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THE KING AND THE POTTER

**1 like that story of Henry I1I. of ¥France, paying a visit to poor Bernard Palissy, the
IIuguenot potter. The king said, half apologetically, that he had been compelled by
political considerations, much against his own will, to throw Bernard and his companions
in the faith, the Foucaud sisters, into prison. IHe was afraid he should be compelled to
consent to their being burned if they were not converted. What a dignity there is in the
poor potter’s reply ! ¢ Sire, you have told me several times that you pitied me, butitis I
who pity vou. You have uttered the words, ‘I am compeiled.” That was not speaking
aga king. These girls and I, who have a portion in the kingdom of heaven, will teach you
this royal speech—that neither all your people nor you yourself can ever constrain a potter
to bow the knee before images.’”’ .




