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oui), one minute. I thoughit at first of trying to see the îneuth of the pit withl
its speck of sky bceming siialler*in the distance; but, cither frein the speed or
the nevelty, of my sensations, the attenipt wvns vain. The situation was newy-
the dlarkness coniplete-ne sound reaelied niiy ear frein the great world above;
I cared aething about confedcration or annexation-strange to say I neyer
tbeuçeht of Joseph Ilewe-I feit ne intcrest in the Spaniish revolutin-I was
indiI¶brent to reciprocity. Empires niighit risc or fail, 1 was beyond their reachi.
The only thing that ceuld disturb me would be an cartliquake. Talk of herinit-
agves and nunner ies! There is ne retreat frein. the wvorld se perfect as a rutreat
i,îto it-as a descent into a deep mine. 'No sounid ivas heard but the drip-
ping of water and the running of the repe. Ilanging at the end of that wvire
rope, ive pcrformed a smoother journey timan you ever did Ul)of our provincial
railroad. The only new bodily sensation I hiad was a kind of fulness iii the
ears. This was caused, I fancy, by the quickness cf descent, the air at each
point cf omîr progress being rarer. There wvas nu such feeling in the mine.

In the course cf a minute we laaded on the floor cf the mine. The ffrst
object 1 saw was a lhorse alongside. The overseer stepped up te ask afler our
welfare. There were quite a number cf boys as smali as many of you bitting
near the foot cf the shaft, resting. Tme pit was net wvorking, se, tlîat we did
net go into, the remote parts, where men hiew dewn the ceaI. Two tunnels
rn in opposite directions froni the bottom cf the shaft. These are net long,
as this is a new Pit. But there is ne need cf crouching as you iYalk along.
The dark glitteriag ebon gallery that receives yeu is 13 feet lîiglî. There is
ne want cf lighit te shew off ils beauties. The part we visited was considered
safe. It was shut off by doors from the interior parts cf the tunnel whiere tliere
was more danger frcm inflammable gas--sucli gas as comes througli our gas
pipes. That part, therefore, was lighited up nmuch better than any hall for an
evening assembly in Halifax or St. John. Sinaîl pipes wvere dniven into the
dark walls of the cavera, and firem ten such jets flames issued forth as large as
yeur openi hand. Fane yhow fll cf gas, sucli as is used in our cities, this
noble ceai must be. 4Seldcm, indeed, cýan any pit in the world be lighted u~p
in this simple way with its ewn gas. This, hewever, its peculiar excellence, is
aIse its danger, as yoix will learu. Thus profit and loss are balanced by Goï1
in this complex world. After remaiaing a short. time down, we niouated up
once more smootlily and swiftly into the open air, and re-appeared upon the
stage cf the world cf rival parties and churches-farms and factories. I thank-
ed my ceurteous guide into subterranean regions, and went my ivay-ahniost
thinking, like Bunyan, that 'II had awoke, and le, and behold! àt was a
dream !"P

Ia the course cf the fellowing 4ay, on looking eut cf my window, I per-
ceived a great black celumu cf smoke ascending high into the air, and then
syreading itself over the neighibeurheod. Seeing it was in the direction cf the
Foerd pit, I walked te the place, two miles ditant, as quickly as possible.
But what a change! I could scarcely sce the works with the dense cloud in
which tbey were enveloped. Men and herses were rushing te and fro. The
pît was on fire. The very inflammable gas had caueht and ignited the rich
bitumineus coal, and ne effort cf skill ceuld extinguish the flames. At lat
men and beys had fled in haste fer their livet inte the cage, and been ail
heistcd te the top. The last cf them were nearly lest, having ceme up almost
ehoed with sînoke. The story gees that ne one kept his post se xnfully as
a little boy, whcse duty it was te stand at the foot cf the cage and signal te
the engine reom. There lie steod amid all the awful race for life, sinallinjg

liea here. You sce how well even a little boy may acquit himise ta
net body but mmnd that maakes a marily character. By God's mercy every hu-
man hein gwas safely rescued. frei îflrnace cf £ire-from a hole ceonposed of
some of Ife best fuel in the world, and filled wifi a gas as inflammable as gun-


