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to be perfectly satisfactorv for citv supplies. ilot onlv frorn
their extreme softness (whicli rneans a considerable saving in
soap and labor to tlie conimunitv) but from the hvgienic stand-
point. These waters keep well, for their dissolved î>eaty miatter
does flot readilv undergo further decay. is in fact remnarkahly
stable. It is true that temporary indisposition frequentlv
follows the use of these waters whien une lias been accustor-ned
to a bard, colourless water, llit is equallv tru tha lie reverse
happens. Anv change in the character o;f the water consumed
may l>ring about a slighit <lerangerment. for the svstem bec.,'mes
hab)ituated to a certain water and some 1)ers(>Is are very sus-
ceptible, for a lime, to anv <ifference ini its character. The
case, however, with coloured waters fromn low-lvîng swamipv.
shallow lakes and ponds is vers- <ifferent. Such biodies of
w; .er heilig miore or less stagnant. p)r d(uce anl al)ufl(ance of
vegetahie growilh largelv algal. whcîunder favourale wCathur
conditions nia\. rapidlv deconipose. givîng rise to oiÏlfesive- and

decav 1)roducts accuniulate. iii other words get ahicad of growth.
thai canl utilize thymi the water hecomies foui and unit for con-
sumption. The resuit of drinking such water usuaillv shows
itself in an attack of diarrhoca or inausea. Fromi these con-
sideratiolis it would be obvious that c<lour is îîot in "iLself a
qualitv or factor flhat cau be used .ilone ini decidiug upon the
suitabihtv o a suly\ on. Leaving out of cousideration se-wage
pollution. wema\v have onteoeIadacomparaîivelv our
less watcr but one in whîchi algae and other low formns of life
are preseut in large numbers ani in which chemical analvsis
proves the ;)resence of caiydcm 1 osable organiie matter,
and on the other hall( a highil\ coloured peatv water from a
large ani quicklv lowing river, and the former m-i11 bc (listinc(tlV
the inferior water, une that must be eflicieutlv tiltered andl
purlfie(I before it cau be regarIe as a wholesomce, p otable supply.

Ground IVaier. This is the ramn anmi melted snow ztl>sorlC<l
andl retained by the soul and subsoil. It is the source that
sui, Aies the shallow, domestic well so commouly used on the
ia.rm horiestead and in the village. Wlien the surrounidiugs
are perfectly satisfactory from the sanitarv st andpoint. these
wells are frcquentlv a source of excellent water, but. when. as is
usuallv the case, conveuxence tu the bouse or fanon buildings is
alone considered in the location of the well. the witcer is seldom
of irst class quaiity and more often must l)e adjudged as quite
unfit for consuxnption. On the larger number of farnis we find
these wells, usually between 10 and 25 feet in depth. sunk in
the harnvard or under the stable or other outbuildings, or ne.
verv far from the privv (a most crude and unsanitairv affair


