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Owing to the fact that 1o cssavs at the proper time had been
reccived for the prize offered by the Literary Socicty on the sub-
ject, * The Ontario Agricultural Collegcasa Link in our Educa.
tional Svstem,” of which duc notice was given in our March
number, it was rewlved at a recent weeting of the committee to
withhold the prixe until next year when it will be offered again.
Thosc who have wrilten exavs ma; preserve them until tnen and
thosc who have not, we hope will make an cffort ta contribute a

first-class article so that not only will it be a credit 10 the winner,

but also may do much good towards increasing the number of
studerts in attendance at the only farmers’ college in the Pro-
vince.

Duc notice will be given of any changes that may be made in
the rulcs of the competition and, if none are announced, they will
be the sanic as stated in the March number of this year.
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Nearly every institution of leaming in the Province, from the
pubiic school 1o the Provincial University, foels the great de.
Siciency there is among thosc who attend, in 2 proper knowledge

1 of that branch of leaming upon which all other branches are de-

| pendent that they may be of the greatest wility, namely : English.
We were hardly prepared to hear the Chancellor of one of the
great Universitics of the Continent cndeavoring to impress
graduates the need there was that each and every gradu-
_ate should be able to express him or herwelf in good English, as
we had thought that such a thing was wholly unnecessary.  The
! fact, however, is too plain to be ignored, and somecthing ought to
"be done that students who go up to the higher insitutions of
lcarning may have a better grasp of their mother tongue.  But
" how shall this be accomplished.:

First——The time to commence is in the home before a child is
scnt to school at all.  All parents should cndeavor to have a child
: speak properly from its earliest lispings. Why speak baby talk to
“it when plain English would be as well understood and is as casily
Hleamned ax the tootsy wootsy nonscnse commonly addressed to
children?

When the child is older don’t say, * John wo and bringy in them
«air calves and mind vy don't hang ex'’fer their tails,” but try and
improve on backwoods phrascology.  If Sarah xays, « Cua me
‘and John go to the woods to pick flowers?™” ygently correct her
but above all things practise what you preacl, because example
teaches more forcibly than precept.  Space forbids cnlargement
upon this point and the next must also be shortenced for the <ame
TCRSON.

The ~ccond point that necds attention is the manuncr of teaching
English in the public schools.  Not ouc boy or girl out of ten
cares to vudy any partof Haglish, but cspeciatlyfgrammar, for
the rcason that not onc teacher out of ten knows how to make
English an interesting study. Themajority sct the pupils tolearn

;dry definitions which arc forgotten more quickly than they are
“mcmorired, and for which pupils, as a rule, have a great disgust.
Great care i required on the part of teachers that thow who are

! placcd in their charge should not get a dislike for the subject, as
a dislike once acquired is difficult to et whollyfirced from, and
henee the need there is for special attention whena child is be.
ginniny the study of the lanmuage.

While there are many subjects which arc required to be taught
in our schools and coileges, and the time may bc”almost fully oc-
cupicd now, yvet a little morc care and attentiongto that branch of
study by mcans of which we communicateour thoughts and ideas
one to another will well repay cvery pupil in thegpublic schools
:and cvery student at our colleges and universitics.  What will it

profit 2 wman if he hasall knowledge yet is not able to cxpress
himsclf clearly and forcibly?  He is like a valuable article encased
; deep in the carth where no man isable to reachiit. It might be
‘of great service to mankind il it were where it could be uscful,
‘butasitisits usefulness © and the good Jwhich it does 10 mane
,kind is of likc measure.



