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And lately the Countd'Haussonville *tc-tding, no doubt. in the
steps of M. A. Geffroy anid Brunetiére, has given to the world under
the title "Souvenirs de Madame de Mainternon" wbat, it is hoped, will
prove the death-blow of tbese samne caluiuinies. The Count d'Haus-
soîiville's workc is the coinplement of that of M. Geffroy, being made
up mainly of the private correspondence of Mlle. Aunmale, for four-
teen years constant companion and private secretary of Mme. de
Maintenon. With the facts furnished by tiiese two publications, ]et us

-~ endeavor to jget a true portrait of this notorious lady.
In politics, it scarcely needs statig, men. habitually associate

great and startling success with double dealing and deceit. Successful
politicians are clever wire-puillers. Trangporting ourselves . then in
fancy, to the days of Lewis XtV-an era frequent with political
schemers-bow would we have unraveled the mystery that, to out-
siders, wrapped round Francoise d'Aubigné and her fortune. Would
wve-bave soived the problern of her promotion frorn a cr-mmon scullion
to be wife of the king, t-ostile court-facions and rivairies notwithstand-
ing, without calling in the unseen agencies of cunning and craf t? The
people of those days certainly di- not; and herein lay the plausibility
o! La Beaumelle's story. The people were not deceived by bis
fabrications; they had already deceived themnselves in building
Francois d'Aubigné~ in symmetry with their own conception of her
fortune.

The great rristalce concerning this lady, Brunetière pointed out in
bis article, is that ihe bas been pictured far more extraordinary than
facts wilI warrant ; her virtues have been exalted, her vices exa,,geraed

Talring ber own accounit of ber life before her accession ro court
fayor we are astonisbedT at its even tenor and rural sirnplicity. Living
by turns at MNme. d'Heudicourt's and at Mme- de Mcntcheuvreuil,
she employed herseif at thz rnost cornmonplace tasks. The first to rise
in the morning, she husied berself wirh the bouse> swept, dusted, ran on
errand%, wasbed, swaddled tbe babies and put them to bed, "'as womn
out'at the end of the day and as slovenly as any hired girfl. Far frorz
me the pietension of making litle of these traits of character. WVill any


