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in Scotland have been milder than usual, but { shall
wpeak of what I have scen. It 13 now over twaenty
years since L left that country, and becawe a demzen
of this, consequently havo a chanco of boing acquain.
ted with both; and from a protty cateful obsorvation
since [ came hero, I think there is ns great a quantty
of enow falls in tho interior of Scotland as docsn
Nova Scotia, and is generally drifted about with a
stronger wind which makes it more disagreeabls, tho
frost here is much moro intense, and in ordinary of
Jonger duration; but I have scen it, different winters
there, thrce months froet and snaw without intermis-
sion, and, although I did noteee . , I had it from good
authority that the people going .v church crossed the
the river Doveron seventeon succossive Sabbatus on
the 1ce; and I can safely eay that there were four tnis-
ty days thero for one here. Asto the propurtions of
the dufferenl countries susceptible of nnprovement,
this has docidedly the advantage; 1ty generally al-
Jowed that there 15 not more thun ono third of Scot-
land 6t for tillage, whe.e-s this country hizs not much
over a third but mght bo tilled.  As to the quality of
tho soilit isnot casy to say which has the advantage,
thers being so little drne here to prove it, but as far
as I am capable of judging there 13 a groater propor-
tion of what might be srable land here good, than
there: the Lothians, the Carse of Gowrie, Easter Ross,
the Boyn, &ec. are exccllent tracts of land, but this 1s
but a small past ot the whole, anu there 18 much but
wdifforent, and some very poor. I do think the sece
tion of this country lying Latween the Gut of Canso
and Wallace harbour, nught be made (andt have no
doubt wt!l be madc) to maintaim a more densc Agri-
cultural populatinn than the saino extent i any part
of Scotland. F:om the superior inode of culture now
practised in the old country, I have no deoub: but the
average returns of crop are greater there now than
hoere; butl can remember since eight teturns from tire
seed of oats upon infield, and four on the outfield,
was the average—so that the generalaverago wassix
returns; barley was much about the same ; and asto
whaat, [ do not remember, there was very lutie raised
1 the part of the country I was most acquainted with,

1f we had tho means of ascortaining tha rcturns
bere, I have little daubt but they would equal, if not
exceed the above; as to hay, I am conlident heavier
erops are raiscd here than I evor saw there. The
most valuable of the esculent roots can be raised in
this country easter than thoy cann Scutland; the po.
tatos, which is deserving of the first placo, may com.
pare with, I belisve, any in the world; and carrots,
beots, parsnips, may be raised to any extent, with In-
tle trouble; und we can raizc a vanety of garden ve-
gotables, such as puinphius, squashes and cucumbers,
that they cannot bring to maturity in the open air at
all, gonsequently it 1s only the very rich that can af-
ford such luxunes : I have secn the saving of clover
snd flax seed tned there, but 1t did nut answer: It
will raadily occur to any one that I have not mention.
od turnips, which there 1s a staplo article, 1 havo
raised licre at the rate of from six to seven hundred
bushels to tho acre. I shall not carry the contrast
farther now, in case i should be thought tedrous; what
bas boen said may satisfy any candid enquirer, and
to remove prejudice is almost hopeless. What | con.
esive would answeran excellent purpose in tlus case,
would be, 10 have a statistical account of the coun.
try, drawn yp in unitation of Sir John Sinclair’s Sta-
tistical Account of Seatland: some person would be
found in every distss t «ho would take the trouble of
collecting all the lunwuieg fucts of the same, which
wauld at once be an cxeclleat fund of information,
aad might be had at a cheap rate.

Yours truly,

OLD RUSTICUS.

MADEIRA WINE.
1 CASKS, of 15 mallons each, for sale
by ROSS § PRIMRGSR.
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UNITIED STATIDS.

FRANCE AND THE UNITED $TATLS.
ANOTHER ** BLAST OF WAR."”
In Senate—Monday, Junuary 18—T'he Special
Mcssage.

To the Senato and House of Represcntatives.

GexrLemen—In iy message at the open-
ing of your session, I informed you that our
charge d" Miaires at Laris, had been instrueted
to ask for the final detesmination of the Prench
Government,in relation to the payment of the
indemuificat:on secured by the wreaty of the
4ith July, 1834, und that, when advices of the
result shoold be reeeived, it would bo made the
subject of a specinl commumcaton.

L exceution of thes design, I now transmit
tuyou the pages numbered from 1 to 13 exclu-
sive, contaliang; nmong other things, the cor-
respoidence un tins subject hetween our charge
&' Nfuirzs und e Prench Miaister of Doreiga
Aftairs, from which it will Le seen that Prance
resjuires, as a conditional precedent to the ex.
ccution of a treaty uncondivually ratified;
and to the payment of a debt uchnowledged
by all the branches of her government to be
due, that certain explanations shal} be made,
of which she dictates the terme.  These terms
ore such os that goverument hus already
been officially tuformed, canunot be complied
with; aod, il persisted o, they must be cone
sidercd as a deliberate refusal vn the part of
Frauce to [ullill engagements binlding by the
laws ot notions, and held sacred by the whole
cvilized world, The natare of the act which
P'ras.ce requires from this Government, is clenr-
ly set forth in the letter of the French muni.
ster, niarked No. 4. ' We will pay the mo-
nay,’”? says he, when the gueernment of the
United States 1s ready on its part to declarce to
us, Oy addressing its claim to us, officially in
writing—that it 1egrets the misunderstanding
whick hus arisen helween the two counlries—that
this misundurstanding s founded on @ mistake
—that it ncver entered into iis intentive to call
in question the zood faith of the French govern-
menty or to tale a menacing attitude towards
France” —end he adds, ‘“if the Government
of the United Stalss dues not give this assu-
rance, we shall be oblizred to thinlk that this mis-
understandiag is not the result of an crror.”

In the letter marked No, 6, the French Mi.
nister also remarlkis that ¢ the Government of
the Uniicd States knows that upon itself de-
pends henceforward the execution of the T'rea-
ly of July 4, 183L”»
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Tlus pretension is rendered the more unrea-
sonable by the fact that the substauce of the
required explanatiun has been repeatedly and
voluntarily given before it was insisted on us
a condition—a condition the mure humiliating
because it is demanded as the equivelent of a
pecuniary consideration. Duoes France desire
ounly a declaration that we had no intention to
abtain our rights by an address to her fears
rather than 1o her justice? She has already
had it frankly and explieitly given by our Mi-
nister accredited to her Government, his act
ratified by mie, snd my confirmstion of it offi-
cially communicated by him, in his letter to
the French Minister of Forcign Affsirs of the
25th of April, 1835, and repeated by my pub-
lished approval of that letter sfter the prssage
of the lull of indemuification. Does France
wunt a degrading, servile repetition of this act
in terms which will involve an acknowledg-
ment of her assumed right to interfere in our
domestic coungils? She will never obtain it.
The spirit of the American people, the digni.
ty of the Le.islature, and the firm resolve of
their Executive Government, forbid it,
» & & 8 s £ s »

Wtlile, however, the Government of the

»

United States was awaitjng the movements of

the French Government, in perfect confidence
that the ditficulty was st ancnd, the sceretary
of State received 8 cnll from the French
churge d’ Affuires in Washington, who desirs
ed to read to hun a letter he had receved from
the Fronch Mmister of Foreign Atfars,  He
was asihed whether he was instrueted or ditee.
ted 1w muke sny officinl connnunicntion, and
rep red, that he was only suthorised to read
the letter, and furnish u copy if requested. The
sub-tar ce of 1ts contents, it is presumed, muy
be guthered from Nos. f and 6, iercwith transs:
mitted. It was an attempt to muke known to
the Government of the Umted Ststes, privatea.
ly, in what manuer it cound mske explanations
apparently volnutury, but really dictated by
France, ucceptabile to her, snd thus obtmin
puywmeut of the twenty-five illun, of france.
L L4 *» * * » » » ®

Copies of papers marhed Nos. 9, 10, and
11, show an sttewpt on the part of theFiench
charge d’ Afluires, to place a copy of this letter
among the archicves of this Goverument,
which, for obvious reusons, was not ullowed to
be doue.

. s 8 & s s e o

It will e perceived that this letter of the
French Minister of Foreign A%urs was read
to the Secrctary of State on the 11th of Sep-.
tember lust.  ‘Plng was the first suthentic ine
dication of the specific views of the French
government received by the Government of
the Unned States, afier the passage of the bill
of indeinuitication.  lnasinuch ss the letter
had been wrtten hefore the oflicial Lotice of
wy ap.proval of Mr. Livingston's last explanae
tion wnd remonstruuces could have reached
Paris, just ground of hope was left, as hes
been before siated, that the French Governs
ment, on recewing that informastion in the
same manner thatthe alleged ofiensive measure
hud reached them, would desist from their ex-
travrdinory demand, and pay the money at
unce. T give them an apportunity to do so,
and at all events to cliest their final determine
ation, and the ground they iutended to occupy,
the instructions were given to our chargé d°
Affaires which were adverted to, at the com-
muacement of the present sestion of Congress.
The vesult, as you have scen, is a demand of
an oflicial expression of rearcts, and a direct
explanation addressed to France, with a dise
tinct intimation that this is a sinc qua non.

» & o 2 s 2 s

All diplomatic intercourse between ihe two
countues is suspended—n state of things orige
inating in an unreasonalile susceptibility on
the part of thie French government, an?’ rene
dered necessary on our part by their refusal
to perform engagenicnts contoined 1 a trea-
ty, from the fuithful performance of which,
by us, they are to this day enjoying wany ime
puortant commercisl sdvantoges,

Ii is true thut tlus unequal posiion of at
fars should cease, and that legislauve action
should be bronght to sustsin excentive exertion
insuch measures as the cuse requirer,

® » » L - - » . E

In the altered state of the quc‘stions in cone
troversy, and wnder all existing circumstane
ces, it appears to me, that, until such a deter
mination shall have become evident, it will be
proper and sufficient to retnliste her present
relusal to comply with her engagzements, by
prolubiting the iutroduction of French pro.
ducts, nud, the entry of French vessels into
our ports.  Between this and the interdiction
of all commercinl intcreourse or other reme=
dies, you, s the representatives of the pec-
ple, must determine. I recommend the fore
mer, in the present posture of our affairs, ss
heing the least injurious to onr commierce,and
as sttended with the least difficulty of retura-
wyr to the usual state of friendly intercourse,

if the Goverument of Frauce shall reuder us



