Luke
xiti. 9. Whatsoever the righteous man docth shall pros-
per. Hemay meet with many misfortunes and tempta-
tions 3 but though all appear to be aguinst him (Gen. xiii.
36), they are truly and altimately for him. Rom. viii. 28.
The only true basis of enduting prosperity is righteousness.
All other is a detusion.

II. Tuk Way or Ttk UnxGobLy.——Vers, 4.6
Their character and condition is the reverse of that of
the sighteous, ‘fheir character is confirmed tv evil; their
delight is not in God's law, but ia  sclf-will, and woildly,
and sinful pleasures.  ‘Their meditation is not upon goud,
but their thoughts are occupicd with evil desires and pur-
poses.

32; Mat, iii, 12, ten the day of Judgment and separa-
tion cometh, the ungodly shall not stand; puilty, sclf-
condemned, they shall be speechless,  They slml.i no longer

for the fire.”
Utter ruin, hopeless desolation, shall overtake them, and
not a wrack shall be left belund,  Prov. xiv. 12, 32,

Lord knoweth,
when we wander, lift us when we stumble, encowrage and |

remember ** He knoweth the way that I ake.”
10.

ACTINVIIY NOI ENERGY.

There are some men whose failure to succeed in life is a
problem to others, as well as to themselves.  They ase in-
dustrious, prudent and econumcal ; yet, after a long hife of
striving, old age finds them sull poor. They complain of
itl tluch.  They say that fate 1s always aginst them.  But
the fact is that they miscarry, because they have mistaken
mere activity for energy.  Confounding two things cssen.
ually diffcrent, they have supposed that, f they were always
busy, they would be certain to be advanang their fortunes.
They have forgotten that uusdurected labour 1s but waste ol
activity, ‘The person who wouid succeed is like a matks-
man firing at a target ; of his shots muss the mark, they are
a waste of powder. Do n the great game of hife, what a
man does must be made to count, or might almost as well
have been left undone.  Everybody knows some one 1in us
circle of friends who, though always active, has this wantof
energy.  The distemper, of we may call it such, exhibits
iself in various ways.  [n some cases the man has werely
an executive capacity, when he should have a dsrective one,
In other words he makes a capntal clerk of lnmself when he
ought to do the thinking of the busimess. In other cases
what is done is not done cither at the nght ume or in the
ugeht way.,  Enequy, cortectly understood, 15 actinty pro-
portioned to the end.

THE WIFE'S SECRET.

“1 wil tell you the seciet of our happy married life,”
said 2 gentleman of threescore and ten.  *“ \\e Iave been
married forty years; my brde was the belle of New York
when I maraied her, and though { loved her for herself,
still, a beautiful flower is all the lovelier poised in an ex-
quisite vase. My wife hnew tius, and true to her genuine
iefinement has never, in all these forty years, appeared at
the table or altowed me 10 see her less carcfully dressed than
during the days of our honeymoon.  Sume nught call this
foolish vamuty ; 1 call 1t real womanliness. 1 presume |
should not have ceased to love her bad she followed the ex-
ample of many others, and, considenng the every-day life
of home necessanly devoid of beauty, allowed herself 10 be
.arcless of such small matters as dressing for her hushand's
eye; but love is increased when we are proud  of the object
loved, and to-day I am more proud of wy beautful wife
with her silver hair and gentle face than of the bride whose
loveliness was the theme of every torgue.  Any young lady
can win alover; how fewcanlkee, them such after years
of manried hfe.” . . . .

In all the httle courtesics of life ; in all that makes one
attractive and charming, in thoughttulness of others and
forgetfulness of self, every home should be begun and con-
tinued. Men should be more careful to sympathize and
protect the wife than the bride—more wilhing to pick up
her scissors, hand her the paper, or carry her packages than
if she were a young lady; and asno lady would for a
moment think of controlling the movements and engage-
wments of a young gentleman, weither should she do so when
he is her husband. If by making herself bnght and attrace
tive she fails to hold Jum, compulsion will only driive him
farther from her. I do not believe 1t possible to retaun the
friendship of any one by demanding it. I do not beheve 1t
possible to lose it by bewmg loveable.~Adlance.

Boru the Kirk and Frce Church of Scotland have sent
clergymen to Cypius to estabilish missions or churches.

THERE is a falling off of $20,000 in receipts of the Free
Church Sustentation Fund dunng the past seven months.

THER® is a religious scet in Russia called ** Helpers,”
concerming whom the spics of the Government testified that
“‘they never drank, sworc, lied, orgot in debt,”

ACCORDING to the Religious Herald there are now 160,«
000 Baptist members in North Carolina, being one.seventh
of the population. The number of white and coloured church
members are nearly equal.  Over 9,000 were added to the

They cannot be compared to the tree, but to the
chaff—light and frivolouy, soon to be separated from the
wheat—uscless, unfit to e dnven before the wind or con.

sumed in the fire.  fob, xvi. 185 Ps. xxxv. 53 Prov. xiv.
W ' by other people. - - Macaulay.

abide in the congregation of the righteous, but hke the | S
tares, shail he taken away from the wheat, Matt. xiv.  *“Thg | fidence for the future.~I2lliam Jay.
chall, while united with the wheal, enjoys some privileges |
for the wheat's sahe, but dwded off ftom 1, 1 is cast out ; tured windows.  Standing without, you see no glory nor
Even the way of the ungadly shall perish. {

Inl
happy contrast is the way of the righteous, which the |

comfort us shen we walk in darkness and have no light, to}

coloured churches last year.

G>leanings.

“Tur Lowd Joveth a cheerful giver ;" but there’s no use

Lehucking a copper cent o the contributior box loud
1 enough to make the folks on the back seat thin, the com.

munion seivice has tumbled off the altar. "~ Argonant.

I 1AVE never been able to discover that a man is at all
the watse for bung attacked.  One foolish hine of lus own
does bims more harm than the ablest pamphlets against him

1k that knows haw to pray has the secret of support in

]
]lroublc. and of rehief from anxiety ; the power of soothing

wm every care, and filling the soul with entite trust and con.
CHRISTIAN futh is a grand cathedial with divinely pice

can possibly imagine any; standing witlun, evay ray of
bight seveals a hanwony of unspeakable splendor.

CHrMisTs tells us that a single grain of ghe substance
called iodine will impart color to several thousand times its

He knoweth them that are His, them that | weipht of water, 1t is so 1 higher things—one companion,
trust e Fhase 2 Tin ai, 123 Neho o 70 1t will recall us

one book, one habit, may affect the whale of hife and char-
acter.

WHAT a marvellous salvauonisthus ! Christ takes a worm

t e
Job. xaut. j of the dust and transforms it into an angel ; a black and de-
¢ formed thing, and makes it matchless i glory, peerless in
! beauty, and fit to be the companion of seraphs ! Oh, my

soul, stand and adnure this blessed twuth of salvation by
Christ.—Spurgeon,

A SKEPTICAL young collegian confronted an old Quaker
with a statement that he did not believe in the Bible.  Sawd
the Quaker, ** Does thee believe in France?”  **Yes; for
though I have not scen it, I ha‘e seen others that have.
Besides, there is plenty of corrolorative proof that such a
country does exist.”  * Then thee will nat believe anything
thee or others have not seen?”’ * No, 1o be sure 1 won't,
* Did thee ever see thine own brains 2" ¢ No.” **Ever
see anybody thut did 2 “*No.”  ** Does thee belicve thee
has any 2"

As the tremulous needle, however easily it may be affect-
ed by foreign influences, never ceases to vinate bl it tinds
rest in the centre of attraction, so the sensitive soul of the
Christian, too easily disturbed by external forces, finds no
test but in God.  If for 2 moment the enemy is penmuted
10 harass with accusations of guilt, in Him it finds pardon
and peace.  In weakness it turns to Hun for strength 3 n
darkness, for light ; in trials, {ur ditection.  Under all cir-
cunstances, it never fails to find in God an all-sufficient
and sustaining porion.

17 should be pointed out with continual camestness that
the essence of lying is in deception, not i words 3 a hie may
be told by silence, by equivacatwn, by the accent on a syl-
fable, by a glance of the eye attaching a pecaliar significance
to a sentence ; and all these kinds of hies are worse and
baser by many degrees than a lie plainly worded; so that
no form of blhinded conscience is so far surk as that which
comforts itself for having deceived, because the deception
was by gesture or silence 1nstead of utterance, and finally,
accordhng to Tennyson’s trenchant hine, *‘ A lie which is
half a truth 15 ever the worst of lies.—ARuskn,

AWHATEVER you lry to do in hife, try with all your heart
10 do it well ; whatever you devote yourself to, devote your-
self to it completely.  In great aims and small, be thor-
oughly 1 earnest.  Never beheve it pssible that any na-
tural or improved ability can claim immunity from the com-
panonship of the steady, plain, hard-wo.king qualities, and
hope to gain its end. There is no such thing as fulilment
on this earth. Some happy talent and some fortunate op-
portumty may fotm the two happy sides of the ladder on
which some men mount, but the rounds of that ladder must
be made of material to stand wear and tear; and there is
no substitute for thoraugh-poing ardent, sincere carnestness.
Never put the hand to anything on which you cannot throw
your whole self ; never affect depreciation of your work,
whatever it is.  These you will find golden rules.—i¥averly
Mayusine.

WHAT is sin in its nature 2 Sin is the violation of God's
Jaw, and yrt to our blinded eyes sin still remains unseen.
Would that we could describe sw, but wecannot.  Qurown
vision is too dim to see more than barely its outhines, and
our pen too fecble to gortmy it. Decency and shame are
unknown toit. It unblushingly defies and insults the infinite
One. It remorselessly treads in the mite man made in the
smage of God.  There is nota virtue it does not despoil,
nor a blessing it does not despise. It enters our dwellings
and smites with moral leprosy the holiest things, It im-
pregnates with its virus the Jittle child, and sends the youth
abroad to work ruin wherever he goes. There is nothing
so sacred in heaven that it will not menace it, nor is there
anything on carth so pure and beautiful as to find protection
against its assaultsand insults,  Who can number the groans
it has extorted from man, or the tears it has made to flow?
It has made carth to travail with pain, and to bring forth
sorrow. Evilonly has sin produced.  But so insinuating is
sin, and so open to its approaches is our fallen nature, that
though man’s spirit may be quickened by a touch of the Di-
vine, yet tabernaching in the flesh, he is intoxicated and de-
filed by it.— Tke Sabbath Recorder.

BDirths, Warddages and Deaths,

DIED. ¢
At Stanfold, Que..on the 10th inst. Eliza Layficld, wife
of A. D. Campbell, aged 48 years.




