
tended Miracle of Naples," but even tbis
is far fromn being a reproduction of tbis
extraordinary liquefaction. 'lhle stîccess
of Neumiann's experinment depencis upon
the application of heat, whcrecas ive
have seen above, the liquefiction of
Naples is enti rely, i ndependent of tempera-
ture, and frequecntly liquefies at a lowver
temperature than that at whichi it reniained
solid, and vice versa.

There is yet anothcr aspect of tbe ques-
tion that shows the absurdity of the charge
of fraud. Several bundred clergymien
have biad charge of the cerenionies of
the exposition of the relics. H-undieds,
and perhaps thousands would therefore
have been cognizant of the fraud, if fraud
1 here wvere. Art0nci these have there been
nonte wvho %vould think it their rluty to
expose the fraud ? Have none of themi
been unreliable and avariciotis men ?
Howv is it then, that no one tbrougb a
sense of duty, throughi anger, biatred, or
revenge, throughi avarice or greed, lias
revealed the secret? Again the city
authorities of Naples, for th e lasî tiwo.and-
a.balf centuries have been joint guardians
with the clergy, of the relics. These
civil authorities lPeep) one set of keys of
the recesses, and consequently the relics
can nev'er be touched except in presence
of their representative, who is sworn not to
lose sigbit of the reliquary until it is safely
put back. l)uring tbese 25o years, Naples
bias beenat différent periods under the sway
of rulers of every stamp and every sbiade
of belief, sometimes l)rofessed infidels and
openly avù,wed enemnies of religion, w~ho
would gladly have seized an opportunity of
bringing discredit and ridicule upon the
Cburch, ycî nor one of bemn bias ever dis-
covered nor publishied any fraud, any
deception, in regard 10 the liquefaction.
How ecstatic, for example, would have
been thejoy of the French infidels in 1 799,
to have cast sucbi a stignma upon the bated
religion of Christ ? I-JoN' eagerly would
flot Garibaldi, Rataz, and thecir sticcessors,
have struck such a blow at Cbristianity,
and have secured sncb a tritimpb over
Cclcericalisn."ý-they wh'o have placed no
limits to their calumnnies, they who have
neyer ceased to denouince the hypocrisy of
the clergy, and the ignorance and super-
stition of the people ? Xret, neither the
one part>' nor the otber bas profited by

the occasion. And still, ever>' year, tibis
iiaculous liquefaction continues to ruani-

l'est itself before the public gaze, to defy
ail the aîîemipts of the enlemies of the
Cburcb to finci any fraud or deception,
to challenge the skill of our greatest
scientists, to reproduce ils remarkable
phenomiena, or to explain its cause. F"or
tivo centuries it bas withstood ail attacks
-no one bias yet substantiated any charge
of fratid, no one bias succeeded in explain-
ing it b>' scientific reasonîng. Evid ently,

tn it is dteC neither to any natural laiv
or comibinauion of laws, nor to any trickeQ,
or deception on the part of tbe clergy.

Is it, then, a miracle ? .Many', indecd,
refuse to admit this. Some formi their judg-
ment in advance ; for thern miracles are
i mpossible in lirinciple, therefore an>' par.
ticular occurrence of ibis character mnust
be a delusion or a fraud. Others perhaps
%vhile pretending to examine the case %vitl
impartial mi, wilfully shut their eyes 10
the lighit, for the admission of a miracle in
the liquefaction %vould be the admission 0f
Lb ree centuries' p)rotestation against trtith.
Scientists bave witnessed it, have exainied
ils phienomiena in the light of science, and
ail bave been forced t0 acknowledgle their
inabilit>' 10 explain the liquefaction b>'
naturial means. Somie bave stifled their
feelings and have remained obstinate in
tieir doubt even against the teshimon>' of
tlieir reason. Others, like Sir Humphrey
D-ay, bave acknowledged the deelp impres-
sion the miracle produced upon tbeir
minds, and bave openi>' admnitted their
belief in the miraculous nature of the lique-
faction. As to Catbolics,. the>' are free to
admit or den>' its supernatural origin. 'l'le
Churcb bias not pronouinced authoritatively
upon it. But the candid reader, whatcver
l)e bis religious leanings, wbo examines
iih unprejudiced mind the overwhleli ng,

weigbit of evidence in fi'or of tbe mirac-
nIons nature of the liqueication, addnccd

i T«hlle Liquefiacion of the Blood of Si.
lanuarins ": an historical and critical ex-
amination of the miracle, pnblislied b>' the
Catbolic Publication societ>' of New York
-- of wbicli pamphlet the present article is
bat a feeble arnd incomplete ,~z;éwl
bc obliged to, conchide witb the author:

" ~eds-ri/us Dei est hic."
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