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TUE ORIGIN OF' PARLIAMENTýARY REPRBEENTATION wN ENGLAND.

'Ivented alnythiig. It is ne slight hi<terical error to helieve that Alfred, out 0
his.own head, callcd into being an insti
tutiî0 l of whichi the germs rnay be trace
age8 hefore bis tiine, but of wbich thfinished shape is not to be seen tili ageafter bis turne. Stili this is less wonderfui than the general mi8conceptione
!upesing that anY institutions ard callec'ft eing in this way out of the brain (j

a lgeman. Yet no belief has beermnore coivnion in all turnes and ail placesCritical historians have remarked oveiend Over again, that the mythicai oi
tien cf Alfred in Engiish history. aspthe8tnPPed inventor of everything, is ex.
eet1Y parallel te the mythical position of
,8er'vins at Reine, and of Lycurgus at8parta. Lt rnight perhaps have been dan-
gerou 5 te doubt the dlaims of Servius at
Reine, er these of Lycurgus at Sparta ;anwe weuld net raahly affirm that it
"aýY not be a reach of the law of Eng-land~ te deubt whetber Alfred invented
the iEýngieh constitution as a finished
lvork Oxit of lis ewn head. Lt is certain
that 8uch was3 the belief of I3lackstone,
an vwhatever IBlackstone says goes with

any lawyer for law. The passage isWûrth quoting.

oe J0 hen therefore the West-Saxons had sai-
eà teU jail the rest, and King Alfred succeed-
9Nidfather Egbert ivas the founder, his mighty

elsproniPted him te undertake a most great'Izd neceelr work, whjch he i8 said to haveexeted. nia usto ln s ruuerly a m)anner ; no less than
& "Inde the constitution.; to rebîîild it onlathat ashouîd endure for ages ; and out oftipen n dicordant materials, which were heapedto~ f, each other in a vRst and rudeireuriv~,nOne unifoin and well-cennected whole."

iv. 410. lEd. 1809.
8"ell were the notions ef a West-Saxoner f the fin th. century which wereel y the legal oracle of th, eighteenth,

ÔtOswhicl bis editors went on reprint-
85 lat a 1857, with the feeblest pro-~ilst t e venerable fable. rIn the
t f ths, it je BOo cemfort that cfrYears it bas almeet becorne a pro-Vor4 thaIt ",Constitutions are net madethat gOwý.e But it is aise very latels

n'nhave begun fuily te take in howý

roadC&i r6aders, and( Berne Arnericaitin ina3y Perhaps be inclined to throw
neteet4 the fac t that the Ferlerai con-
biui'of the United States, thoiigh.kot~ th6 Werk f onle mari. was the wvork

a-of one set of men-that it was written
'f jdown in aisingle document, and that it
i- bas lived on for nearly ninety years with-
d out any suibstantial. change. But a wider

B view looks on the constitutions of the
s English.-speaking nations on both aides

of he ocean as simply parts of one
f whole; and in this wider view the con-

1stitutional work of Washington and bis
ffellow-workers was flot the creation of

anythîng new. It was the shaping of
*what was old into such new formes as
raltered circurnetances needed. Lt was a
*work answering to the work of the days

of Henry the Second, of Edward the
IFirst, and of Williami the Third. Lt was
a work which. differed from theire only
in thie-that the circumstances oif the
ceue required the change to be more fer-
niai and systemnatic, to he recorded in the
definate. shape a constitution, instead of
heing Ieft to be gathered from a number
of separates tatutes and separate qdminie-
trative acta. The broad outlines of the,
old constitution are preserved in the new.
The forin of the executive is changed ;
the forin of the second chamber is
changed ; because circumstances calIed
for such a change; but the three great
powers of the state romain in the new
system as in the old, and, in a wide view
of historical politice, the points of like-
nese are far more strikîng than the.
points of unlikeness. The new system,ý
like the. old. bas one legisiative body
which i8 chosen hy the direct voice of
the people, and another legisiative body
which is not chosen by their direct voim.
That the saine system has been imitated
ever and over again iu other lande May
b. set down as a wîtness to the praetkail
excellence of the elernents which England
and America have in common. But the
American constitution itself stands on
another ground. It i. not an imitation
of the IEnglish constitution ; it i8 the
thing itself; with such changes as new
circuinstances called for. The develop-
ment of that constitution, the, steps by
which it grew up out of elementà cern-
mon to the whole Teutonic race, is a hiW
toric possession iii which the men of the.
United States bave an equal right with
the men of Great Br.itain. The work
wae the work of the common forefather
of both. The germe whrch we se. ini
their first rude fermn in the oldeet Eng-
land on the European continent, have


