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-Aprit 2. THE AFFLICTIONS 0F JOB.
Lesson, Job 2. 10. Golden Text, Job 1 :21

31em. Vs. 2 z 3.

April 9. AFLICTiONS SANCTIFIED.

Lessoîî, Job 9 - 17.27. Golden i'ext, IIeb. 12: 6 .
<JaLechisni Q., 53. Memory vs., 17-19.

The lessons of thIs quarter are frein Job, Pro-
vcrbs aiîd Ecclesiastes. The flrst four arc fron
tlue book of Job.

B-Dth the person and the book o! Job are
shrouded in niystery. A fen- have hield that the
%vhole poem is a fiction to tendui good lesseýns It
is almost universally agrecd, however, that Job
was a real person, or patriarchal days, probably
betweu the turnes of Abrahain, ýiL gn Maie
land of Uz 'probably that fine fertile tale land,
the modern lHauran, lihg east of tic Jordan and
southward froi Damascus, toward the dusert.

The authorship of the book is entircly unkno'vn.
The epening and closing statenmen ts are iii pro.se,
aIl the rcst, is poetry, bothliin bpri and in ferni,
and is grinted in that way in thie revised version.
It lias b en hield by niany high. autliorities te bu
the fincst literary uvork ini existence.

'lhe stori-isas follows: To awealthysheik or
chieftain, just, generous, presperous, ]uonered
aud-good, "omnes sore trouble. He is bereft of
properLy, faniily, health. Tluree -%vise muen tell
hita, as hurnan wisdoin oftcn does, that ail titis
evil islbeause ofiiis great .in. Uc cannot helieve
it, lie is consciously innocent: and yet the great
question presses, as it lias donc in aIl ages:
Wiy dotUic goodsuire-? iie'%v cati the afflictions
of the, rigliteous anud the prosperity of tic wvicked
be re-onciled ivitit the gov-ernrnet of a wîsc and
living God? It~ i "4the story of a soul ln iLs; con-
llicts wiLh sorrow and doubt, arnid the rnysteî-ies
of Providence, its searchings af ter lirht and sal.
vation, and iLs wvay into blesscdness and peacee."
Hc is sore tenipted te doubt, but, confident iin lis
own innocence, yet trusting in God's righteeus-
ness, and feeling assurcd that bothi hinusel! and
Ood wihi be vindicatcd "whcn the nîists have
rolled awua ,"_ lie riscs trimphant above ail
doubt. ' T e£ord gave and thiep Lord bathi away.
Blessed bu, the uuame of the.Lord."'

1. Satan's sneer, vs. 1-5. Sons of God-The
angeis, Jus "xrninistering spirits." Saàtau aiso-
"The adversary." Thougli falien, atidi la lis
inalignant, haLe seeking only to, ruiannan, lue can
oniy do as hue is permnittcd and muust "&report"
lîimself. Whence-Wluat have you been doingg
To and .fro-Secldng te lead meni astray, i Pet.
v : 8. Àüy7 servant Job-Satan had bufore sncer-
ingly saici that Job's goodness wvas a mnere seifish
thing, and paid him well, chap. 1 :8. God pur.
initted hlm te test Job, and now agaîn poinuts
Satanu to luis stcadfastncss. IL is oxuly selfislu.
ness, sti sncers Satan, Ys. 4.5.

2. God's permission, vs. 6-S. T/vinie ianci-
Satauu's lîand li men's ills, but only se, fat as God
permiits. Sox-e boils-A loathsomu formn of lep-
rosy.

3. -Tob's trust, vs. 9-10. G'urse Goc-In. a nue-
nient of wveakness luis wvifc y icids te tme pressure
nf sorrowv, and Satan use.s, lier to tenipt .Job te
blasplieme, as lic did Bye. FLooisi-What folly
te mistrust God.

3. 3ob's trust, vs. 9-10. Gin-se God-iiu a mo-
nient o! weakne.ss she yields te the pressure of
,or-îow, and Satan uses lier te, tempt Job te blas-
pli.miy, as lie nmade useof Bye te tempt Adain.

,rd)ish -WhaL folly to inistrust. God.
1. Satan stili haLes and accuses the good.
2. Wheu lue fals lie tries again.
3. When God purmnits any of luis people te fal

into Satan's biand, lue hzceps luinu in Ris own
liand.

-1. Trust God whatever befall.

Catechisni Q.,51.

How long Job's troubles Iasted, or how long
there w"a betweca. eacli strokie that caine upon
hini, or lîoiv long before the three fricnds came,
Nve cannot tell.

Grievedbecause of lus trouble, and more grieved
because they thoughit it the punishment of sorne
hidden sin, they corne te visit him, and the pe
sent tesson is the llrst address of the eldest
friend. Read carefully the previous chapters.

1 Good iii God's cluastisement, vs. 17-18.
Happy-Paul said " we glory in tribulation,"
but as a rule nmen complain ivhen the rod cornes
and long for its removal. Despise not--Nor long
for the renioval of chastisement. Sorc-How
sore at tinucs. Binlet& up-Never fret over the
sores, rather get thern bound Up.

2. Deliverance fromn troubie, vs. 19-23. Deliver-
No trouble so great but that lie can deliver.
Séven-Tht iperfect number, representing the
greatest, troubles, yet that cf them which touches
the is net real evil. AUl shall be for thee, bu-
cause God is for thee. Tongue-What a scourge
the tongue sometimes is, but he who is con-
science clear in God's siglit necd iiot hiecd thiat
scourge. Stoncs-Inanimate nature is on thy
side. Aillof God's creation isin leaguewvith thee
if thon art is, and the wvil one, Nvhile lie iay
try thee sore, cannot rcally harm. thee.

As wvitli Peter, Satan desired to have Job that
hie mi-~ht sift him as wvheat, but the sifting "only
server to take more of the chaif out of him."

:3. The final reward, vs. 24-27. Peace -Thou
wvilt keup in perfect peace whose lxeart is stayed
on Thee, because lie trusteth in Thee. Corn-
Blcssing ait through life, sometim.-s the suni-
shîne, sometimes the sliower, ail doing their part
toward thy growth and ripcning in the Christian
character, and at length, when God's good time
cornes, gatluered home.

-Whilc we cannot takce ail the speeches of al
Job's friends as God's truth, yct there is 2nuch of
truth and wisdom in themn, and in none perhaps
more than in the words of the lesson. Here the
Tenuanite spake more wvisely than lie knew. Rie
intended his words as a partial rebuke, to shew
that JTob must have been guiity o! some sin, and
that it ivas good for hlmi that Cod had takzen this
method of recalling hinu from sin, but we are
taughlt that it -%as to test and prove the grand
character tbat lay in its wretchiedncss on that;
heap of ashes and refuse.

1. This statement of Eliphez is truc as a gexb.
eral principle. God is good and 'rigliteous, and
good must bu the rcward of good.

2. Goodnes-, is not always rewarded on ,lie
spot, otherwise there -would be no suflèring on
the part oiq the righteous. There -w'ouid bu 'no
room for faiLli, but "Behold, wce count thon
hîappy whichi endure."

3. Thiere are other reasons for trouble than.
m-erely aq penalty for sin. Job's case is an illus-
tration of this, and a stili. greater onu is that of
Christ He, thoutrl", perfect, suffcred. True it
wvas for urq Hc suffered, but is temptations
were by the same agency, and, so far q,.s the
tempter wvas concerned, with the same end in
viuwv.

4. In the end, ;vhen aIl' things have tbeir coin-
Ipletion, the lls will have provcd but steiping.
stones in raising God's people te the highest
izood.


