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at last the countess grew furlous. I laughed
in secret, but bude her not be rash; told her
that I would watch them and keep her inform-
ed of their movements. By this time I was ac-
quainted withall the parties and so I could work
my plans easily. .

«Hending & letter to the lady, I obtained her
}resence in the garden of the count’s mansion,
and then telling bim that his wife was there,
I ran into the house to britg ber to witness the
meeting. The count flew to the arbor, where
he supposed his wife to be, and two minutes
later I was there with Lis wife, watching them
ti rough the trees. It seems thathe had embrac-
ed the lady, who at first sight was much like
his wife, and that she, having secretly loved
him, received it as a tribute of affection and
would not believe he had mistaken her for bis
wife.

« When we reached the place she was re-
proaching him with bitterness, and shaking the
letter I had written ler in his face. The coun-
tess dashed in upon them with blazing eyes,
tore the letter from the laiy’s hand and glancing
to the bottom of the page saw the count’s signa-
ture. Oh, wasu’t she angry then! She would
have kitled bim on the spot if she had possessed
a weapon, but 1 had foreseen this, and hid all
she owped. Down upon his knees dropped the
count—my Wilford of old—and begged and
protested; butall in vain, his wife would not
belleve & word he said. Oh! it made by heart
glad to see his anguish and hear his volce
in supplication. But that was a long, long time
ago!' .

The old woman closed her eyes, and lald her
head back as if very weary.

The twilight had deepened iuto dark ; arlsing,
I lighted the gas,

« Won't you take o little refreshment now,
Luelia?” said Russ, not knowing what other
name (o use.

« Who calls me, Luelia 7 she cried, staring
forward exciltedly, aund then added, with a
chuckling laugh, «It's my name yet, though
I am faded and ugly. No, I eatonly three times
a day, young man. Well, my fine ocount had to
leave his fair countess, or die, for she swore she
would &ill him, and she meant it. Twice I
folled her in her attempts to polson him, and
then he was only too eager to get away. He
knew that I hadsaved his life, and he was grate-
fal, he said. Bah! his yratitude! One night
he stole away, taking his cbild—a little xirl—
with him, and succceded in secreting himself in
a vessel bound for England.

«3hortly alterward 1 left Spain, and returned
to London. Finding that.I had so changed that
my friends in Loudon did not know me, I gave
out word that Luella, was dead, and I was her
heiress. As I had all the necessary papers to
prove this—death certificates are easily bought
— and all the certificates of money deposited, I
ensily came iuto possession of my own fortune,
and attended mmy own funeral, attired in deep
black. Of course [ had to buy a corpse to re-
present myself, but that was no particular trou-
ble. Ha! bal! money will do anything. This
safely accom plished, I caused my lawyers to
write to Wilford, tell him of Luella's death, and
Lhut he was helr to ten thousaud pounds. You
may besure that this byought him and the child
to London in a trice. He virlted my grave,
made a great show of sOrrow, heaped reproaches
upon himself, called me an angel, and then took
expensive lodgings, and began to spend my
money freely. Anuouucing that I was guing to
Frauce, I shut myself up for a week, then 1
presented myself before Wallace Wilbraham,
as he now called himseif, and requested a place
as governess for his child. He liked 10y appea-
rance, sud I at once began my duties. I hated
the man now, hated hiny with as much fervor as
I ever had loved him.

] had been there a week, and il was now
time to comwence to torture him. Dressiug
myseif 1n white, I puton a wig of golden hair,
and a} peartd before him afier he had retired,
as Luella, The device was a perfget success.
He shivered snd groaned. The secoud time I
appeared he fired at me twice with bis pistols,
but as [ had tuken good care Lo remove the
bullets I was not barmed, and his belief that I
wus u veritable ghost was strengthened. He now
became moody and sullen, and (rembled at
the slightest sound. Oh, it was food and drink
to me to see his'misery! Twice a week fora
whole month I walked as & ghost, and wmy
master grew thin, nervous und sleepless. Ufien
I heard him praying to have the phautom re-
moved from him, and my heart leaped with
delight as I witnessed his suffering. At leugtn
he took W drinking, and remalned in a stupor
the greater partof tbe iime. Earth had no peace
for him. He was reaping his rewand for tue
agouy he had luflicted upon me.
but sorely he was golog to his death, aud In
three wponths from that time he metil. Re-
morse killed iim-—I did not. I felt vo puugs
when I saw him cold beivre me, but [ remem-
bered the day when ln my white robes I walted
for him-—walted, und had faith in alm when all
around me doubted him. Weil-a-day, that was
& rong tlne ugo.” )

The old woman worked her hands, aud wmut-
tered sume unintelligible words 1o herself,

«“What became of the chiid?” | asked,
deeply interested in Luls marvellous atory.

« His ckiid? oh!yes,” she muwmbled, pusilug
her hand acruss her brow, “Itook her. Sue
was then four years oid. I named her Stella
Wiilbraham, to sult myself, and luvoked out for
her as tenderly as if she were my own, and
gave her a good educatiou. When she  was
twenty years old she mairied; sle was miser-
ubie nfter the uistl five yeurs of her mariied

\ite, and often came 0 me for comforl. 1 guve

Grudually |

her all I ovuld, but my sympathy for married
people isn’'t much. B8tella lived to forty years
of age, then I helped lay her out for the grave,
and took her only child home with me, to bring
up as I had her mother.

«] was sixty-three years old when Stella
died, and her little girl was just ive. Now the
little one is & young woman of nineteen, beauti-
ful and good—too good—some villain will win
her und make her miserable, I suppose. Alack-
a-day, 8o the world goes! I’ve seen much in my
time-—more than the most of women., But my
day’s most ran out.”

« Do you think she is imsane, or is all this
true ? "' whispered Russ.

The old woman'’s quick ear had caught his
wordg, and before I could reply she darted a
scornful look at him from her sunken eyes, and
said, impatiently :

« Have I strength or time to amuse two nin-
nies with a pack of falsehoods ? Do you think
I could make up all this? Out upon you for a
stupid ingrate.”

Scowling darkly, she drew her old shawl
around her and arose to her feet. Russ apolo-
gized but she paid no heed to his words;
she had evidently taken a strong dislike to him.
As she left us I asked her where she lived, and
thanked uler for telling us her history, but she
sald brusquely that when she wanted to see
me again she would come where I was, and
that she told her story because she liked to, not
to please us.

«Can it be truth ?"” said Rusg, looking at me
in mingled perplexity and anxiety.

I returned his glance, and perceived at ouce
that there was something on his nind. Won-
dering what he could be, [ answered :

“My dear fellow, truth is stranger than fic-
tion every day in the week. As Lo our visitor
being insane, that is absurd—no lunatic can
break the thread of a story and recover it ag she
did. I te ted her on tbat in the first part of her
narrative, or rather we both did, by remaxining
silent. You know Shakespeare makes Ham'et
say, when he is thought to be insune, :Bring
e 10 the test, and I the matter will re-word,
which madness would gamboul (rom." But
what troubles you? for that something does is
very evident.”

« I'11 tell you, Walter,” Russ answered, rather
nervously, and trying bard to avoid my gaze.
«You know Fiora Mayne? Yes, of course you
do. Waell, I have been very attentive to her
for some eight months, and [ awn confldent she
loves me. She is a good girl, and I really thivk
& great deal of her, but lately I have been much
with Marlon Vesey. Marion is rich, you know,
and beautiful——"’

+ And you are considering which It the better
tnvestment,” I said reprovingly. ¢ For shame.
your income is enough to be comfortable on—
let Marion go, and reiurn tv Flora.” .

« By Jove, I will!” he exclaimed,with evident
relief. « 1t is the only way to satisfy my con-
sclence. I may thank this old woman and you
for making me take eounsel cf my heuaft instead
of my ambition.” '

Four months subsequently Russ Leyden inar-
ried Flora Mayne. 8ix months after that an.

aged woman died, leaving her adopied daughier

ten thousand pounds, W. u, K,

THE SIAMESE TWINS IN THEIt
OWN LAND. EIR

When I first saw the Niamese Twius their
strange foreign féatures, and the few sentences
spoken for my entertalument in the harsa dia-
lect of thelr country, made us stroug an {m pres-
sion on my childish iancy us the freak of Nature
which bad united thein so closely. Yetlscarcely
expected then ever to visit tihe pluce of Lhelr
birth, or to converse with their purents in their
own vernacular. When, however, after the
lapse of years, my husband und myself were
setting forth on cur Kastern tour, we sought
out the Twins {norder to ieura frown them sowne-
thing of thelr former home and counnec.ious.
They evinced much emotion when told thut we
should probably visit their country, and r. adily
gave us the address of their parents. When we
asked,  What messuge shull we take to them ?”
Chang said something In a low toue 10 his
bruther, at which Eng smiled and shook uis
head negatively, aud then both spoke vul, Ciianug
saying. «Tell them we are coming home sume
time,” and Eng addiug, «—When we have
made money eunough.”

The Twins were boru sovwne thirty wlles
southwest of Bangkok, in a little Ashing-village
that derives ii8 name from the Ma Klaung
(‘¢ Great Cawual™), on which fronts the singie
narrow street of low, straygling uouscs tuat
oconlpose the town., But while Chang and Eng
were yet in thelr infancy the pareuts removed to

Bangkok, and were, when we saw them, liviug
within four miles of the eity. Tue futher was
a Chipaman, who spoke the Tai-Cheu dialect.
He wasof meulum height, somewhat swout, but
well formed, aud lutelligent ior one of the la-
boring class. The mother was born In Siain of
a Chinese futher und Slawnese wmother : yo that
the Twins were one-fourth Siainese ind three-
fourth8 Chinesgf 8o far us parentsxe wus con-
cerned, and the people ahout Baugkok speak
of them a8 the  Chinese Twins.” Being born
in the country, they spoke the Siuniese lavguage
far more fluently than they did Chinese. They,
however, wore the Chinese remss, sixd their h: ir
bralded & la Chinoise, us do always the male
chlidren of Chinese fatiers; and the parents
both spoke of their sons as Chineee, utterly
fgnoring tueir place of birth and the wother's

ustionality. The motlcr of the Twins was a

fair, comely woman of medium height and well-
developed form. S8he had good health, and
looked still youthful, though already the mother
of fuurteen children, nine of whom were then
living. Two were prematurely born, two died
in early infancy, aud one, of small-pox, at the
age of slx years or thereaLouts. Chang and Eng
were the first-born sons of their parents, and
there were four other pairs of twins and four
children born one at a birth; but none except
Chang and Eug had any aboormal peculiarity,
and those that we saw were all healthy, intel-
iligent and pieasing in appearance. Chang and
Eng were born in the latter part of 1811 or early
in 1812, we could not learn definitely which, as
no record bad been kept. The mother spoke
of them a8 somewhst smaller at birth than her
other offspring, and as seeming feeble for the
first six montbs of their lives, Eng especlally,
who was never quite as large as hils brother.

The notion that the Twins were in any sort
ogne, that they were actuated by one mind or
impulse, as had often been suggested, never
seemed to have entered the mother's mind, and
when questioned on the subject she utterly re-
Jected the idea, She had never perceived that
the illness of one affected the other: one some-
times cried while she was nursing his brother,
or one might hurt his hand or foot, and the other
not feel pain, but if the ligament that united
the twaln was touched just in the centre, both
were conscious of it. They aiwaks plnyed to-
gether as two, nut a8 one ; and when they began
to prattle they oftener spoke to each other than
to those about them. Itis obvious why this
habit of econversing together was not more com-
mon with the Twins as they grew older. Belug
always together and evjoying precisely the
same facilities for acquiring information, there
ocould be little occasion for one to communicate
with the other,

The mother told us, further, that these chil-
dren seldom disagreed with each other, though
occasiounally she had to Interfere and compel
one or the other to give up. Chang being
larger, stronger, and more intelligent, o.dinarily
took the iniiative, and Eng, who was decidedly
amiable, while his brother was irritable, and
sometimes passionate, seldom contended for
the supremacy. But now and then, either that
the rule of the stonger became too stringent, or
that the weaker was in a less ylelding mood
than ordinary, these closest of friends wouid
become 80incensed as to make use of some very
unfraternal epithets toward each other. A
whisper in the ear of one was not heard by the
other, and if he to whom the communication
had been made failed to impart it at once to his
brother, unkind words were sure to follow, and
sometimes the coolness lasted for days. After
the recouciliation, which was always cordial
and entire, both brothers spoke deprecatingly of
thelir quarrel, and for a long time were more de-
voted than ever to each other.

The mothersaid that at irst the iigament that
united the boys waa 80 short as tc compel them
to face each other, nor could they turn {n bed
without being lifted up and laid in the desired
position ; but as they grew and exercised more
freely, the ligament gradually lengthened, till
they were able to stand side by side, aad even
back to back, aud to turn themselves in bed by
rolling one over the other.

The little cottage where the boys passed their
culidbood was of the sort known in Siam as
« floating houses.” They are one-story build—
ings, moored on the river bauk, and kept in
pluce nut by anchers, but by large poles on each
side driven into the muddy bottom. They are
built either of teak boards or bamboo, roofed
with attap leaves, and cont:in three or four
roons, of which the front one is a shop, besides
a verandah that overlooks the river or caval.
Here day by day, as the father plied his trade
of catching fish or cleaned and sorted them for
market, and the mother was selling wares in
her little shop, the twin brothers amused them-
selves in the uLroad, cool verandah, watching
their parents and aiding in such light labors as
they were able to undertake. Sometimes they
went fishing 1n the boat with their father; and
like all Eastern children, they soon learned to
sw.iu, and spent much of their time In the
water. Oue day, while they were thus engaged,
Mr. Robert Huuter, a Scotch merchant. residing
in Bangkok, passed in his boat, and attracted
by the perfect uniformity of the ehikiren’s move-
ments, he xtopped Lo ascertain how they man-
aged to Kecp thus closely side by side. One
can lmaglue his amazement at the discovery
of the cause; and from that day, which wuas
some tlwe durlug the year 1824, Mr. Hunter
began ooncocting measures to get them off 1o
Europe for exhibition. He spoke tu the parents.
to whomn his pians seemed about as feasible as
to send off their boys to anuther planet, aud
they woud at first entertaln no proposition on
the sulject. But Mr. H. continued (o visit them
from time to tlwae, and by Lis genial nuture
soon won not only the hearts of the parents, but
those of the buys themselves, till the latter pe-
came euger 10 set out on » tour over a world of
wuich théy heard such glowiug accounts, Sgl]
the parents held back, and ull negoclauoné
would probably have fatled but for the oppor-
taue arrival, in the year 1829, of an American
vessel commanded by Captain Coflin, who offer-
ing to give the parents & lurge bouus, and
Mr. Hunter pledging an equal awmount, t.he'twlns
were handed over to the foreigners, and salled
immedlately for Earope and the United States
before the parents bad time 10 change their
minds. They were traciable, intelligent, well
behaved lads, who gave their new guardiahe no
trouble, nor during the entire voyage expressed
uny desire (o return Lo their native land. Sinoe
then thelr reputstion has become world-wide.

T

Isaw them last In the fall of 1865, at the Ne¥
England Agricaltural Fair in Brattleboto’, Ver
mont, \ here they were again exhibiting them®*
selv.s, with two of their sons. The father
were begiuning to show marks of age, Eng espé”
clally, who looked five years older thun bis
brother. They had nearly forgotten their nativeé
language, and in lieu of the deep emotion they
bad formerly evinced in speaking of their couB”
try, they seemed now to care very little about
it, and woand up the couversation by saylu€
nonchalantly, «America is our home now:? we
have no other.”— Frem « OrR MoNTHLY GO0&
SIP,” by Funny R. Feudge, in Lippincoi's Mo
gazine for March.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

ABSTINENCE FRUM FooD.—A civet cat cad
live ten days without food, un antelope twendy
days, an eagle twenty-eight days, a badger
thirty days, and a dog thirty-five days; a oro
codile will live itwo months without foods®
scorpion three months, a bear six monthh -
a chameleon, elght months, and a viper, t88."
months. Spiders, toads, tortolses, and beetlos
will maintain abstinence for an indefinite length
of time.

OLDP MaIps.—Being an «old mald” implies d&
clsion of character ; neither sham, nor showd
nor courtly manner, hor splendid persons, have
won them over ; nor fair promises, nor shalloW
tears. They looked beyond the manner and the
dress, and finding no cheering indlcatlon of
depth of mnind and sterling principles, they gave
up the speclous present for the chance of 8 more
solid future, and determined, in hope, and P&
tlence, and resignation, to « bide their time.”

A REMARKABLE W1s1.—O0ld Madame Rotbs”
child, mother of the great capitalist, attaln
the age of vinety-eight. Her wit, which W&
remarkable, and her intellectual faculties
which were of no common order, were preserv
to the end. In her last iliness, when surround-
ed by her family, her physician being presenb
she satd 1n a suppliant tone to the latter, « D<8f
doctor, try to do sumething for me.”—« Madaml
what can I do ? I can’t make you young again«
— « No, doctor, I don’t want (0 be yourg agald ¢
but I want to continue to grow old.”

AN ENgLISH EARL’S DUTIES.— W hen the E8fl
of Portland. was in office as Groom of the St0
(in 1689), the royal orders were published whiob
thus desoribe his office :—« Qur Groom of tB®
Stole, being present, ls by virtue of his place, W
put on the shirt we wear next our body, eved”
ing and morning, or as often as we shall caang®
our linen ; and, in his ubsence, the Gentlemsd
of our Bedchamber then in waiting ; and 09®
of the Grooms of our Bedchamber is to war®
our shirt before the fire, and hold the same !
we are ready to put it on, and then to deliver
unto our Groom of the Stole, and, in his abseno®
a8 before directed.”

CURIOSITIES OF SLEEP,— A dlsungmﬂb“‘
lawyer was consulted upon an important and
difficult case, which he studied for several d&;
with anxious care. His wife then saw him rise
in the night, and go to a desk in the bedroo!®
He sat down and wrote a long paper, which B¢
carefully placed in the desk. He then retur?
to bed, and in the morning told his wife that 8.
had dreamt of \lelivering a clear and lumin
opinion about & case which had greatly POF”
plexed him, and that he wished he could
member the train of thought of his dream. s:d
directed him to the desk, and there he fo"w
the opinion clearly copied out, which prowd
be correct. .

WiIiTTY MANEUVRE—The Duke of Gﬂ“‘:‘
mont was the most adroit and witty courtief
his day. He entered one day the closet of tbo
Curdinal Mazarin without being announced-
Emincoce was amusing himself by junﬂ’%
against the wall. To surprise a Pr.me Mt
in so boyish an occupation was dangerous. x-
less skilful courtier might have stam mered %" .
cuses and retired. ,‘d'

But the Duke entered briskly, and OF phovt
«D'll bet you one hundred crowns that I J
higher than your Eminence. fof

And the Duke and Cardinal began to jumP
their lives. Grummont took care toJumP";,,
inches lower than the Cardinal, and six mv®
ufterwards was marshal of France. ) M

A SCOTCHMAN'S OPINTON. A dinner party ",
dwindled away to two guests, an EnsU’hn&,.
and a Highland gentleman, who were each 1o
ing Lo prove the superiority of thelr pative tnds
irles. Of course, at an argament of tbls B v
& Scolchmau possesses, from constant practi o
overwhelming advantages. The High‘“nd:on
loglc was 80 good that he beat his opponed ¢ 8
every poilut. At last the Englishman pu
poser. . En"

* You will,” he sal!, «atleast admit that
land 18 larger in extent than Scotland 7 ”

“ Certalnly not,” was the counfident ""::{;
+ You see, sir, ours I8 a mountainous, your & gt

country. Now if all our hills were rol
flat, we should beat you by hundreds of 52
miles. of
INTERPRETATION 0F DRrEAMS.—TO dre‘“; o
a small stene around your neck, {8 SIEZ 4
what you may expect if you get an exiraV:
wife. To see apples in a dream, betukens &
ding, because where you find apples yout are
expect to ind pears. To dream that yaubw.
Inme, 18 a token that you will get intos Bo
When & young lady dreams of & coftiDy = .o
tokens that she should instantly disoontint
uee of a tight stays, and alwayxgo wumlyf are,
thiokly shod in wet weather. Todream o thab
i8 a sigu that, {€ you ure wise, you wil we‘o
the lights In your house are «ut before Y084

wed-



