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TRIBUTES TO TH-E PIONS Er-S 0F NEWV FRANCE.

The Revieiv bas been favored witb a copy of a sermon deliv-
tred by the Rev. James Barclay in Montreal. It is an utterance of
a Preshyterian preacher, a glowing tribute to the Pioneers of New
France, the Tercentenary of the founding of %vhicb is to be cele-
brated in June. There is philosophy as w'eIl as historv in the ad-
dress. " Our inheritance to-day is the resuit of wearv touls, the
tremetidous struggles, the defeats and the victories of those who
have gone before us." The blessings we enjoy are secure0. for us
by Jacques Cartier, La Salle, Champlain, Frontenac, WVolfe and
Montcalm, to mention only a few ;, by heroic w'omen like Madame
La Peltrie and Madame Le Tour; by devoted missionaries, Le
jeune, Daniel Brebeouf and Joques, "namnes that stand out con-
spicuous and which can never bea forgotten in the histon' of our
-land." Sc, far we gladly agree w.ith the Rev'd. eulogist, but w1%hen
he gravelv states that " they (the missionaries) introduced a gen-
ue civilization, if flot alto-gether genuine Christianity," w-e think

that the panegyrist is hedgir*g to, suit flot the trutb, but the peculiar
bias of bis co-religionists. Blood cannot be drawn fromn a stone.
"A genuine civilization presupposes a genuine Christianitv, " says
the Calholic Record, commenting on this very passage ; and the
essence of civilizzation is, according to Edmund Bur'à:e, the union
,of ail that is sacred in religion with aIl that is gentie and strong in
humanity. The early missionaries; of Canada wére sons of Cath-
.elicismi that laid, says Lecky, the verv foundation of modern civili-
zation ; and according to Maitland, v.as nt the darkest perlods
te source and spring of civilization, the dispenser of wvhat littie
comfort there %vas in the thing, of this v.orld, and the quiet Scrip-
tural asserter of the rights of man." Truly Dr. Barclay wishes to
bc fair, to Fie brond-rninded, but there is one or twes expressions,
like the preceding-., wbicb jar upon our ideas of what we believe.and
knov; to be reallv ro. It is a sort of forccd fruit that faius in flavor.
" 'Tis easy to find a staff to beat a dog," and the charge of super-
sfilion, a wvord bere ird4efinite in its import, is apparently ns safe
as anytbing eise. [n this connection there is in the k'Mtiaof
ý'1.rclh 2Sth, an able zirticlc entit1ed '< An Anniversnt-I nd a Coin-

~emoetIn"by 'Miss Anna T. Sndlier. It is a splcnt<'id reN-i2w
Zf '«threcZ hundred yeairs, clos.- crov-cled with vcsiue.
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