
The Suprerne Couirt.

weighing evidence, and, ini cases involving difficult andi abstruse
p-)ints in the construction and interpretation of documents, he hati
fewv equals. He was a man of strong and definite views of his r>wn,
and if he had a fault as a jutige it was an inclination ta cling to
the view of the case which hati presented itself to his own mind.
No jutige of any Bench was ever more bigh-minded, conscientious,
painstaking and laborious in the discharge of his duties. As a
man both in public and in private life he won the respect andi
affection of ail. A polisbed gentleman of the old school, none more
affable, courtcous, kindly andi truc hearted than he. He has left
the record of a useful, well-spent life ; and a very large circle of
friends mourn his loss

THVE SUPREME COURT.

The unsatisiactorv condition of things in connection with the

administration of justice in the Suprerne Court of Canada having
become public propertv, there is no reason why a journal specially
devoteti to the intcrests of the profession should apoligize for a
frec discussioni of the subject,

A lutter recently appeared in a daily newspapcr published in
Montreal, which stateti broadly that this Court is " gencrally andi
pcrhaps- unavoidably the award of p.-litical service, andi lacking,
through no fault of its occupants, that finalitv which would give
weighit to its deci-lonns.' The %writer refers to a raison d'être of
the court, viz.. that for the better interpretation of our constitution
certain futnctions wcre delegateti to it on the principle that these
ticcisions wvould bc accepteti as being frc from the co!our of party,
andi cornes to the conclusion that nothing has been gaineti by the
existence of such a court, inainly bcca'jïe ià does not enjoy the
confidence which the Courts of Appeal of thc various provinces
lar,-ely, do, anti becausc the settlement of questions of constitutional
lawv affecting the Dominion andi it-, provinces. which %vas one of the
principal reasons for the existence of the Court, as a rule, go to the
Privy Council for final adjudication ; the Privy Council, in fact,
overshadowing the Supreme Court.

If the above bc truc, and who can deny it, there is a strong
argument cither for the abolition of this court entirely, or for its
reconstruction upon such a basis as %vill insure the attainment of
thc object, for which it was est ablisieti.


