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and te propose to the societies such means to this
end as the con-mittee may find feasible."

This recommendation i9 altogether in the right
direction, and the committee, through its energetic
convener, Rcv. R. D. Fraser, is no'<v asking the at-
tention cf the Church to it. The means already at
hand are to be used for this purpose, and no new
or additional organization is to be set on foot. In
this the committe bas acted wisely.

The plIan, in dcaiii, provides for the recitation and bni
censiderat fou cf a question cf the Shoter Caticcism ai eacb mccl
ing-say five minutes In ml. This for doctrine. A meeting a
monib was sked for the considermiion cf ibe polity, hisiory, and
wek cf the Ohurcb, aud the iopicls fOr 1897 enibrace a generai
survey, cf the gresi mlssionmry' educational, and bceevolcnt
schemes cf Ibm Churcb. a meeting loesech, sud such further topics
as IlWby Wc Are Presbytcians." 'Il oundaiion Work-john
Knox and His Tmes"'I The Westminster AssembIy, IIow
tbe Business ci te Cburch j, Done-Her Constituton aud Courts,"
,*The ;tory of the Unions and te Fiesent Sircngtb of ihe
Churci," IlWhat Our Youneg People May Du for the Churci."

As we would expect, the plan here outiined has
se far been well reccived by the Church. As lime
goes on improvements can be made as the nced
for them is discovered. The season is now on us
for a long pull of steady, hard work, and if aur
young people will all earnestly enter imte this pro-
posed plan, it will be fraught with much benefit to
themselves, it wili establish them in the great
scriptural doctrines, and ia the glons hîstory
wîth which our Ohurch is identified, and add the
lustre of iticreased usefulness to ail efforts afier
Christian Endeavor, both ia our covn Church and
in the worid-wide organization îvhi':h is the bond
uaiting together ail Christian Endeavor Societies.

WINTRR HOME MISSION WFORK.

T H E approach of wiater bminugs much anxîety to
the superiatendents of ourHorneMissions and

Presbytemy Home Mission Conveners respectîng
the supply for the seasoa with raissionaries and
Ohurch ordinances of out widely scattered and
needy Home Mission fields. Some time ago a cir-
cular referring to our winter supply and demands
was issued by Rev. Dr. Warden centaining the
foiiowing statement:-

IlThere lu likcly le be a larger number cf missionaries required
for ibe Home Mission fied during ibe appraching wnter, ihan for
severai peasast. Especiaily is ibis ibe case witb reference 10 ihe
Notrb-west. In a Imter jusi received fra. Rev. Dr. Robertson,
he sys: 1So far as I can make out now cvery mission field iu
tbm Presbytery cf Victoria will be vacant; four yull be vacant lu
the Westminster, Presbyîery ; eleven je Kamoops, icu in Ed-
monton and Cagary ; cieven iu Regina; seven mn Mannedosa ; five
in Melita, seven in Brandon; seven lu Portage ta Pare; five san
RIck Laite; five lu Supetioi. Oniy about twcuîy men twil bc
available fur ibis district froni Manitoba Coilege. If iii>' or sixiy
ulsdosie rcb lefi vacant, or even the hait of ibai number, i

wouid locok as if we migbt go oui cf the Home Mr.sion business.'
In vicw ai sncb a siate of mattirs, il ii earnesily hoped ihat many
men, bth ctdained and unordaineditwill corne toe mhcip cf ihm
Cburch, and offer ibeir services for tbm ensurng wanter.'
The Executive cf the Home Mission Committee
met bere last week and transacted a large amount
of business. The report shows that te the varieus
Presbyteries there wete allotted for services rend-
ered during the last six months the total arnounit
of $28,776. Changes ia grans were made, new
applications considered and appointmnents settled
upon te miss-on fields for the winter te the num-
ber cf one hundred and six. The dlaims cf the
Synods cf Manitoba and the North-west, and cf
British Columbia were aise attended te, the Rev.
Dr. Robertson'being on hand te give information,
as aise Rev. Allan Findiay, te report for bis field,
which we publish in full and wbich will be read
with iaîerest by ail who have eur Homne Mission
werk on their heart. We urgently and most heart-
ily commend it te the attention cf aIl our readers.
For the information and guidance cf students and
others who niany contempiate making application
for appointment in the sping as missionaries, wve
quote the following from the report cf the proceed-
ings of the comrittee :

"lhIl as resolved ihai applications ai Ihm sping meeting of the
committee for appaintiments fom univerriîy students, wbo ouly
offer ibeir services for tbe summner, will not bc cousidered untii ait
theologicai and other sîndenis, ebo sgree ta remain for ai leasi one
year lu ibm mission field, bave received sppoitmenis.

Il Il as farstter agried that bersiter ne siodent çf other
maissicns-ry appointed te ffilds in ibe Synoâs af Manitoba aud tbm
Nortb-west, and ai British Columbia, wyul bave bis retumo expenses
paid frein rthe fnds -aofibis ccmmutee ranieis he labor in lte fi eld
contlnuously for at lea-st en mooths. Futîber, il vs-s agreed that
only those stuldeis uo ocicr their services for. a terni cf ai les-st
six msonths.. will bereafier be eligibie far.mppcoinimenis. The fol-
lowlig were empowered to a m-e any necessary appoiniments.te
felds prior te the Manda meeting cf the- commnitie.-Drs. Cocch-
mrane. Robertson and Wmr<en. Blmnkrforma cf application for work
ca.be obiained by sinding a post.card te Ruv. Dr. Warden,
Toronto,,and aIl ipplilations vili be laid before Ibm comite."

Althqugh ,the committee have put forth strenu-
eus efforts -ôe suppl1y the iiiiion ,filis'inthe
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western part cf the Deminion, it would appear
that there are stili fiftcen missions unpmovided for.
Such congregatiens as Morris, Plympton, Bla-
moral, Oak Lake, Shanks, Ohater, Alexander,
Melita, Deloraine, etc., are aise, vacant and more
are likcly te, be ia the same list soo n. When there
arc se mnany ministers, missionaries and licentiates
in Ontario vho find it difficult te get settled, why
should net somte cf them go west ? During the
past five years about twenty-three missions in that
part cf the Church have become congregations ai. *
many more would follow suit if they could find suitî*
able pastors. Wouid it oct be prefemable te accepL
an appointmeat te a weak but growirug mission in
the west rather than a caîl te, a feeble and de-
caying congregation in the east? A policy that
would man the frontier and relieve the congestion
in Ontario would be a rame boon. We understand
that only with the geatest difficuity ceuld a man
be found for Rossland, for example, last spring ;
aIl graduates seemed te flght shy cf it. Wheme
conld a streng man find a better field for work ?
Let this reproach cf vacant fields in the west and
idie men la the east be removed if possible.

In View of statements such as the abovel
and those ia the report cf Rev. Mm. Findlay,
and cf ethers already made ia eut columas, ne
one whoý wishes te, know about eut Home
Mission fields, and the need cf labourers, can
plead lack of information. An aspect cf this
part of our womk which is most seions aud
makes a lond cail for liberality upon out Ohurcb,
and which it is te, be hoped will be heeded, is the
failure te, so large an extent cf vork la the lumber-
îng regions wvhere eur Chnrch is caring on her
missions. The ability cf the people ln aIl these
districts te, give as they have done, where it is net
entireiy taken away, is very greatiy crippled. The
means is la the more favored parts cf the Ohurch
te, meet this increased demand made upon them,
and every feeling of Christian sympathy for aur
brethren thus impoverîshed, the calcf duty, and
love te the Master corne te these more favored
cnes te arise and meet this increased present, but
la ail probability only temperary need.

MINIS TERS', WIDQ WYS- AND ORPHA NS'
FUN».

W E have already pubiished an appeal te the
Church on bebaif cf this fund from the

cemmîttee charged with administerîng il. The
collection te be inade fer it ia those congregations
which support it in this way is te be taken up next
Sabbath. We would remind pastors and Sessions
cf this fact. This is one cf the schem .s that sure-
ly ought te appeal most strengly te the sympathy,
as wvell as iiberalîty of eur Christian people. It is
the one designed te, prevîde a maintenance for the
widows and erphans cf deceased mînisters cf the
Chutch, and we confess te, a feeling cf surprise and
pain te leara that a large number cf cengregatiens
last yeam sent ne contribution whatever tewards
this fund. The resuit was that the income feli
short cf the expendîture by $3,600. As the Cci--
mittee are net aliowed te draw upon capital for the
payaient cf the annuities, it wiii be necessary te
reduce these, aiready small, unless the amount re-
ceived this year shall be some $5,ooo in excess of
thatofiast year. Owing tedepreciation la the value
cf property upon whirh investments wete made ia
fermer years, and cwing te, the great çlecrease in the
rate of interest, the income from this sonrce is very
considerabiy smaller than formeriy. On the other
hand, the number cf annuitants bas greatiy in-
creased. We are well aware that the continued de-
pression throughout the country affects the ability
of many of eut people te contribute large sums, but
sureiy there eught te be ne difficuity wbatever la
obtaining the comparativeiy small amouat requir-
ed for the maintenance cf this schemne. This
matter rests very largely with ministers and
sessions, and we caraestiy trust that ne session
or minister will deprive their people cf at least an
cppertunity te contibute something.la its support,
but that the claims of the schemne will be presented
firm every pulpit in the denomination, and a col-
lection taken. As the antluities reqýuire te be
pâid- upon the zst, November, it is hoped- that the
collection will not oniy be taken.next Sabbatb, but
that- the.amouait cf it-will be:forwà.rdedtoÔ the Rev,.
Dr. Warden,.before-the end cf the vWeek.

M4inistersareise reminded that their personal-
rates *are.payable la advance on the ist Novcm-
ber each yea1'

THE TALE 0F BALEN. By Ch~arles Algernon:LSwln*
borne. New York. Charles Scribner's Sons.

Mr. S*iaburne stands se undoubtedil bigh ln the ranks
of living British pacîs thai a new work by hlmn is eagerly
read ; but bis real ita 3amang «jur great poets of tbe last
hall of tbe nineteentb century lu stili undetermincd, and wil
probabIlso remaln until bis works are subjected tu the un-
Pl'ujudIced cricism cf a later day. Llke Tennyson ia.fbis
idi o l f"Ballu and Balan,"' Swinburne finds bis themne ta
Mallory's Arthurian legends; and a comparison of tbe
treatment cf tbe same story by tbe two poets es naturally
suggested, but ls beyond the scope of Ibis notice. Sufice It
tota l lat while Teunyson, as Is iisual wltbhlmin, merely
fands a sublect wblcb be develops tu bis own way, Swn-n
burne follows Mallary's siary quite closely ; and wbfls Ten-
nyson uses blank verse as la bis otber id's, Swinburne
usnes tbm baliad staaza cf Tenysoa's IlLady cf Shalot"
a stanza tbat lu apit t became wearisomc in su long a poem
as"I TheTale cf Baien," if its fitness for sucb a theme may

ne equesîioned an oe3ihetlc grounds. Mr. Swinburne lu
au ck oldged maierof ail English pootîcal mcasures;and
tbm way be averconles tbm difficuities cf sorte cf ibem, la
fanding or rnaklng rhymes and rounding up stanzas is simply
amazIng. He bas a prodigalily cf language tbat lu quie
uaexaînplod among modern Engiisb pomis, and be is some-
limies se carried away by "Ibth exuberance cf bis cwn
verbcsty " thai bis meaning lu ne% always quite clear. Te
say thut wbat is ont clearly intelligible has ne meaning
wculd ho unfair ; but wben tbe meanlng cannai be readir~
apprebonded It seems le ns the form cf expression must be
fauity. We might quote sevoral passages from thie portim
in which ibis vagueness af meanlng lu apparent, but it
pimases us betier lu quato a stanza la wbich tbm pnet's power
cf description and maiery c f rhythm are dlstiacîly notice-
able. Our Canadiau wlnier lu camlng on apace as we are
waraed by Ibm changing leaves and failing temperaînre ; and
Ibis Is bon Ibe pool sîngs ai, lot ns say, a Northunibrlan
wicter:

In winier when ibe year bures low
As fire wherein ne firebrands glow,
And winds dishevel as îhey btow
The loveiy siornxy wings cf soow,

l'be hearts cf nortbern encebure briglit
Wiih loy tbat mocks the jey of spring
Ta hear ail heaven's keen clations ring
Mnsic îbaî hids ihe spirit ing

And day Cive ibanks for nigbi.
The publishers bave praduced ihe bock iu irrepraach.
able form-clear type, îbick paper, wide margins, uncut
edgos, and sircng artisîic cevers.

The Ociober Cosopolitan continls a greai many ex-
quisîîeiy executed illustrations which are tei îbemselves a
source of pleasure and Instructiion, te whicb tbm first articles,
IlA Summer Tour ln the Scotiish Highlands," "lThe Siery
cf a Cbid Traîner," IlThe Pcrils and Wonders af a Truc
Desert Il very well lcnd themselves. Of Ibe saute kiad are
"'The ModenWomars Out af Doors" and "Somc Ex-impies
cf Recent Art." IlA Modern Fairy Taie " is Ibm first part cf
a tale cf modern bnsiness l11e by Theron C. Crawford. IlThe
Hisicry cf aur Cooks," lu anather cf tbm Jauger siaries by
Frances Courtenay Bayior. In tbm World cf Art and Let-
lors, and ibm Progess cf Science îhcre are the usual br;ef
actes on a varietv ai îimely stabjecis. [The Cosmapolian,
Irvingtca, New York, U.S.]

"eAil of Grace," an eanesi word wiib Ibese wbo are seek-
log salvatien by Ibm Lord Jesus Christ. By C. H. Spur.
geon. Toronto : Fleming H. Reveil Cormpany. Every anc
wbo kaows Spurgean's writingu knows what be may expeci
to flnd in a book frota hlm' witb ibis tille. Na man bas
ever surpassed Mr. Spurgeca Ir, the feliciiy and force wiib
whlcb be presents tbe saving imnut cf Ibm Word cf God,
and bere anc of the central iuthu about saivation wiil be
(auad fally set forîh. la the writet's owu ca; tarcitble and
Instructive way. "1It lu God tbat Jusîîfieb" ; I"Concer a-
ing Dlilverance tram Sinnng "; I"By Gracm Threugb
FaihIl"; IlHow May Faith be Illusraed "; IlAlas 1 1 Cao
Do Ncibing"'I; IlHcw Repentance lu Gîven"Il; IlKept by
the Power cf God"Ilare Ibe titles of somc cf ihe chapters cf
tibis belpful liii le bock. Price ;octcl.

In tbe Ocîcher number cf Godey's Magazine ihcrc
appears a mast Iuleresting articlc on caricaturing and cari.
caturisîs, IlThe Prescut Campaign ln Cartoon." This cf
course rofers te tbm Presîdential cantesi Iln the adjacent
Union, and, tagoîbor with an exposition af thc principles cf
the work la question end same accouai cf tbe achieve-
menIs cf tbm varions workers, prouenîs sampies cf a number
cf Ibe best insîânces cf picîcriai badinage, which have se
far appearcd in the different metropelitan dailles. Altheugb
Ibm wriîer cf ibis article styles Mr. C. G. Bush, cf tbe New
York Herald, Ibmth dean cf newspaper caricature," we are
ioclined te appreciale meut ibm productions ci Mr. Homer
C. Davemport, cf tbm Neyr York .7ournal. Eris cartoons,
asid fronta being weil-exccuîmd tectinically, are irresisiibly
drali. [Thc Gcdoy Company, 52 Lafayette Place, New
York.]

The Met hodist Magazinse and Review for October pro-
soats au Interesting bil of lare. hIcadu cff wilb an article
on Australla, Ibm "4Greator Britain cf ibm South Seas.'"
Other iateresîing articles are, "lla Search of Bis Grave,"
glvlng an accouicf ibm searcb for tbm truc site cf Caivary
and tbe 10mb of Christ. by Blshop Vncent ; I"Meoaies cf
Ibm Bay cf Naples," Il lames Russell Lowell and tbm Blgelow
Papers" <lJoba Nelson, the Yorkshire Mason," "IlCatherine
of Siena," IlAu Iaspiiag Obapier la Methodisi Hlstory,"
"lTrac Empbasis la Religion," "The Far Distances cf Our
Univorse," etThe Malins cf Ibm Ancieat Eibiopic Cbnrch."
In Ibm closiag part wo fiad au able bitcf original researcb
byMW. M. Paton, of Loidma, Holiand. A revlew cf Swia-

bune's new pocm ",IlModern.ApolORoîlcu," by Chancelier
Burwia&; notices cf Lord Russell, Li Hung Chaag,,and
Nansen,,witb portraits and map cf Nansen's roule-; and
Recmnât. Science, wîb cut of Bazin's nov roiling steamer,
oic., "ùe np a nuaiber of speial i nterest. [William Brlggs,
PablUber, Toronto.]


