p the Foreign Board, we commend a perusal
of their Annual Report. It presents more
qaufying results than the report of any pre-
us year.”

“ Tﬁe statistical tables appended to the
1ncual Report will show what each church
us done during the year, through this agency,
for the conversion of the world to Chrnst.
e hold that even the feeblest of our churches
dould statedly contnbute to the Foreign
Berd, and yet it will be seen that nearly
1oe half of those embraced within our beloved
Zien, have given 1t no aid whatever.”

From an abstract of the Eighteenth Annual
Report of the Board of Publication, giving an
\ecount of the operations of the Board in pur-
ciamog, circulating and defraying the ex-
wnses of new pubhications, we learn that
s the whole aspect of the work committed to
this Board 13 one of progress and encourage-
neat, such as it rejoices to be able to spread
tefore the General Assembly, and as encou-
nges it to new and enlarged exertions for the
Lme t come.”

The General Assembly’s Church Extension
Committee state that the work of the year is
1s follows :—

I

“ APPLICATIONS.

The number of new applications for aid in
rcting churches, recewved from Aprl 1st,
1835, to April Ist, 1856, (including thirteen
lications acted upon by the late Church
Extension Committee of the Board of Missions,
mevious to the transfer of their books, papers
td funds to the present Committee of the
Geaeral Assembly,) i8 ONE MUNDRED axp
nre. These one hundred and five new ap.
tions come from churchies 1n the bounds
trenty-six of our thirty Synods, and fifty-
uree of our one hundred and forty-eight
Preshytenies. The amount of aid asked for.
@ these one hundred and five applications,
s over £27,000.
APPROPRIATIONS.
Dunng the year ending Apnl Ist, 1856,
ippmﬁnwOns have been made to seventy-one
kharches, to the amount of $12,785 99, These
mrenty-one churches arc m the bounds of
venty-one Synods and thirty-six Presbyteries.
tpropriations have been paid during the year
b{fiy-one churches, amounting to $8,675 49
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
Tte receipts of this year are $4,510 83, or
pote than eighty-five per cent. in advance of|
teceipts of last year, and £1,123 &3 in
iance of the receipts of the year ending
7 1st, 1850, the largest ever reported by
Church Extension Committee of the Board
M Missions.
The expenditures of the year closing April
e 1356, were £11,083 51, including a tem-
1y loan of 700 to the Church Fxtension
imittee of the City of St. Lows, out of
contributions of the Second Presbytenan
Larch of St. Louis, made in accordance with
desire of that church.”

- e

L from the Rev. George W. 8prott to the Editor.

Grxexock, June 4th, 1856,

bEAR MR. MARTIN,—

Theve not written you for some time, but

se ot forgotten you, and not yet, as you

ofen predicted, have I forgotten *he Colonial
wch, 1 get the Hulifax“Record n’:gularly,l

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

and Iread it with great interest. I think my
absence has done good in one respect: 1t has
surred up the country clergymen to do more
n the way of literary contributions to its pages
than when you had me to help you in the
Editorinl department. By the time you get
this letter you will have had the pleasure, 1
trust, of welcoming two additional Jabourers
to the Colonal vineyard, and these I hiope are
the predecessors of a great many more. The
Church is just conunencing a new Missionary
year, and if I amn not much mistaken she enters
upon it with a large measure of zeal, and
under many fuvouraﬁle auspices.

The mail which carries this letter will alao
give you accounts of the proceedings of the
General Assembly, which has just now closed ;
and [ am sure you will have much satisfaction
in perusing them. I went through to Edin-
burgh for a few days last week, and 1 was
greatly dehghted with what I saw and heard
of the Assembly. There seemed to be much
less of routine and much more of hife and
individual independence, and a determination
to get at the best ideas on every subject,, than,
years ago when I used to attend its sittings
There seemed to me to be a large portion of
young clergymen, not a few of whom were
my own old college companions, whom 1 had
not seen since I left for Halifux. The eclder-
ship very finely represented the rank, intellect
and piety of the laity of the Kingdom. The
Moderator presided with great dignity and,
propriety, and his addresses were characteris-
ed by a most christian spiit—and by ardent
zeal for the exteriion of the Recdeemer’s
Kingdom.

There were very many pleasing features in
the proceedings of the Assembly. There was
not a single case of discipline, and as the
Ecclessiastical Courts have been exceedingly
strict of late vears, this is proof that the
clergy of the church throughout the length
and breadth of the land are maintaimng a
character worthy of their sacred profession.
So far from any cases of deposition occurring
—one who was deposed for drunkenness rev-
eral 3 cars ago, but who has since by the grace
of God triumphed over this sin and become a
tectotaller, apphed to be restored to the office
of the mnstry, and though some time may
clapse before he 1s reinstated, if he prove
stedfast there is no doubt that his prayer will
be granted. Thrce Free Church mmsters
were also recewved back to the Church.

Though there have been many appointments
during tﬁc year, there was but onc disputed
settlement, and this in so far as it was before
the Assembly, was settled in favour of the
people. 'The different reports given in by the
Conveners of the different committecs were
alimost all of a sauisfactory character; and f
{ mistake not, without exception, there 18 an
increase on the contribution to all the schemes.
The Endowment Scheme especially 18 1n a
most flourishing condition, and this s the
foundation of all the others.

Dr. Robertson the mdefatgible Convener
of that echeme, announced that the contribu-
tions to it dunng the past ycar amounted to
£44,000 and upwards; and what 18 better he
spoke of kinﬁly spirits rising up all around
im in the Church, who were devoting them-
selves heart and soul to this and ether good
works. I was present at the discussion on
the Colonial report, in which you no doubt
feel the decpest interest.

A clause n 1t relative to Australia gave,
rise to some conversation on the subject of|
Presbyterian union in the Colonics. Several
members spoko stmimly against tho sin ofi

1

jto hear that Dr. Fowler, of Ratho,
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perpetuating  the schisms of this country
abroad, and declared that they would rejoice
to see one umited Scot~h Church throughout
the Colonial world. Others urged the proprie-
ty of speaking with caution on the subject,
till the terms of the proposed umon in Victoria
should be fully known, us froms the newspaper
report they seemed to be dishonourable to the
Church and unfuithful to the confession It
was referred to the committee to make full
enquiries during the ensuing year and to report
to next Assembly.

The Venerable Principal McFarlan who has
Leen so lang connected with this commuttee,
on accouut of his age and infirmities, insisted
upon withdrawing from 1t, and in very feehng

jtezms bude the General Assenibly a Jong and

last farewell. He was thanked wost kindly
and feelingly for his long services, and as he
nsisted upon it, his resignation as Convener
was accepted. s 1118 ot the utmost conse-
quence that a suitable successor should be
appointed, I am sure you will be dehighted
wlio paid
you a visit as one of the second deputation
and who knows the around, has been selected.
This augurs well for the Colomies, und as the
Committee have plenty of money and men are
waiting for appointments, I think [ imay venture
1o predict that thus will be a year of unprece-
dented prosperity to the Colonal Chutch.

+ When 1n Edinburgh I found that one or two
of the Students whom I got to agrec to go
out were licensed and up fur appointments,
and that the others weud soon follow. Only
let our good church people mm the North
Amencan Colonies hold on for a httle longer,
and they will get an abundant eupply of min-
isters of the church they love. I think it
would not be a bad plan 1f the different
Svnods in B. N. America would send an
Agent over to help the Convener: by beeting
up for a few months he would get twenty or
thurty munisters and probationers without much
difficulty. 1 hope your differcnt Synods this
summer will help on tiic 1dea of our General
Assembly. g feel confident that if you were
thus umted—though you should form at first
but a gmgantic skcleton—it would lead to a
great 1increase of interest i your affairs n
this country and young mmmsters would be
much morc readily attracted. I almost was
forgetting to tell you that your own laborious
services 1n behalf of the Church were noticed
in a most flattering manner, 1n the General
Assembly, by Dr. Fowler, who moved the
adoption of the report.

I wrote to hun to-day on the subject of the
Gaclic deputation, ebout which I have wnitten
several letters already. 1 hope the new com-
mittee will decide upon sending one, unless
Gaclic preachers sufficient comc forward. 1
have written in the strongest possible manner
on the subject. If you do not get the deputa-
tion and 1f Gaelic preachers sufficient do not
come forward, I thunk you ought to try and
get McKenzie, (son of Mr. McKenzie, former-
ly of Wallace,) who, I am told, promises to be
a remnarkably good Gaclic preacher, early m
the field. I think Mr. McRae’s son who 1s
hcensed and whom I saw in Edinburgh, will
go out in the boat after the next, but he does
not speak Gaelic A Mr. Lochhead has also
been appointed but I have not met him. 1
have now my note book before ine in which
I have the names I got last winter at the
Universities and 1 trust none of them will fail.
If thoy are all forthcounng you will do very
well for both Eonglish and Gaelic, and the
hearts of our gcoplo throughout the Lower
Lrovinces will be rejoiced.



