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SOME SLIGIIT IMPROFEMENTS

NEEDED IN THE GENERAL
A SSEMBL Y.

BY KNOXONIAN.

To say that the last General Asiein-
biy ivas ftle best Since '75, iniglit he
saying' too mueli. It Is quite sale to) say
that it was one o! the best. The tone
of1 th(- meeting was good; ifs business
ciâpaclty was good, and considering the
extremc heat of the weather, the big
Court was faIly I.Udustrious and ener-
getic- There was littie time spent over
small1 questions, and no wrangling over
any, large or small. The brother N-ho
rimes regnlarly witli his point of order,
w-as eItlict' too mucli baked with the lieuat
f0 risc, or he leit is point at home, to
keep company with the thirdly of his
last .sermîon. On the whoie, the big
Court -inoved alcvng ut a fair i)ace, did
useful business ln a good nafured, sen-
sible w-ay, and wound up a day earlier
than usual.

There wvas one cxtremely critical mio-
mer' t. The zeai of soine o! the members
very neariy led flic Assembly f0 go
toîn famt ln flic Montrea-l case. The good
sense of theme niembers, ami their wi-l
lngnees to proceed ln a reg-ular, consti-
tutIona; way, 'vas shown by the readi.
ness wfih whiech they came bacek from
fh-" edgc of the precipice, whien the dan-
ger was Pointed out hy Principa.l Coi-en,
Dr. A. D. McTonaid, ani otherg. Any
kinti nf adelix-erance ut thaf point ihat
had anythIing ln it would have had fie
app11earance of a pre-imigment of the cage
fi the absence of Prof. Campbell, and1
W-0u1(1ni oalshave looked Ille a vote O!
1vant of confidence In the Presbytery of
Montreal. That Presbyfery Isel>-ct ble
f0 attendl to ifs own affire 'ithout any
Piodding froinithle oufside. if the mat-
fer e-vez cnes before the Assenîbiy, if
wlilIrdc what if believes to lie its fduty.
Iý,n t he meantime. itf the Preehytery of
Montreal (o Itm duty, and let the rcst
Mil s(do our duty by attending t-o our
on-n business.

In Sorne respects, Asqembly meetings
havc greitly Improvcd during the last
fen- years. The oldl-time speech, with
thllong introduction, le as eamn gone
as Ofhello's o'!eupatîo>n. Nobofir be.%ins
non-w It h 1thle ndient f6rmîîîa, "Mr. MM-
eraf or, T feel T cannot gi'.-e a suient vote
o11 thh-quston" The aneaker susin
mvithloui snYiin nvtling ab -jout lbis fled-
InSs. Like a sensible man, lie tsçgumesq
fhat If lie mpeaks. the meinhersm ay take
for erante(il hc does not ftedl ike being
mlIent.

Af fislIast Assembî. .there n-as :a
distinct improrenient ini the populur even-
Ing meetinirs.Owiug to flic intense
h-it anidftle Inability of lluman nature
- ever Pebyeianhuman nathwe-to
keep up f-he Infcrest beYO-nd a.11certain
point,.flic evenIng meetings o! the ce-
M'-id w-eek 'vePre not qui-te as n-el attend-
cd -as those of thc firet. but ail11w-ere
wood. Brother Murray. of flic Haîiftix
Witness, deelared a year ago h,+a le-

the bottoni o! the business, know more
abîout lion- it ouglit fo be arranged,
titan ofliers w-ho may nof have given if
a moment's serions consideration.

Woal If ot lie a good fhing to ap-
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p)oint standing commit tees uccording to
some mystein. About tn-enty-five bodies,
keallecd standing committees, have f0 lie
,-tpo!ntcîl nt f aei meeting ni Assembly,
anti it- is n refiection on anybody f0
saY, that flic n-ork is e3arce1y (donc lu
hIgIliy sln i style. W'lethcr a 'naine
goes on or goes off, olcienols on-%N-cil if
lm prcttylia rdti tasay -hat if lepende
on. PerhîpF thc principal reasop wlîy
if- goeF oni, is be-auuwi it n-us on before.
That iutit have been flic reasou wly,
the naine o! a dleceesed rinister n-ns put
au nue o! he Coilege Boardls ut t-lIast
Assembiy meeting. Woulio.iifot lic wel
to have a systeni by n-heu nue-tiiirdolfa
each conmnîtteo' or boaril, îvould be comi-
pîose(! o! mewmcven. Tf members retircd
lu scornesystemafie n-ay, flic unpleasanf-
ness o! m'-riking mnines off n-ould lic avoid-
eti. and new- blond îvould leie ntroduccol
cadli year.

WouloI it flot le w-cil fo epend more
tirne ou flic finaticiaii und stafimtical re-
port. Th 1.9is almanet the only report
fliat hrinigîîflie Churir, as a whîole, lie-
foire flic Assr'ibiy, and migltIf fmot lie
aI gonol thing f0 look at thc Chuîrdl as
a w-lole. The of lier reports, or iuost af
flieni.oeai-l i parts o! our work. Dr.
Tormance lu lus adîtîîrable reports, 1brinvs
fhe Chuireli tis a unit before flic Àse'nî
lily, but Il<' Amseiubly, for smre reasofn
or anotî-r. n-er gives muicli doflsider-t-
lion fa fleii nit. Looking carefnlly at
moine part, perhnsps a emali part; niflice
w-aor k o! f l qF Ciîurclî, and paying no at-
fentiami fo flic Churcli as a n-haie, pain-
fîîlly reninols oue o!flice man w-li coulol
sec a f ly ounflic barn doior, but could
neyer sec flicbarn.

Most usmurelly. if n-ouldlie un lui-
proveaient fo have a standing coinittee
on fhloienci clucation. Wlîo knows flic
number o! tîcoinlogiltud.ente In flic
Chmrdli. or flic amount cnfributed for
flicologicul eincatinu, or flic number of
sfîîdlelîFo gradniatcd lu each year. Wliy
arc f heme InPortunt figures mlot kuo-wvn?
$tlmplyý because flic Colege u-ork o! thé
Cliurci' lm prcseuted fo flic 'Ascmbly lu
six oIlffereuf p)arts. liv ail Tmeans let
o'a"li Cnilege report for Itself, buf f liere
sîiould lie a standing rominittee t-o give
aur peopel a blrd's-eye vien- o! our Coîlege
n-ork. lon- w-vould flic Home Mission
w-ork. or fthé F'-rei zn Mislsion, or A tgmen -
tation, ôr Frenchi Evangelization look if
biroken Into six fragmente and prem-ntf"<
fo fliù Assemibly lu six reports. Wliy.
.4iould a gond Preebyterian lie expeet-
col fo w-nde f lrouigl six reports for
facta and figures aboutf fliological edxx-
cation. n-len lie fInda flic fotais al mcady
f0 bis land lu cvery other departmnent.
Thce-vuork loue lunflic colleges lela umt-as
Important as flic work doue anywliere cisc,
and flic Churcli shouid le f nid al abouit
if, lu exactiy flic came way as our peo-
pie are told about ever'y other kIud of
n-ork -

RFL!rGIFON AND PLEASURE.

BY W. G. JORDAN BA

-Lovers rif pleasuire rather than lovera
of God." This le a cicar, sharp desclrip-
tion of one clamseo! worîdly mcii; regard-
cd 'w th( ligîf o! Paui's lite and feach-
lng, It is very suggestive and leads us on
f0 ftle consIderaf Ion of important tmuflis.

dng two fhiugs iln direct opposition n-hieh-
need fo lie bron-glit Into perfect liarmony.-

M-an le called to tIud hie trucIlite ln

a Aupremne love of bd ; fthe greaf cont-
nianolment urges us f0 love Gôd with
ail oîmr pon-ers, ail areund us there ate ai-
luremeuts tfowàrds pleasures vliclî are
<langeroue or wikkeed. Heuce, arises flic
greaf conitradiction Pf Ille whtdlh iVe iut
ecdlimtuefandéqettle inus 1oluS wty. We caui-
not ehlrk fis issue ; Whether ive w-I or
no, our cliaracter le assuming a definite

form,
1 !aney T cau licar some young muan

say: "la there flien a downright andi
final contradiction between religion and
picasurc-? I lave beefi tohi go, but
I did ol t think fthe statnment wvas qulte
truc. Tlierc arc people w-lintell nie
fIat religion le a mùoplbg, nie-laticiiouly
business wlic takes ail tIcinîusic ouf o!
a man's lte, Thley fhink tlîcy caxi
-get fhron-gu fls world vem'y n-clI ithout
mucli religion, and if MIf s nccemsamy fo
swailow If as a prepa ration for flic next,
tliey are rcady f0 take If as a bitter
pill jusf betore tley die. This l3 comfmoià
talk among flose n-ho scof f a.i religion,
but I d.d flot expect to hear if from,- fli
piilplt.'

Thaf klnd o! talk lias belind if a taise
conceptIon, bof h o! religion and pîcasure.
The word In flic axi' may be ised o!faw
fui deliglifs and heailihful efljoymeufs, buti
It lias a efrange temideucy fo go dowun-
w-ard lu ifs meaul-ng, aud points *mmci'
freouuentiy fo f lose pleasures n-hidi are
specially earthly and self iel. Do you umean
by pleasure, doiug as you Il V, living
rcckleely, dellghlln luefic texerish ex-
cîtement o! drinkln'g and ganibling, or ln
fixe selfilel puirsuif of gain and popular-
lty,? Then tIceann-Wer le plain, endli
pleasure-seekIng cannot lie reconclied n-lth
amxy iofty tholiglit "fi rellign. If yen
mean n-hocesome eujoyment 'vhlcI buiîds
a man up ln purl't1 .o! lite ahd sfrengtl
of chamraciter, n-e mainfain f-lai' sucli joys
flow troni real religIton.

Among fixe tiret Chrisfian disciplces oh-
ticuif quetions arose concernlng fhlr me-
iafionshlp to eoclei'y, but lu many f lnge
their n-ay n-as clear. Persecufin drove
thent near fo ecdiother tor conitori' and
lelp. The nen-ixese and peculiarity o!
fhlr taifli, naturaily made i'lîm separ-
ate fron fhe oufeide n-orld. Thc idola-
trous practices oIf thc fl-me, and flic bru-
fa-iity o! the gladlatorlàI shtbýw, minques-
tlonabiy cuftf hem o! f from popular
amusements. 'Now tfhecClurdli and flic
'world do ni' stand lu such open confmaaf-,
tiiough thereleoflie came n-lde dit femence
o! spirif. Some Chistifan m-en feeliug
fIls, scek refuge Iu a narmon-nees of 111e
'vhîi cufs tlem off as mucli as possible
from thelr ftclloýw'men. Others tîgaîn
are dIspoeed f0 prldefixemselves ou fxeir'
foîcmafn, f le-ir senese and ight,
fhlr successIn show ing fIai' religion does
flot frown upon any really brigxi and
beautîful f hlng n-bld God las given us.
ýTley say, "We revere our Purîtan fore-
tathers, and n-b know flaf ln order fo
figlif their baffles tliey uccded to be stiff
amid strong, but n-e tllnk flic time lias
corne n-len n-e eau lave purlfy witliut
Puritaninu. Wc cannof uow toliOw ouf
these f n-o tendenctes ln fleir varied
f reatmuent of lite, worship and service; n-e
point to fleni mereiy tor fli 'mrpose o!
slon-lug tla i' ifle a. greai' probiem n-lieh
lias miot yet been rcduced fn any emali

and lie nake@ s netefliat flere isno
force n-hliheau mec-t pleasure-lovIng but
Lbod-loving. lHe thus gett behind ac-

flous, to the 111e whieh inspires tliem. Thl
description If; provocai'le ro! heaît-seS1Cil
Ing anid .questionings. 'I)lentur-IdVe1'
rath-er flan God-lôdvers." l'ove is ti
rulln-g f oîce iif life. What a wfalAio1VeO
he Seeks aff-er.,liîat a mnan loves lie'
thiuks beaufiful, whaf lie loves
taius a masfery oVer hlm, and hy 4
constant attraction ishapes hig I iild
moulds biseliax'acter.

(a) Pleasure-lovers are pleasur-eekee'-
The sotîl gesout fo seek wliat if hYV*
These loyers of gaiety arce ever & 'eekiiig .t»
mhake 111e a gcsod finie Ii their shallO.
selise. rase and fun are de! mite and C05ll
stant objecfs of their scarch. Hcnce,îfiieIr-
lite becomes thin, and tlîey fiîink tu'
their personal faflc~y lg the hi.,ghest gijd$d.
of life.

(b) I>easure-îlove rs make sacrIfices f0O'
picasure. In f ls spirit aloo love d8"
mands3 its sacrifice. Dutles are negleCt.
cd and(theflc aims of ofliers slig'hfed, Ol
portunities o! leairnin-g truf h and reeI#ý
Ing god arc sacrifiei at flic shrifle é
pleasure. This often I'ëhds fo the sadrI,
lice of helatix and lionour, Wthflaf whlcli
Ws nobles-t lu manhood. aud pureelt ini'vé)
îinauliood,

(c) 1l1esrelovers pursue a PlaiitOÉàl1

Tliey sec cnany fine si-glas and hear 1»ucb
0f fihe vorld's beivitelîîng miusie; tliey hv
passîug sensations in greaf variety, bl'~
t he reallty welll love craves f ley (10 nOi'
f ink, rhey corne at lait fo tliaf-Wearl'
neeswhicli miays "al le vantfy."1

(a) Loyvers of God faste a io3,-VyjC
18 uukuoûvn t(>fthc shallow devpjftes 01
pleasure. Those whiose supreme inter-,
eest is in f-lie theafre or bail-muni,do
nof uuderstand flic joy of sincere wJt
slip, real pleadIng prayer and raPît.
cOmmuliion wit-h God.

(b) A mian like Paul la 80 filicil wlth
tlie love of God, and ftle intense purli*0O
ot hisIlite,. f4hafthe questions 0f pleasgure
and amusement (10flot concern hlm per-
-soualîy. Hîs Ilite -as 80 eompleote-yiy gîv
en up to others f laftliere whs n fle
for hIiii to ask how tO epend hie ervenilg90
or 'how t"> emPl-O~Yhies pare f ime, Tue 00e"
great deisiî-e wlth hin-as s0 to inisf1ruct'
flic youug dilsciplesf, litaf fey would be
able to order their lives on Clristli
princeles. But the infensify ofnildi
Purpose did flot ilnur hie lite or narrnwhi
character.

(c) 'The greaf., lesson of hie lite, iluth
conncct ion, i thaf prohibitioin !rom 0 11t
side, as Churel etiquette, liowev-er reas(O"
able, canniot dclIvcr us frnm flic subt'i
love of pleasure. A new love muSt be
broiuglt In. The atoryo!flihec'cross 'Dloti
become a reality fo us, revcall'ng t11e'>
love of the eternal God. Thisa enterii'%
into flic soul eau Inspire entliusiastic >01
and a buoyant hope 'vhicli Wil n ena ' -

a man to walk ri-glit tlirough thuse b,
n-ildering worid. Chirist savee us fr00 

-

becoming lovera ni pleasure by makillig
lovera of God.
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cottage Iteel!. Heartease eç mfarry -

eyed, sheddiug oehci lilît aund beau'tY
around, thaf ail garden tlo-e'rs were
nofhing besîde lier.

There are some people, !rue and go<>od
no doubt, who-ee lîgt alnes nw8rd hI'

does fot radate fo those arouid.- ut I

It wag differemgt w lfh the. I, tte w dqOw ' --


