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TRADE IN TORONTO.

(Prom our Toronto Correspoiu1eul.)

OENERAL BrSINEPA.1

T HE depression lu ail branches of Trade still con-1
tinues, aud, witb the breaking up of the winter

roada, is sure to increase. The condition of business
during tihe wiuter mouths bas assnredly been bed, sud
a matter of serieus regret; but. bad we net been favored
with eucb excellent sleigliing, enebling ail kinde et'
produce to corne te imarket, the state of thinge would
have been far wose Had the winter been an ordi-
uery eue, eue half our merchaute might bave put up
their shutters for ail the business they ceuld bave
doue.

The failure lu our spring crope bas put the farming
community to thse tet, sud in place of large markets
of grain and other farm preduce, we bave seen nething
&Il winter but cordwood, bey, straw, &c., sud other
sucb articles, wbicb farmers, seme yeers back, neyer
tbougbt of bringing eut.

At the present time, wheiesale business of ail kinde
is et e stand still; aud the few orders that do present
themeelves are ef the met limited character, sud con-
$lot cbiefly of staples. The amal monut of money
remittances on acceunt ef peymeuts now overdue
plaiuly indicate that the depression is net conflned to
thse city alone, aud that country merchante equally
witb those of the city feel the pressure of tbe times.

Thse retail business was uever more depreesed then
st present; aud the complainte of scarcity of money
sud inability Wo collect eutetanding debte are nume-
roue. Nor is there euy prospect of an improvement lu
thie state of thinga. Till a new crop cornes off the
grouud, sud seeks e market, business will remain lu te
preseut condition, sud it le the opinion of meny, that t
will test the bet commercial men te weatber tbe next
nine months.

A few of our dry gooda bouses are receiviug the firt
of tbeir spring goode; but we are aseured thet tbe im-
portations wiIl be restrlcted entirely Wtb te bere
requiremente of customers. Tbe present unsettled
position of American affaire, sud the uncertainty
whlcb prevails about tbe future, lu regard tW the value
of al cotton staples, begets e feeling ofenxiety, and ren-
ders business feverieh sud uneasy. One good tbug bas
reslted tbreugb the depression t tbe times, and thet
je tbe increaeed adoption of tbe cash system. Wbole-
sale men waut mouey for their goode, and are offring
inducemente Wo cash customers; wbiie the man witb
tbe cash lu bis pocket lsaua important individuel, and
from tbe bide made for bis business feels that bis ac-
count la of some moment.

THE PRODUCE TRÂDE.

As prevlously stated, the business lu produce this
winter seeson has been very restricted, aud it may now
be sald thet tbe grain crop bas mostly reacbed market.
Thse roade ah tbhrough tbe Province, up tili within e
few deye back, have been unusuelly geod, and couse-
q uently there was no occasion for grain to remain lu
thse bande of farmers. The ligbt crop, the good roada,
and emnall stocks lu mill ers' bauds, would indicate thet
next summer the local consumption will be pooriy
eupplied. Millere thie season bave doue e fair, profit-
able business, sud edded Wo their capital. The scarcity
of meney, bowever, bas preveuted tbem from accu-
mulating stocks of grain, sud the chief bnik of tiseir
manufacture bas cbauged banda for eipment as flut

s mauufactured. lu fect the principal stocks of fleur
lu the country are beld et tbe Reilway stations, want-
iug eipment, sud tisai cleared off, there la ne stock of
wbeat lu millers' bande te replace it, sud ne possibility
cf their getting more. Any miler lu e pesition te bold,
bas partialiy ceaeed grinding, lu the expectation of
better summer markets, wbicb t thse present turne
seeme reasouable.

Petrolenin.
The stock ou baud is saller than it bas beau for

many moutise, wiie tbe demend la merely of a retail
cisaracter. A reccut sale by Auction on the 25tb uit.,
bas reallzed 0e. per gallon. Balance witbdrawn at29
tbe ou being of fair quality enly. Fair aud brigbt
Petroleum le wortb to-day 30 te 34.

Highwines.
lu anticipation of the excise duty belug lncreased

ou this article lest week, a large qusntity cbanged
bauds. We may say uesrly a&l effred was placed. Dis.
tillers are now holding for au advsnce, sud tbe trade
are unwliln)g tepsy blgber. Auy quantity could be
sold et old rates, but the buyere sud sellers are spart.

ASHES INSPECTION.
To the Ediior of tise IlTRtÂDE ltEvîEw."

S,-I observed in your number of thse lth Feb.,
au article ou the preposed uew Ashea Bill, being, lu
fret, a review of ruy letter, whicb appeered in the
Evening Telegraph of the lot Feb.

It perbepa migit have beau well te bave piacs'd my
letter entire alougside yours, iuasmuch as mine was
masde the subjeet of severe criticism; because, lu that
case, the force of yonr argument migbt have beceme
less apparent. Silîl, I freeiy admit thet jeu have
argued the case as ably as yen pessibly coul , with the
liited kuewledge ef' the subject wbîch, it is evîdent.
yen pessess; but yen bave my thauka, aud these of
thse public tee, for bringing Ibis subject before the
country.

Yen commence by saying tbet yen have net yet reed
tise bill. If you bad read it carelully tbreugb, sud
read, aIse, thse mass of evideuce wich wus laid befere
tise cemrittee, yen perbaps would have arrived at the
same conclusion as tbey did, as te the necesiiy for
the provisions ofthbe uew Act.

The propeeed Act usk notbing unreasonabie from
tbe Inspectera, sud, se fer as I ani aware et; bas met
with ne opposition, except from tisem; and this oppo-
sition on Ibeir part, arises, ne doubt, f rom ne et ber
ceuse than a decided reluctauce tiste empleyment of
more lebor, sud greater persona] attention te the
duties cf an office, which pays mere liberally, perbape,
tissu an y tber lu the Province.

Thse ;(rot pint lu your article wbicb ettrecte my
attention, la: "lne matter wbat we may mark on a
berrel of ashes" 'l(-brand,' I presume you mean), Il the
consumer wiii enly pay ta it is really wertis." If'
this were strictiy the case, every buyer eh ouid inspeet
bis ewu ashes, and tisera would be ne ueed of a public
inspecter, et ail; but tbere iie s ublic inspecter sud
tbere is a fixed standard, sud wbeu a berrai et ashes
le offared ou the market, the consumner, threugh bis
agent, pays for Iton tihe faitis of ifs brand mark atone,
he accepta tise barrel ou the certificate of its quality,
as given by the inspector. He dees net examine tise
contents, uer dees 'be pe7 for it"I accordlng te what it
snay 1'realte' ba worth;' but be peys wbat tise inspec-
ter deciares it te ha wertb by hie brand mark. Îen
admit tbat the inspection and brending sbeuld be
faitbfuliy doue, because a Iltrustwertby " mark or
breud I"has beau found of great sdvantage, especiaiiy
te tbe seller." Yen migbt have added, the consumer
also; but then the very method (believed by the Comn-
mittea who drew up the act) tW be the beat, lu order Wo
secure thie taitistuluesa, le depreceted by yen, as
Ilirksome sud impracticable." Iyen bad favored the
public, or the cemmittea, lu perticular, with a better
suggestion, yen Woudhaemrtdhertuk. o
oeb as a right te ceudemu a mile as impracticabie,
nutil it bas been proved le fie se on trial, or et auy rate,

until some eouud reasen 15 alleged.
The Bill celle upon tise inspecter te perferru ne

Impracticabie thinge; he lesimplv calied upou W sact
f'aitbtuall y sud houestly lu the di8èharge et' bis duties,
sud 1 as k yen if it le possible that a t'aitîbfui inspection
eau be had lu auy other wey, tban b y examinatien et
the total contents et a barrel; sud furtîser, isew le it
possible for the inspecter te mark the exract tare of a
arrei unlase be weigb the emptji cask?
The lew je positive ou this peint, sud yet it le syste-

matically evaded. t la impossible tisatishe inspecter
cen aiwrays gueas rigist; aud wheu he guesses wvrong,
soine eue, eibher the buyer or tisa seller, muet suffer.

Yen coufess yeur iuabiiity te recoucle this Ilcareless
mode of inspection wbich the neceb:sit t'or sncb a law
weuld imply" with my " assertien t at Canada Asis
deservediy stands hlgb su tisemarkets et Great Bîltein
sud tbe 'L nted States," &.; and you argue, that if
sncb be the casa, wby the uecessity et clau&lng tise
law? I shahl endeaver toeanligbten yen. Did ît neyer
coccur te yen, that a retregrade movement je pos-
sible, or that a thiug mîght become wortbless trom
waut et that care wbicb i e neceéssiry for ts pre-
servation? The character et the Montreai Asises Brand
was, as I eaid befora, establislsed many yearsagao-
long before the preseut inspectore8 came inte office.
Formerly, sud until Messrs. Dyde & Major were
appeinted, tise business of linspection was performed
by four or fiee, but neyer lese tissu th iee inspectera
wlsose ime was exclusively devoted te tihe dulies of tise
office; and tben, be it remembered, tise quautityofasbes
iuapected was net uearly se great as et present. Lest
yeer, tise receipis eniouisted te 43,000 barrels and thse
inspection t! ) et thîs large ameuîst was parformed by
ouly two individuals, an d witb e force of men totally
inadequate tethe work. It tisheîghtoetabsurdity
te suppse that the Motreal office as et preseut cous-
ducted, cen do justice either te the makei or consumer
of sebes. And this assertion is fully borne ont b y tise
overwbelmiug mass et evidauce lu tise hande et tise
Asises Cousmittae. Theacompisints, wlsiciî for the peet
tbree or four yaars have beau made, iiidicata tee clearly
thet the cliaracter et our braud le injured, and tisat un-
lese a therougis change.lu tise syetem et' inspection le
insiated upon, 'sncb ase lepointed eut lu tise propesed
uew set b y these wisosa knowledge of'tise subject
entities tbem te cousideratieul we siseli. befora long,
look upon ouir brand as lest in public estimation.

I bave net eue word te sea againat tise competency
of Messrs. Dyde & Major; parbape ne botter inspectera
of asiseau be found auywbere; but wbat wa weut le

tmore faitistuluesa lu the werk, sud more bande te do it,
bothInluthe inspection and labor departmaunte. We
want tise presaut system cf qse8se work Ibotis as te
qnelity sud tare) entirely ebolished, sud oeeoet abse-
slute aecertined tacts substituted; ihan,.sud nettili
tben, msy we hope or expect t e es er brend resumae
its old place in public confidence.

Tise propesed bll elso provides for tise appeintrueut
of future inepectore or of edditlensi eues. Under
the exlsting law, the office may, and ie ikely Wo become
hereditary, or a lamily compact. Tise inspecter bas
tise power Wo appoint assistin g inspecters; sud future
iuepectors muet bce appoirsedfrom amosg lise as8sa-

anis. Upon the occurrence of a vacaucy, the office
should be open to public competion (which is uow de-
barred), an d the individuel who proves himself to be
the best quahiflcd should have it. 1 think, the office
beiug a publie one, there should be no objection Wo
this mode of appointment; it ie doue in the case of
flour, aud, 1 believe, pork and beef inspection, also.

Iu conclusion, 1 beg te say that the committee asre
lonesi in ail their professions;II their sole atm was W

draw up a bill wbich would meet the difficulties com-
plained of; and thev have flot Ilrashly " interfered
wilh dlthe ystem otfinspectiou now pursued."

1 have en deavored to make this repl y to your com-
ments on my letter as brief as possible; but if it je
longer than 1ldesired, I beg you will excuse mue for 1t.

Very Lruly yours,
F. W. HENSHAW.

BRIT18H MARKETS.GREAT agitation prevailed on the London Stock
Exchange, in anticipation of fluancial complica-

tions, ceueed by the Liverpool Cotton nmarket, which
was almoat paralyzed, by intelligence by the Canaeda
of peace negotiations pending between the Federals
and Confederates. Cotton decllned 2d. a pound. But
the markets becamo settled the following day, and
cotton neerly recovered wben it was known tbat peace
prospects bad vanished. There la, however, a beavi-
nes in the money market, ceused by increased demand
for discount at the Bank of England, together with the
prospect of another boan to Peru of tbree or four mil-
lions sterling. It le now calculated that the aggregate
decline lu value of the stock of Cotton, at Liverpool
since the beginning of this year, le about three millions
sterling or from 4id. W 86d. per pound.

The agricultural interesta of Great Britain begin Wo
feel uneasy under the operetion of theý free trade
principle lu breedstuffis Farinera contend that ther
low average of 40s. per quarter for Wbea twiil not pay,
and we notice some close calculations lu regard Wo the
matter. The expense of cultivetiug a 400 acre farm le
set down et £1,837 stg., and upon this basis the reason-
lng shows a dccided loss, calculeting grain at preoent
prices. We caunot bclp remarking tbat if tbe farmer
of Canada had only the use of one-fourth of the saine
amount of capital that the Englisb farmer le favored
wltb, we wouid not uow be complainiug of bard tinies.
The fourth of the ebove amount for a hundred acres
would be nearly two thousand three bundred dollars,
wbicb sum, in active capital, it would be a rare thlng
to tdnd a Canadian farmer possees. Ail we waut in
Canada is cbeap mouey to develop our vast reseurces

PRODUCE IN ENGLAND.

THEcirculars by receut steamers are unenimoua lu
reportiuga otnedues in produce. Busi-

ness is of a most limited character. The lateet advlce
to the l5th February, report a restricted demand, with
however some degree of firmness. The London dir.
cular ef Messrs. Bardgett & Picard, by the last mail,
thus explains the condition of the Euglish market:

IlWhatever support the market for Breadatuffs may
bave derived of late, froiu the cold weatber, bas now
been witbdrawn, and the trade bas become a duil a@
at auy period of the season. The arrivais of Foreign
arevery light, but more thaenufiaient for the demand;
the consusuption, large as it ia, beiug fully met by the
supplies from tbe Engiish fermer. There seema ne
hope of a better state of things tili either farmera'
stocks are much reduced, or some uneasines about
tbe crop in the ground, (which at preseut is mo@t pro-
misiug) leade them Wt dim'nish deliveries. ln France
prices continue droopiug, and both Mercbants and
Millere work bard to effeet sales lu this country."

The followlug wlll show tbe total receipta of Foreign
Breadatuflbil the United Kiugdom for the week
ending 4itb Feb., aud in same week of 1864 and 1868.
t Week ending 28th Jeu., Same week Seme week

1865. 1864. 1863.
Wbeat Cwts...187,138 488,154 422,361
Indian Corn, Cwts. 89,634 6082M 187,918
Flour, Cwte ... 47,177 109,301 128,151

t The continued tendeucy W decline in the face of
diminiebed Importe duriug 1864, aud in view of the
emaîl recelpta of fereigu grain, thus fer lu 1865, indi-
cates the extent sud auccees of last year's grain crop
lu Eugland, end the important influence wbich such a
resuit exerts on the velue of grain in ail parts of the
world.

1 The followlng je the Officiel Returu of Sales of Eng-
8lish wbeet in 150 tewns lu Euglend sud Weles,,and
tthe average prîces :
rWeek ending.28th. Jeu., 186.... .72,510 qrs. 8.. 6d.

m ie week 1864.... .94,496 ".... .419. 8d.
8 e 183 .... .65,888 ... 48a. d40
e et ~~1862 .... 56,008 O. d

1861 ... .59,711 " . 5M. 7d*


