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THIE POINTE-AUX.TREMBLES SCHOOLS.

iiY 11EV. J. BOURGOIN, PRUfNCI'PAL.

AM glad to take this apportunity of express-
e ing ta tlic numnerous friends and supporters
af the Mfission Sclîools at Poiinte.aux-Trembles
our sincere gratitude for the sacrifices they have
made lately in order ta render our sclîools more
efficient and niore attractive. But -%ve feel tlîat
wve could îîot thîank you in a botter way tlîan by
making thie best possible use of tue means you
place in our lîands for tlîe progress of tue truth,
and àt is Nvliat w'e slîall alwvays endeavour ta do
îvith tue lîeip of our iMaster.

Your increîusiîg liberality in the direction of
education is an evîdent proof tlîat you realize
more aîîd more that tue sclîool is one of tlîe flrst
and most efficient instrumniîts to be used iii any
mission work%. If tlîe rising generation is the
hope of the country, it is also tlîe hope of the
Church, amid the future of the nation is certainly,
Lo a great extent, in thie hîands of tlîe educators
of the young.

The pupils gatlîered in our central mission
sehools comie from evcry direction. During tlîe
four or five sessions tlîey remiaix thiere they are
ùnder a Chîristian influence, and cvery day the
Word of God is tauglît to tlîem. Thueir errors,
their superstitions and tlîeir prejudices, are
gradualiy î'anisliing. The trutlî casts deep roots
in tlîeîr young lîcarts. Tlîe field of tlîeir iîîtclli-
gence is *widening every day. Tlîey act uxîder
newvpriîîciples. !Iiglier aspirations prompt thîcir
activity, aîîd w'hen tliey go home with tlîe %Vordl
of God in tlicir lîaîîds and iii their lîeaî-ts, tlie)
become so inany inessengers af tue good tidings
of the Gospel.

In the counîtry inany people are very suspicions
about colporteurs wvlio visit tlîem only froni tiine.
to time, but thîey generally list en witli pleýasure
ta tlîeir ehlidren and tlîcy learil froin tlîem flie
îvay to a free salvation thîrougli faiLli iii .Tsus
and gradually thîey are detached froni tle dhurcli
-%liich lias deccived tliem.

Tiiose yo'hng people, wlîetlîer they become
farmners, tradesmen, merchiants, or mpin of pro-
fession, are a leaven in every village and iii every
town, and wvhenever you go if a former pupil of
aur mission sehools has sett!ed, tliere you will
fluîd tlîe people arouiid liim more liberal, more
accessible and perlbaps a feîv reading tlîe Bible.

Tlîe influence of our youîîg people is plainly
showvî by tlîe fact that haif of our recruits of
every year are broughit to us tlîrougli tue efforts
of aur boys and girls. Witliin tlîe past ton years
tlîe accommodation of tlîe mission schools ho-
longing ta tlie varions denominations lias been
nearly doubled, axîd the number af pupils lias
increased so rapidly that during the past -%vinter
they were about ahi full to their utmost capacity.

Tlîe young French Canadians are tlîirsting af ter
oducation, and in spitcî of tlîe inîiumerable difli-
culties they hiave ta ezicounter. iii spite of a lack

of niaterial mneans, we sec a great niaîîy of theici
goixîg braveiy forward, working and toiling hard
during sumner iii order to be able to reopeni
tlîeir books wviîen the vacation is over.

There arc ab precrit zio lcss than 'tivelve af
thoso wh1o were withi us lately who arc studying
iedicine, three or font aire stuclents in law,
tîvelve vaut, to hc teaclier, over tîventy are
studying for the ministry and somte others are iii
various business collegeýs. Ani ail of theini
pursue their studios at their oîvn expense, ai
without any help from anybody.

More than ever before it lias been our privilegt;
to sc during the l)ast feîv years the biesscd î*e-
suits of a sound education under the precionis
influenîce of the gospel, and I knioîv I could eii-
courage and giadden your hearts by niany ani
interesting faut, but time will nlo more than per-
mit to relate hrielly a single one.

A younig girl îvho, af ter havîng lef t the Chiurcli
of Romne, hiad becoîne a sinicere Christian, wenit
homne to hier parents full of hiope that she voiffl
casily briing them to a knowledge of the truthl
she hadt found hierseif. To lier great surprise,
she hiad hiardly said a fewv words, wlieîi the anger
of lier parents iveîe aroused, and blhougli slic w as
over 21 years of age, she vas locked up iii thieir
house, kept a prisoner and brutaily struck bu.
cause she refused to give up lier Bible.

To this cruel treatuiient sho opposed only lier
kindnoess and lier îîsual dovotion for those wlho
hiad become lier persecutors.

Delivercd froni their hands by a Protestant
f riend, she came again to us and continued to
write homne froin tiine to tiîne.

Two monthis ago lier father camne to Poinite.
aux-Tremnbles on foot and froin a, long distanice.
Ile said to me :"You miust hc surprise(l to se
me liore, Sir, after whiat lias takon place a year
ago, but I hope you vili nlot refuse me tue pri%,i.
loge of seeing my daugliter.

Slie lias clîanged lier faitlî and lias beconie a
Protestant, b)ut af ter alI sue is tic best of ur ellii
dren." And tears were flowing froni lus eyes.
I-is lîeart wvas broken and the liglit of tue trutli
ivas beginning to, penetrate iii his sou].

So the conversion af itn pupil is gericra)1y
followed by the conversion of a wlîole faniiy3.

In tic pursuit of this grand work of educating
tlîe youîîg people of tlîis province -we icet fre-
queîîtly îvitli tliis objection :-'l Are tiiere miot
sehools aIl ovor tue country?1" Yes, tiierc are
mnany indced, but we must flot forget tlîat tliey
-ire alinost cîîtireiy under tlîe control of tLie
clergy of the Churcli af Rome. Aîîd as yotikîowv,
the Chiurcli of Rome lias liever favored education
ainongst tue masses af the people.

lias siîo not tlîrouglî ahl ages and in every laud
kept faithiful to lier proverb ? " Ignioranice is tiue
motlier of devotion 1"

If you see Roman Catholie sdchool liuses everY-
where, you must romnember tlîat many ut tlcf
are thora simply to, occupy the place af P'rotes-
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