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My îattention bias been dr-awn to this important subjeet by
the remarks of the Rev. *.\r. liexford at the late Convention of
Protestant Teachers in Mont-real; and, the more I have thoughit
of his wvords and compared the resuits of niethods in coinion
use with the ideal resfflts soughit by the thorough teachier, the
more have I becomne convinced that -a reformi is necessary juist
along this line.

It seemis a settled conviction with niany that anybody can
teacli readling-,, or, to drawv a legitimate conclusion froni the
prenlises afforded by the facts of the case, that learning to, read
cornes by nature ; that ail one bias to do is to, put the reaing
book into the hands of the child, when, presto, he reads and reads
intelligently. No greater folly is conceivable, and no more un-
just conclusion could be reached, is the answver of a hundred
teachers who have read the above -%ords.

Sound judginient weighis and deliberates before pronounicing
sentence; it views the pr'os± 1 cons; it ascertains jtist wlhere
the wveighit of evidence fialk, ien decides, and this is wvhat I
would askz every candid teacher to dIo. Let us, therefore, for a
few moments, weighrl this question, and, iii order to do so the
more thoroughly, let mie asi a few questions to which every
teacher of reading( should wvrite ont a categrorical answer.

Pirst. I-Iow rnany teachers have spent the greater part of thiis
session in teaching the alphabet ? I cantididly confess that 1
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