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thc bushi beside hiixn aglow witli celestial feirvour. Elislîa w~lcen
beseù by the Syrian hio.3 saw about hlmii the horses anid
chariots of fire. Th~le ancicut Psalniist and Shcphcrd as ot
upon Mie hbis lic waztchced his shicep, lm.d( a vision cf! the
Lord as is Shepherd lecadig imii by quiet -waters anud inito
greenx pastures. DevouL old Simeon belcll in the, child Jesus
thie Lord's ,,tiiiite(l. Paul on the Dainascuis rond saiv the
celestial ligh iti lîard tlhc ceclcstial voice and feit the mîarvellous
ic>y. Johniii i the Isle of Patînos hiad a visioni of the iicw
hceavcn and the new cartlî, the hioly city the ncw Jertusalcni
coniinr dlown froin God out of 1-eaven zi îd heard- thc celestiail
words: "The tabernacle of God is witli imoni." Sticli %v.is the
privilcgc of the Shcphierds on thic Patlestiniiaii plain Mi1enî the
angoel of the Lord appca.rcd anîd with an innuîn.inrable host
.sangr. thic song of society rcdeemned. It is said tliat Jesus %vas
oftcn spirit-aw'avt. Once hoe was seen tranisfigrurcd and the
gi ory cf llis prcscncc, s0 changcd, inade pious men fear-soi
uneartlily 'vas the sighit. Tlie burden of the Bible froini the
beginning te, the close is the v'ision cf the ideal, the spiritual.
And wlîat gives it it-s unique place in history is this, its
idealisin. It standls or fails by the reality of the spiritual, tie
reality of the faculty cf faith. 1 I do t affirimu or dleny the
literalniess of the visions that are rccordcd of thcse lioly nîcni
of oki. But this wve must believe: that te thiem tiiore was
another world thmi that which coîniiunicates itself to the
senses ; that they perpctuiate(l t.he spirit cf chîldhcood into
naturity anid iiu their day saw glorious things in hieaveni mid
earth and wvalhed as hilrS of lag pr1lgsadslni
joys. And the yca-,rninigs and record experience cf mankind
cverywlierc and ât ail times niako aL favourablc commnentary
on thie rcmdlity of faitli. 'l'lie Greeks placed a Deîty in every
gTrove andI streamn. Tlmeir vision ci£ thie spiritual. %vas erude
enioughl but ncvorthecless vision thev liad. Mi l Hindooi ciibs
lus trce andf reclines aillongr the branches thereof wvaitiinn to
bc absorbed into the universal presenco. le, toc, witi all his
relig-icus limitations lias the conviction that tiiere is sonie
other than the world cf senso and of timne-the w'orld hoe
touches aud ses. Thie 'North Ainerican indian and the South


