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fonght tho tempter, *Get thoo behind

M 110, Satan1” bo cried in his agony of

gpivit.  “I cannot p-ay. I cannot
ask Gol to help me, I sm a strangor

It was night when he cntered the
ottaga  All was siloat. Pressntly

1ho low murmur of & voico reached him,

 1 ‘With » weary sigh ho moved toward

the door of the room from whenos the

Rl wand proccoded. He paused as he
li beard the fillowing words:

“(i)d has be:n so good to mother
Ohow happy wo might be
if bo would bring father back to us!

1 0 Gud ! save father for Jeaus' sake!”

The door turned silently upon its

B | bingos, and th3 father, whoeo heart had
& | been wrung by tho words of supplica-
f| tion which foll from the lips of his

child, crossed the floor, and sank upoa

81 1is L 1ces by the sido of tho boy.

“ Father!”
A whole volam) of unspokea grati-

M| tode lingered in the name as it fell
| eoftly from the lips of the kueeling

boy.
“Yray for me, child, I cannot!”
plesded the father.

When the wife and mother entered

31 the rcora she foand them a'ill upon

their knees, 'Who can portray the joy

2| that filled the heart of the woman who

had be'n worze than widowed 1

The change was sl.w butsure. Many
hsrd battles wers foaght, and many
times, but for the eaving help of divice

grace, poor weak humanity would have

been coiquered by the templer. John
Dris:omb foaght bravely uatil at last,

# | eacouraged by the blessed assurance,

# Ask, and ya shall receive,” the man
whose life had beoa 8o nearly wrecked
wai able to excliim,

*"How safe, how ealm, how satisfied
The 1l that clings to thee t”

4 Let the good work go ov,” said Mr,

Foster, waen he heard of Mark’s noble

cflorts to weaken the isfluence of the
widespread evil, ¢ His example will
bear fruit in the yeara to come, and
demonstrats to many a youth the fact
that, though only a boy, he, too, caa be

B | s worker in the good caise, and per-
| haps by Ats effarts bring. sunlizht into

many homes now darkened by the
shadow of intemperance.”
————t - e
A VERY SMALL LION,
WRITTEN FOR ‘‘ PLEABANT HOURS.”

Tuis gueer Littlo lion uaually makes
his home in the Middle sant Bomthern
States, bat ke sometimes ventnres as
far north as Naw Eagland.

Hs was given the nams of Ant-lion
becauss, althouth ho ests mxny other
kinds of ineects, ants seem to be his
favourite food. His msnmer of build-
ing his traps and cafching his game is
:{sz cunning a5 that of any lion of larger

\

Hsis thelarva of a species of dragin-
fiy. I dare say a'l of my readers bava
-flica which livain their

vichity, ey are quick-moviag,

#} darting, flying craatares. with four
_transparent, geuzy wiogs, reflxting

riinbow tints; long, lithe, slender
bodiss ; large heads; and big, black,
bulging eyes, They have a pecaliar
way of hovering qaite motionless in
tt!;:nah', iur:ﬁmgtor two, and

darting with lightning-like
speed. The boys oall tlllzgom darning-
soedles, and: ssy they certy & sting i

- their tails, whick is & rlstake, sy they:
really do no barm, excipt, péxh_a& to

3

bito one a liitle; and that only upon
provooatim.

Al of the different kinds of dragon-
flis sro protty much alike in their
gmoral sppearance, though thoy como
from very dissimildr larve,

The Aut-lion is, pirhaps, tho most
curious and iotercating in ita habits of
any known larva. Hoe is but little
more than half an inch in length, ia
flah, and shaped somsthing liko a
squash-bug. He has aix legs, but uies
only the hindermsst piir i walking.
He moves very slowly and genorally
backwards. Hi3appetiteis insatiable,
aud he feed: npn the julces of insects,
particulirlyan:s.

In order to capiure them he buillsa
pit. Firat, he fiads a sl of loose, dry
sand, and sel:cts a place in it well-
thaltered from the wind. Then he
traces & ci-cls as large as ho wishes his
trap to be, usually about three inches
acrogs ; this he does by half-burying his
bedy in ths sand and m)ving back-
wards, turping up a furrow jastasa
little plough would, and throwing the
earth outward, He goes round again
and sgaiin, exch time iaside the last
furrow until the centre is reached;
then he begina todig wih hinkead and
foreleg 1, throwing all the sand over the
edge of the ciccle, which he graiually
despensin the centre and smooths upon
the sides until it becomes a funnel-
shaped hols, two or more inches deep.

‘When it is finished to his satisfaction,
he buries himself in the very middle of
it, leaving only the tips of his jaws
above the ground. There he lies in
wait. When an insect, in travelling
about, comes to the delicate edge of the
pit, the sand bagins to give way under
ita foet, and is slides down the sides of
the trap; perhips i: struggles, and
stope itsalf, and begics to crawl out;
but, when this happins, the lion loads
ita bead with eand, and again, and
again throws i: with great force upon
the poor ciptive, until the terriblo
shower bringait to the botiom,andiato
the strong and greedy jaws waiting
to reccive it.

Toezs jaws are most formidable
weapns, being clawliks and hollow,
and spocially adapted for sucking up
thojuices of insecta. Whoa thebady
iz sucked quite dry the liom throws it
over the edge of hi¥ dea, and 01ce maire
places himself in pusition to wait for
the coming of andther victim, which
very scon appiars and falls into his

it

P He lives ie this manner for nearly
two years, des'roying an incredible
number of the most active inseots,
which by his cnnning he catches alive,
though he i8 himielf all the while in a
very sluggish state.

At the end of the two years he forms

gether, and lines it sofily with Iayers
of beautifal silken stuff, which he
spias f:om his own body.  The whole
cicoon is less than helf an inch in
diameter. In this he lies down to
await his transformition into the per-
fecs insact.

After some three weeks it is com-
pleted, and the little creatute gniws
with its jaws ar mandibles through the
cocoon. When it first emerges it is
only a half inch in length, and is very
‘wot &nd miserable-looking ; bat as it
suns and dries itsslf it stretches ounf
with the mdst amaring rapidity, soon
boosming af Jeest an inch end a half
long is the body, while the wingy ex-

and from legs than oiefourth of an

inch to nearly three inches in length.

e tpeesa

a cocoon of sand, gluing the graias to- | pr

Then, aa it flies away on 1ta lacelika
iridescont wings, with itas black bedy
glisteniog ia tho sun, it is as pretty u
sight a8 ono need wish to soo.

B. L. Craves,

A HOME FOR HIS MOTHER,

Bustyzss oalled mo to the Unitod
States land oflice, While thero s lad,
apparently sixtecn or sevenloen yeary
of age, camo in and presontod & cortifi-
cato for forty acres of land.

I was struck with the countenanoce
and goneral appearasco of the boy,
and inquired of him for whom he was
purchesing the land,

 Por myself, gir.”

I then inquired where he had got
the woney.

Ho answerad, 1 earned it.”

Peeling thon an increassd deeiro to
know sowething mors about the boy,
I aiked about himself and his paveats.
ILe took & eeat and gave mo the {ollow-
ing narrativo:

“I am tho oldest of five childron,
Eather is a drinking man, aod oftea
returng bome drunk, Finding that
father would not abstain from liguor,
I resolved to miko an effort in some
way to help my mother and brothors
and sisters. 1 got an axe and went
into a new part ot the country to work,
clesring land, and 1 have saved money
enough to buy forty acres of land
there.”

+Well, my good boy, wha’ aro you
going to do with the land 1"

¢ § will work on it, build a logh>use,
and when it is all foady will bring
father, mother, brothera, and sisters to
live with me. The land 1 want for
my mother, which will secare hor from
want in hex old age.”

« And whas will you do with your
father i he continues to drink 3"

#Q gir, whes we get him on the
farm he will feel at homs, and be
happy, and I hope become a sober
man."

*“ Young man, God bless you 1

By this time tho receiver handed
him his rece:pt for his forty acres of
land, A« ho was leaving the oflice he
gaid, “ At least T have a home for my
mother,”

PERSEVERANCE.

Yxaxs ago a German boy read of the
giege of Troy, and mado up his mind to
find the ruins of that great ancient city.
Troy had perished three thousand years

if, indeed, it ever existed a: all
Bat, said the Ettle German, 1 will
find it though.” Though a poor lad,
glaving at work until bedtime, he pro-
cured pooks and taught himself gix or

soven langusges. He pushed oa ard}.

until as s merchant he had
made a fortune, Xvery atep of thid
with the slm of fulfilling the vow of
his boyhoed. In dus tims he' started

eastward with a company of Iaboarers, |

and for locg, long years pursued
his searsh. At last he found Troy.
His discovery was & sensation through
all Earope. A sfort time sgo the
treasures of gold, gilver and brouze dug
out of the palace of the Trojan king
were exhibited at Sonth Kensirg on,
For three thousasd yéars tho burnt
rains of that city had liin covered with
sand, and by money it was rogardod
only as a faded creatiohy of poetry, but
Dr. Bchlieman, at hif own usstinted
expense, and by his own amsziog cnters
prise, proved its discovery to tho werld.

Think of it. A poor lal, lvarning lan.
gungos, inaking ruoney, sponding seven
years or moro in far away Jdusvrts, sus-
tained through a Dbtetine by » one
ixed resolution. He vowed in buy.
hood that ho would find Troy, wod ho
did find it. This German lad said,
« Pat down my name,” sud when lifo
was {ar speut uo succeeded In hacking
his way into the temple of Fame,

Now, if wo can find Truth and Uod,
if we can find * Qlory, honour, 1tor-
tality and cternal lifo,” ia it not worth
while, {or thesake of thote 1mperist-hio
|»o88casions, t0 sammon up our utir-
most rosolution and to pursue our atm
with diligenoo through tho swift yoars
of our mortal pilgrimsge? ¢ Thoy do it
for a corruptible crown, but wo for an
incorraptible,” Do it with thy might,

‘Wite on thy heart thas boly priuciple,

Nobiy resuived aud us 83 10uu fes0ivest ,

Thou shalt not die t.2} victory crowu thy
brows."

GLEAN AWAY, CHILDKER, AND
BRING IN THE MITEN,

BY BRY, ALFREL 5. HOUWU, OF TAY VY,
CUNFERENCE,

‘gb&u\’ away, children, a million 1
> gold .

Jesus s uk.'x‘g for auauvus this year,
All arcund the world mast his tioapel Lo

told,
Glean away, children, our triumph i4 near.

LYuLtY,

(lean away, childron, the master receives
Gifts from the dear omes in whown he
delights ;
After the reapars that Lind the big ahieaves,
Glean :;ay, children, and bring in the
mitos.

Glean awsy, children, the mililon will

coméy
Fester bocauso little hands lend their aid ;
Follow the reapers and add to the sum,
Woealth that the Lord's little gleaners bavo
naade.
Cno. - -Glexn away, ete.

Clezn awey, ehildren, and gather with care,
Eara that have fallen gonoticed saijo ;

Bring
Joym

our handfals tor Jesns and share
his reapers at lifos harvest tide.

Cio,~—Glian away, ctc,

Ulesn away, chuidren, Lne roapers iot fa1
**Somo of the Laadfals of purj-es fur

you;"
Follow the'mpen sod gather them all,
Glm;o away, children, see what you can

Cao,—Glean away, e,

A MILLER AND His BUCRUEN,

A Cumistiax gentloman driving to
town oveitook' a miller who was walk-
ing, The gentlemen asked tho miller
to ride with him.

. “No,” said tho humble miller, « T
wouldn’s be seen in such a plight rid-

-ing iato town with yow”
study and monoy-making was taken |

““Never mind that,” ssid tho gontle-
a&z\,“’l wish to talk to yoa ; come, gat

Tho miealy miller thea got in and
sat-dowsz on theback ceat,butstill keep-
{rrg the sack ox his back.

“Why don't you paut down that
amek1” asked tho gontlemsn.

#Why,” replied the miller, “T
should-think it wes enough for you to
oarry mé, without my addingtﬁnwdght
of this beavy seck of meal

Alady Ohristinny who have given
themselves to thy Lord, foxist on try-
ing to carry their sorrows and troubles
an their ownr back  # Qaet thy burden

:xh?os"&s Lwd, and be shsll sustsin
e,
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