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OIUR ÎOOUX0 CoLKI.
&LSIS MA RLEY AND) lER PIUS.

Bsh wont up to ste ' wsic,
Buti lien lW tilt efgbi or nino.
Andl Su"nY able lois take ber %lm@."

(Maiber Goor&>

Non', dear little people, I hiappait tu knuw
mur about Elsie Marley and lier pige than
hiother Goose does-a littie jîig told me ail
aboutt it 1 Eisie's maitrna and imppa livoti on
a littie farmn ini the cuntry, andi suit a antig
littio cuttage. Thoy Lad two eltiidrcn-Elsioi
and lier baby brother, just two y-ars cid. One
day in June before daybreak bir. andi Mnm.
*aloy woe rno% ing about the bouse, lire-
ýaiig te go te town, four or five utiles away.

à1r hiarloy wais to tak( vogotabios9, fi ait,
chiiekens andi eggs to soli, and his wife wanted
w0 goL seula mualin and cali.aj and se0 lier
aunt, wvho lived iii the town. Tho baby waa
to go too, but Elsie was to bc loft Rt home as
titere was not rom for lier in the spring rag.
gon, anmd thon soea ono nust foodi the chick-
ens andi pgs.

Just before she loft Mrs. Marley gave Elsie,
whio %vas sounti asloop, a gooti shaking, andi
told lier sile mu8ut geL up righit away, andi
rntist be sure andi foodi te pigs andi chiekens
andi tidy up the bouse. ',Oh, yes, na'amn,

saiti Elsie brighitly, but aftor hier niother loft
and ail was quiet, site coulti notresistanother
nie little :. 4 >"dtfor a faw minutes," elhe
tuld hier&of siccpily. But wu ail know what
that meaiea 1 The heurs passed, anmd stili lazy
Elsie skcpt and drcained the ime away, The
suit stared ini at tho window and trieti his best
tu ivakc ler, but in vait 1

lnthLie meantinie Ltme pigs were getting
hungrier and liungrior: 'Squeak, squeak 1 "
-aidl one littie pig; "l'ru tiLsrved tu death
nearly. Wby doîî't someone bring me somue-
thing te cati?" " Yau mîarly starved te
deatht' You are aiwayt; thinking of your-
self," grunteti a tiîamm~a pig, crossly. IlHow do
Yeu suppose I foot 1

IIIt is tee bati we tnuist depend upen iazy
littie girls te give lis aur breakfast," saiti the
wi'we papa pig, Iltleey do net knon what it is
to bie iîungry." IlUgh, uigh," snorteti an im-
liaient andi very fat littie pig, " I can't tvait
any lo>nger. 1 feot that I'rn growing thinner
every minute." Graduaily t ipigs gathoreti
.],er together andi helti a consultation-anti
titi is whvlat thoy decideti te do.

Elsie's bedroom was4 onm tIî' ground floor,
a'êi they dete-mined te try andi waken hier
theumslvms The whole bord rami acrSs the
lbar-yard-frightening the ducks anti chick-
cita eut of their festmers, wito thougli hungry
w'éré, naturally i.ore patient and less greedy
than the pigs-.straight on to Elsie's windew,
%vhcre they gave bier such a serenade ! Yeu
neyer heard a leuder eni, l'in sure 1 St
P Lie slept like the soven steepers 1

T!,-impatien.t littie pig could stand it ne
luiiger H e da-ted areundti th ie back door.
Now, as luck woudd have it, Mrs. Marley bat!
loft titis door open, andth ie baby had run
ba"k te kisa Elpie «goed-by." and! lf t ail the
uthors open. Whon vaie littie pig found timis
'tut lite squeaieti triumphantly te Lthe others.

ln a second Ltey wao around in. lit the
house tlhey went, gruntlng and isquteniing, ri-
nlng signinst chairs, tîpsotting bueketsuni
t.hey butrst itL Elsie's mint it.solf. lie wus
funt. for Slii was a very caroless littie girl
andi loft lier Lhings on tue floor n'-d overy.
whoe. One pig chuwed lier itair-ribbon,
anothor picked up lier doll in him nauth got

tinaz lier fint" elothon ail wot, andi frigli toniîtg
lier terribiy They scattere! lier clotiî. al
the inie iîîaking stieh a coummotion that nt
laut Eliu'i Rwoke.

Silu, thinught nt first it mutýt ho a dr'ain
whon die uit up in bcd, andi wus very iinuchl
frigîttencti. Wien eite realizeti that it tvns
really truce. she isoon t scmiibled out of Iit<l andi
drovo thom nut Thont fitle hurripd to droits,
ate lier brcakfast, andi gave tae pigs, duckn
andi clickcua thetrs. But iL was i;o bite iiowv.
andi so hmot. thrit silo decidoti ta wait tintil late
in the aftertioon La tidy the lieuse -anti wiîat
do yen think flier imamima andi papa camne
home beforo elte liCd matie te betis or tuatod
andi ewept

JumL thimk hew a.9hainet eble must have
beenl Do yîti tiink Rite ever elept se late
again ? The littia pig Limat told nmue about it
diti net kno.-D. IL C.

711R SIS TER MON TUfS.

<Iiy LucT Làacois, li St. Nihotai.)

WVhei April stops anide fer May,
Lflko diarnonds ail th'e rais. drops gilmon.

Protb violets open ovcry day ,
To nme mow bird esch heur wo iaton.

The. citildien vih the, etreatmiets sns,
WVhou April stops ai lut ber woopins;

And overy hatppy growlsg hhlug
Langlis like a babo just rouaod Iront aleeping.

YoI April waters, yoar by year,
For lagguil May, ber thiraty flowers;

Anil NY.y, in golM 09 nbeams eloar,
Pays april tor ber ailvory chowers.

AU fluwcrs ut aprng are nos Maya8 ows;
The crocus can not oftn kios lier,

The iunowdrop, ero alto comoi, bus Iiown;
The eviiesi violeis ulways mien ber.

Nor doos Mity clain the wholo of spring;
She lesrec te April blousontu tcnder,

That closely te the. warm turf ding.
or swing front tree-botigha. igli and ulendcr.

And May-4lowers bloomt bef ore MVay comn
To cheer a Uitile Aprll'ws adness,

The poach.bnd, glows, lte wlld bee humes
And wind-flowora wave in gracutel gwaos.

They are two iater, aide by aide,
Sharlng tbo changes of tbe wcaîhoer,

Playing at preiiy aeek nd bide-
Sc far apart, .n closa togcther 1

April and 3May one moment atoet
But fireoli aig'ba their grectlngs etroiber;

And breezes tell, and birds repuat
How May and April 1Doe eacb ailier.

YO UNG RA TS YURSED BRY A (CAT.

A fe-%v yeais ago, wlten visiting a neigitbour's
bouse, iL was utentioned i n Lime course of con-
versation, that there wus thon on the promises
ts singular cesa of a cat having adopteti chut!-
,-'en frcimt a nest of ono cf bier natura! victinis.
On nmy expressing: a wish te -,ýitncss this
phenomenen, I wias at once taken te the stable
yard, and Limera shown a fine female caL nurs-
ing a family composed * of two kittens anmd twe
handseme young rats, the whoie four living i
perfect harmeny. On my cnquiring the his-
tory of titis renarkable group,I1 was inforrned
by Lima coacluna ini charge, thptt shortly aftcr
the cat-motier bad given 1)irth te a Blittr of

kittelle, eite imat bc'a depriveti hy Itin of ail
but titreo. 'lie mothor ovidoîttly diti not
approvo of tin retinotion In her farnily, bc-
raille restle.q for a f inîil., anti, nit lier agmla
tiettlingdown, it wat discovoreti site bat! re-
plaSet onme of lier turdoreti clildren by a fine
)youug rat. Seeing Litis, andi knowing thal
rat wero toe nuîinrous tW pleasa the gatne-
keepiLr, te ceacliman detorminttd tu <Iestroy
une of te tlitrLo ronmaliig kittans, whili w&m
(lotie Oit tae following inornimg tha coaeh-
titanm, on vimtitimg te cat's nursery, was net a
littlu tmriînseq to discever that tima mnothor, in
iaits ai lier miituîxlrdt offispring, lindt introducotI

iaLe lier nureoiy a necond young rat. The
tw" kittmîs, ini conmpany with te two rats,
land beeti i mmalarially nurset, anti wore, wben 1
usw toe, living in perfect barrnony. They

wierw nt tîtat tintie about two monthit aid, anmd
were rosiding Logether ia an olti wiaa-cae,
%% itis a picco of ivire iîetting titruwn ovor Lime
tep. Tue young rat» woe protty lookîng,
mlek ereatures, with brown eye.4, anti ovidont,
iy wielliluourishotl. Timey were, howover, of
different dispositions, for wivhle ane Nvould
%vith confidence return te visitor's gaze, time
othor tiislikod being iooked at by straxigers,
ait ivoulî, en tho approach of Lthe latter,
m;ako frantie ondoavours te conccal itéielf

amtîongmtt the fut of its foster-mother.

IlTHE WVORK 0F O UR HA NDW'

«Tue work of emîr imands establiah Thou IL."
1 rendth ie words ov'er again, going back a
littia. "I Lta beauty of tho Lord our (lot
lie upon uis, and the work of our bauds ostab.
lish Thmou iL"

"'Tho work of mny liantis day by day," I
satid a.mnost scornfully, as I thouglit of Lthe
lio:tmly -vork try hanta li te do, tme cook-
iîîg. the hnuir-work, tîte patching, Lima menti-
imîg, te rougit, hard work I somatimes had to
put Lhent te. Andi 1 smiied as 1 thougmt of
such,.work beinge ostablishetiforever. I smiled.
again almnest bitteriy as I Lixuught, " IL la
establisiot timat my liants muet work, if net
forever, for ail my earthly Lime."

IlPleaso comb îny imair now, mamnina; the
firqt beil is ringing," anti Netidie Lappeti my
hanti with his comb.

I patteti andi snmootited my boy's taugleti
"lThe %work of myî bands," 1 saiti, and

permap more gently than usual turncd up nîy
buy's face tu kis bis lips as hl ie nt to school.
1 turueti te te sitting-rooîtt, tirets up Lime
siades in tho bay-wintiew, se that rny few
go -sniums miglît have ail te sun's ray they
coulti, shook doîvn the cealiun Ltma steve, dust-
e,1 Lime chsairs, straigitened out the table-covor
anti boeks, anmd brushiet te eibretis froni the
carpet, sighing a littIe, over the thin plame
that Lime best a.rrangement~ of mats ceuld net
qjuite cover. The rooms lookati neat ant idy.
ITho work of m*y hands," 1 ropeateti, me-

chanically. Just Lthon te sun shone out
brigbt. IL lit Up. my ruoni like a kind smile.
IThe bcauty of *lie Lord our (led." I repea<-

cd seftly.
I w"'nL te my henîely work in the kitchon.

Pationt.y I triet! to go timrough my overy'day
routine of duty. For 1 said te myself, 44U
timis is smiways te te time work of my hsnds,
surùlyý 1 must let Lima beauty of my Laord rest
upon IL."
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