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crosse the price of bread; publie men would be likely Wo

proteat because of the irritation likely Wo arise with other

countries. I know of nothing that Britain could do that

would be more helpful to us in building up Canada, and 1

know of nothing that would do more W s ftrengthen the

relations between us and the mother country.
As rerafrds the relations of the people of this continent, 1
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hink Canadians understand the temperamentctoAeni-ir
cans; botter than it is understeod in Great Britain, and this the

istrengthons the hope that neyer se long as time endures shall si

the armies of Great Britain and the United States confront h
each other in battle array or their navies plcugh the interven-th

ng ecean for purposes of mutual destruction. We are closing bu,

the nineteenth century in a most significant confiict between HE,

the forces of civilization sud barbarism. You are ondeavor- WC

ing te establish a highor grade cf citizonship in your Spanish d

possessions. Britain is similarly employed in South Afica.

Should the nineteeuth century close with a vicWory in both M'

cases, as 1 trust it may, the new century ncw 80 near will se,

open iW portals Wo many thousands cf the human race te Pi

whem liberty was hereWofore a more phantasy cf the imagin- fol

ation. s
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THE AUSTRALIAN ELECTIONS. ti

Returus cf the first general election in the Commonwealth P

of Australia are uew complete, snd we may form an estimat

cf the chanacter or cf the probable policy cf the body which e'

will assemble in the presence cf the Duke cf Cornwall on May b

9. As was a foregone conclusion, the election turued chiefly bi

on the issue cf the tariff. Hitherto one cf the chief States has

been protectionist and another has prscticed free trade. The v~

cltfficulty cf harmonizing divergent tariff views or forming aa

compromise between theni was the chief obstacle Wo the union0

cf the States inte a commonwealth. And se, it natursllye

and iuevitably came te pass that the first edoctoral battle in

the new nation was fought oven that issue.1

The result cf the election is somewhst complex, but on the

whoe must be considered a decidod victory for protection.

Certsinly Mr. Reid, the free trade leader, is left in' a minority,

whie Mr. BarWon, the head cf the prosent Goverument, will

meet Congress with a gcod working majoity at his back, and

ho Is pledged Wo the enactment cf a proteetive tariff. In the

Senate, which contains thirty-six members, there will be six-

teen free traders, nine prctectionists, three moderatos, three

high tariff mon, two labor free traders, and three labor pro-

tectionists. Classing the moderates ou the side cf a tariff fer

at least incidentai protection, the signment will be:- Froc

traders, eighteen ; protecticnists, eighteen-a tie. In the

lieuse cf Represontativos, which contain seventy-fivo mem-

bers, there will be twenty-four free traders, twelve protoc-

tionist, five laber free traders, one labor protecticuist, seven

moderatos, four labor mon, and twenty-two high tariff mon.

Holding in aboyance the four laber mon as unknown quanti-

tics on the tarif' issue, we have a general signment cf twenty-

nine in favon cf free trado sud forty-two in favor cf a pnotec-

tive tariff.
It bas been agreed on both sides that, for the sake cf

industry and commerce, which are ncw haîf paralyzed wîth

nncertalnty, the tariff shall be taken in hand and enacted

during the first session cf Congress. We may expect te see

ne more obstruction on the part cf the free traders, who wil

exorcise meroly the citical and restraining functions cf a

iegitImM~e opposition. It is, moreovor, realized by ail that,

with a t.venue of more than $40,000,000 abselutely necessary

W koep the young nation in a solveift state, free trade is

practically impossible. It seems practically certain that the

iow British nation will begin its career undor s protectivo

tariff.-New York Tribune.,

Mir. 1. J. Hartman, postmaster at Dawson City, whule in

>ronWo a few days ago pointed out the many opportunities

trade development in the Yukon, which Canadian manu-

turers and merchants seem to, have overlooked. The great

iding companies in the territory are the Alaska Commercial,

eNorth America Trading & Transportation Co. , and

milar American concerns, which monopolize a large part of

ý supply trade. It is natural that these companies should

y in the United States, where their interests are, but Mr.

artman thinks that if Canadian manufacturers and nierchants

>uld send their travellers to Dawson City, as the Americans

large orders would result. The first stepp Wwards mend-

ig existing conditions is te send up good representatives te

e what the people want, and how it sbould be put up.

>rticularly is this the case in regard Wo food supplies. Butter

r use in the Yukon Territory has to be manufactured from

oerilizod creani, and put in sealed tins. Canadian producers

ivo horetoforo not been able to supply it in this form, and

he result is that the trade has gone to United States. finms.

rof. Robertson, Wo whom Mr. Hartman mentioned this, says

iat the North-wost creamenies have now the facilities for

mtoring inWo this trade.

American canned meats are used almost oxclusively, there

eing some prejudice against Canadian meats, on account cf

bhe style cf packing. That Canadian meats could be sold

oery largely is proed by the fact that the bacon used is

almost entiroly Canadian. The market is a very large

one, for the Yukon Territory produces practicaily ne

eatables.
The Alaska Commercial Cc. alone, at the close of

navigation last season carried a stock worth $2,000,000, the

bulk being foodstuifs.

In machinery, chiefly boilers, piping for thawing purposes,

Iiydraulic pumps and' rubber hose, there is a tremendous

market, and this, Mr. Hartman believes, will steadily increase,

for the country,. in his opinion, is stili in its infancy. Ho is

very sanguine that quartz mining will shortiy begin on a large

sosIe. The mineral rosourcos are not confinod te gold, how-

ever. President S. H. Graves, cf the White Pass Raiiwsy,

Wold Mr. Hartman rccently that he believod there would be

a smelter within twc years at White Herse Iass to handle the

large copper deposits there. Conditions are most favorable,

as the coal and copper are only a few miles apart. Coal frcm

up the Klondike will be used Wo a cocsiderablo, extent in

Dawscn City noxt.winter, and there shculd be a large market

for ceai stoves, the sWoves used hereWofore being suitablo for

burning wood. In ail linos cf general hardware there are big

opportunities for doing business. Two finms, which have

made a solid footing in this trade are Canadian, Adair l3res.,

formorly cf Toronto, and MeL.,ellan & McFeely. Owing te,

the sottling cf partitions through the thawing cf the ground

in summer time, it is difficult Wo do any plastering, and cotWon

and paper are used very largely now te, fill the chinks. Sheet

metal, if intreducod, would fill the demand admirably, and

make a neat interior. There shouid be a big trado in it.

Brick houses will be built this summer, the practicability cf this

having been testod, and a large brick-making plant went in

over the ice during the winter. Brick houses wiii become

commen, and furnaces will be needed for theni. Canadian

manufacturers shculd supply all that is: needed in this

respect. In goods for personal wear, clothing is- still

1largely Amenican, while Canadians control, the boot and she

trade.

THE YUKON TRADE.


