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that tlxeir own body slxould take a fair sharo of the toil. The truc test of a
church ouglit to be the ivork which it did."1

At this meieting-, one of those liberal offers which we are aecustonied to,
liear of aliost every session vas mnade by Mr. IL. 0. WilIs, of Bristol, te,
coatribute £300 to, the fuads of the Society if fine other gentlemen would
do the saine. We observed that three other naines were mientioned as having
responded to this offer, but it was flot stated if the wûole amount was
mnade up.

One of the most important papers rend at the meeting was by Mr. 'Morley,
on (Jbapel Trust Deeds, tlheir charaeter, custody, and influence upon the life
of the body. The paper vas evideatly most carefully prepared, and is
deserving of close attention in this country as well as in England. It is of the
last importance that the trust deed of a chapel should be carefully dr-ai, and
flot encunibered with any proviso which niay be a drag upon the life of the
church. Ia the matter cf truýtees, more than one of our churches are in the
atinalous position of having trustees who have for years ceascil to bc enc-
bers of the church, aud who m ay be actually hostile to it, yet 'who cannot be
rcinovcd bub. by an application to Cbaneery, a proceeding iin ne way desirabie.
It is as easy to make provision for this when drawing up a deed, ns it, is
difficuit, to, remedy it subsequently. It is also important that proper care
sbould be given to the custody of the deeds. We have an impression that
as littie real care is takea of them hiere as vas found in some of the Englisi
chapels. On the one point of the stringency of the trust deeds, me se fully
agtree with Mdr. Morley that we quote bis own words:

" 1. Ia many cf thein I bave found introduced provisions which are quite ir-
reconcileable -with our most cherisbied principles. Thus 1 have inyseif seen a
deed withia the last six months, in which the power of appciating the minister
to a chapel unas vested not in the ebureli-menibers or spiritual persons as wve are
accustonied te consider tbem, but in the seat-holders; a money payaient entitling,
them to this privilege. Not unfrequently the apeintaxent is in the trustees, v-ho
tbus supersede the functions of the Church. 2. ia many cf themn there is mucîx
that 18 unnecessaay. Thus I remember a deed ia -which a clause wvas iaserted
presçeribing 'iviere and by wbom the key of the building should be lkept, a detail
w-hiehi miglit surely have been left te tbe ehurcli and its officers. With ail defer-
ence for some cf our existing medels, I venture to submit whether itis neeessarv
thiat the exact mode cf appropriation cf the pew-rents, the service of occasional
rainisters, &c., sbould be the sul'ject cf clauses, and wihetber these and similar
sul~Jects may net be covered by the general pbirasr', "accerding to the usages, &C.»
wlt bout fürther definiKon. 3. 1 shall, I tbink, carry 'ivith mue the sympathies cf
tis assembly in expressing gratification that it is ceising te be a custom, among
lis te prescribe that the minister shial, whea called upen, be required to declaro
in icriting bis adherence te certain -'doctrines and order,"- a provision wlîich
needlessly exposes him te disrespect and anneyance. 4. 1 venture to add that it
is nîy earnest desire that it sbould bc '-ery carefully considered w-hether it is %vise
and righit te render s0 proruinent in or trust deeds or practice cf " ptedobaip-
tistix," in tbe presence cf a very %ide-sprèad, and as 1 hope, inereaing desire to
combine the two sections into wbicb Coufgregationalists are divided. The con-
troversy 15 cone whvich is bequeathed te us- w-ith bistorical bitteraess, and in rela-
tion te it differences have beea exaggerated. Wben w-e insert in our legal
instruments thc pbrase Il'being p:edohaiptists.-" w-e are nnt. only preventing at the
preFent tiine tbe admission on equal termis cf or bretliren wlho are Jiaptiats; but

.~. .*, - - - ,. PVIIP.w- are binding or successors neyer te
w-elcorne tbemn on such ternis, "ant all imes for ever bèreafter.> It may bo that
tbe l3aptists w-ill net conie-that they 'vill persist in being separate-but whvy
sbould w-e render iL impossible, w-hatevcr nîay happen, that they sbould on equal
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