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not for their sakes slone, but were intended therefore 1o suppose that all that the Chris-‘attendanco at such mectings is not to be
for the benefit of believers in every age and:tian requires is feith alone—thet fuith, considered as a work of supercrogation.
uder every variety ®F circumstanees.  This namely, of which tie Apos:le James speaks, We can unever pray enough.  The exhorta-
command then or rather this invitation, has'—and that the posscssion of it will super-<tion is *pray without ceasing.”  Being
comc down to our times,~—it is addressed o sede every exertion on cur part.  We must dead in trespasses aud sins, in the sight of
us who profess to be Clrist's followers nore s Jabour and wrestle, to make our calling and God all our geed works ure but g * filthy
and surely it is an inmvitation which, if we'clection swe; for although God is bountiful..rags,"—«till we are not te withhold our-
believe in the divine chareeter of the speaker, neither in his moral or spiritual administra- selves frem meeting together for devotional
and of his power ‘o make good his prowises,'tion, is there xny reward offered to indulence. ‘puvposcs, if our hearts tell us thut the «ffer-
we will not be slow in complying with, Bat The Cheistian life is a contieued straggle— ing of our prayers will be zeeeptablo to the
100 many, we fear, are zecustomed to read,a perpelual warfare,—and as no one expeets: Loevd, . .
their Bibles 2e°if the commands, promises, to nequire weslth or learning without dili-  Let us now considera few of the prinvipal
threatenings and  exhoitations, contsinedigence and steady pd¥ssverance, so neitherjolje ts and advantages of' small Fellowship
therein, had not the slizhtest relation to.can he hops 1o obtaiu eminence as a Chris-lor Prayer Meetings.
them personally, but were addressed entire- tian without corresponding zeal andaetivity. 1. 1o addition to muwtual improvement,
ly to some other individusls. Whus of these,  In this view, therefore, the wise man audlihey tead to promete a spirit of sympatky
who read the passags containing the above true Christinn will losc no opporiunity ofjand union amenyg Christians of different
promisz, how many are there whose eyes'strengthening the growth of grace within'dencmivations. Ivery cther brdy of men
will wander carclessly over it, withopt con-'him, but in his search after 2 holy life wili holding similar views and professing the
sidering for 2 moment how great is the cn-'joyfully lay hold of every opportanity of same great objects, scem to understund bet-
couragement held out to carnest, persevering’ hulding communion with Goed in the cotu-jter than Clristians the great advantages of
and importunate prayer!  The pass.ge pre- pany of the brethren,  Sympathy inercases, Union,  Why sheuld nct they who are
sents the Almighty in ulight which it is'zll our enjoyments and leswens all our sor-,called by the same name, wership the same
impossible to contemplate without thedeepest'vows.  Man is a social being; and the'Uod, are redeemed by the same Saviour and
foelings of gratitude and vener.tivn, bring- unior: of Christians for the purposeof prayeribaptised with the same baptism, be s
ing batore ug, as it were the Great Jehovah ealls forth the holiest and lofiest feckings of fellow-werkers together for the advancenent
looking down upon the earth, nst as an iv- thetr nuture.  In such intercourse all the-of the same great objects.—the glory of
different spectator of the concerns of men—"graces of the Chyistiaz chrmeter shine out, God und the zood of their fellow-men. ‘The
not a5 an unfeling ebserver of the miseries,'with inercased lustre.  Uwity, brotherly points on which many denominztions of
the wants, the'sighs and the sorrows of hu-love, faith, hope aud charity are thercby Christions differ us compared with these
man kirtd, but as one deeply interested in'mreatly strengthened and promoted.  Theiugon which they agree, are often very tritl-
211 that congarns their happiness aud welfare, people of God have always been nccustomediing and insignificant ; and yet instead of »
exclaiming : *ask and ye shall receive, seck to join together in the solewmn exereises of desive for union aud co operation, there teo
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be devotion; and it is truly a very significant often exist feelings altogether 1epuguant to
opened nuto you.” 'sigrm of the thmes when meetings for prayer the Christian character.  Now, why is this?
Anong a certain class, there is much’are so little regarded as they are at prcscn(.il’l::iuly, Lecause Cluistians do not Jove each
arror and misconception us to the true nn-'Tudeed, theve can be no hetter index of thejother and pay for cach other 2s they onght,
ture and efficacy of prayer, and hence, us low state of religion smong us than the very Cunriszianiry, it has been tivly said, 1
we have said, we often hear infidels denying'zeneral neglect of Fellow=hip Mectings for rEticiox or e uuawt, and Lefore Chris-
its cffitacy altogether, and zttempting to!prayer. Prayer is the very Life-blood of tians can be made to feel in common and ac:
bring into disreputz this wost holy exercise!the Church ; und praverless times ave dan- i concert, their hearts must be united in
of our fuith. Infildlity und superstitions.gerous times. Every Christian, — every holy prayer for ench other. Tlns is the

fanaticism are alike to b2 condemued. In'minister of the gospel more especially, should Srmest and strongest Loud of union, without
scriptare, there are certain conditions hid'do all lic can to promote them.  If cach which all attempts at Evangelical alliance
down which we mest fulfil, before God willipastor were to exert himself in pros.oting must ever fail.  Fellowship mectings, there
hear our prayers. Numerous passages of and extending such unious, what a vast deal fore, by uniting individuzls by the holiest
the Bible tell us that the grace zod favour'ef new life would soon be infused into our and loftiest tics, contribute greatly to this
of God wiil be administerel in proportion lukewarm churches! A praying congrega- grand chjeet, by laying the foundation cf s
to the excrtions which we make in secking tion is the best commentary upon a minister’s more general and extensive union amony the
for them. The strivings of a man sud the'usofulness; and a praying people are the differcnt dencminztions of Christiaus.
workings of God’s spirit within him are thus best prepared to hear faithful and carnest. 2. Such meetings exhibit @ good exanple
most closely and ystesiously counceted.ipreaching. It can unever be too much in- to other Christinne. At a time when
It is God that converts and yet it is man-sisted on that the hearer should come to the ‘great a nunber of professing Christians cor-
that converts himself.  While, then, we house of God prepared.  Preparation is 25 tent themselves with simply attending vpn
have the most implicit reliance upon theluceessary for the hearer as for the preacher, the ovtward ceremonies of religion, withou:
promises of God, we must work as if every-'and nothing is better fitted for this purpoese.trcubling themselves fartherabout thematter,
thing dependsd wpon ourselves ; for it is'than reguier attendance at well-conducted:thinking they do ecnough if they present
only by our own cxertions aud strivings!prayer-mcetings. Under the influcnes of themselves at Church regulartly cvery Sox
that our winds and hearts become inclinedidevotional fectings the heart is purificd and:day, it becomes the duty of those who harve
for the reception of grace from above. This'softencd, and the soil thus prepared for the.higher views of the vature of the Christias
view is illustrated by such tests as these: reception of the seed of the word.  Hence profession, to endeavour to set befere such
# ygto hint that hath will be given ;* © work|the great importance to ministers of having formal pretenders an example of what the
out your own salvation with fear and trem-'such mcetings in connexion with their Christian's life ought to be.  The powerdf
bling ;" “ask and ye shall reoeive,” &e.'vespective charges. lexample is great; and many may be thes
Thero is therefore the strongest analogy| There is an objection sometimes brought,led to more scrious thoughts of the duty ¢f
betwoen our secking for the grace and favor against prayer mcctingg, which may be bere Christians ; more cspecially it members ds
of God, and our sccking for anything clse.ladverted to by way of caution. Such weet-iall they cam to extend the usefelncss of the
Wo ar¢ 90 constituted that we can obtainjings asare got up for prayer alone, it is said, unions with which they are severally co
nothing of any real value in this world \vith-‘manifest mcero of ostentation than anything'nected.

out labour and perseverance,—without ask-felse, and tend to beget spiritual pride.] 3. Prayer mectings also promote
ing, sceking, knocking. Tt is s great crrori Members therefore should keep iu view that growctk i grace of the individual membess




