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church has a method of its own,
strong fownily likencss, however, between them

all.  Certain prayers in the vernncalar tonguo,

the Litauny of the Virgin, hymns, and the Benedic-

tion, together with sundry picces of the vocal

music,~—theso clements cominonly make up the

office. A scrmon isalso often introdused. ‘Then,

tho walls of tho church where the function is to

bo performed are invariably hung with pariti, or

sitk hangipgs (pink, white, blue, and yellow, !
fringed with gold. Tho cffect of this is tnwdry,

and very much indecd tho reverse of solemn : but

it evidently dclights the people  Somo chande-

liers aro also hung about, and n profusion of

candles are lighted abovo tho alter.

I can recal two such services very distinetly.
Qoo was at the Church of St. Maria Della Pace.
At G H.m. there was the Litany of the Saints, and |
by 6.30 all was cnded. Tho church was small ]
and dark, aud densely crowded with persons of 8!
very humble class, presenting an affecting spec-
tacic; for though tho devotions wore partly in
Latin, tuo poor people responded freely At 730
began a sccord servico (for men only, ) consisting
of tho Litany of tho Virgin and n Paodiea. Thero
was somo lively music, of course. A Triduo at
St. Antrea delia Fratto was a moro considerablo &
affair,—as brilliant, in fact, as cighteen cut-glass "
chsndeliers and some hundreds of candles could ¥
mako it. Aftera sormon by a friar, which lasted
an hour (s panegirico on S, Francisco do Paolo,)!
cight or ninc porsons in a temporary orchestra
porformied some picees of vocal music, an organ’
and a species of horn accompanying.  Thego
aouaded like airs out of an opers, but the words »
were, of course, meant to bo solemn.  One of the!
men bad suck o ridiculous folsetto, that all the
congregation began to laugh. Then came some
prayers, followed by the Te Deaun.  What was
striking and beautiful, at the peation ** Wo there-:
foro pray Thee help Thy scrvants,” &c., the
whole cougregaton suddenly Anelt. Tho church.
was full, and the peoplo were for the most part;
very attentive; but thero was very littlo real,
solcinnity in tho thing, of course. It was clear,
that tho denso aszembly present regarded tho,
whole offaic in tho light of a musical entertain-|:
ment, combined with a certain smount of religious
cerewonial, which happily rcconciled tho often
conteading claims of duty and pleasure.

Anothier devotional exercise which is highly

opular with tho pooplo is tho Ve Crucs. Qur
f‘ord is feigned to havo cither halted with Mis
Cross, or to bave sunk boneath the burthen of it,
fourteen times before Horeached Colvary. These
are called tho **stations™ of the Cross.  Accord-
ingly, to move from ono station to another with
tho priest and his attendants, and to join in the
prayers which aro offered up at cach, or to listen
to tho short exhortation which is often delivered
at tho same time, —coanstitutes a distinct funzione,
or ofice. What nced to say that it is written in
the vernacular tongue, and is altogether a modern
favention ? i
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Here is a short and not unfair
specimen *—* Staziouo IV Gesd incontra la sua
8S. Madre. O Divin Figlio de Maria® O San-
tissima Madre del mio Gesb vecomi a' vostri
santissimi piedi umiliato o compunto . son' io quel
traditore, cho fabbrical, peccando, il coltello di
dolore, che trappasso § vostri tencrissimi cuord.”
Tho “Via Crucis” Is practised in the bighest
perfection ia the Coliscuw, which has been con-
secrated, and around the arca of wiich, Jarge

stations aro set up. Every Friday the * Via
Crucis” is to bo scen there, about two hours be-
fore Avo Marin:* but on the afternoon of Good
Priday tku exbibition is altogether of a remoark-
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¢ Qibbon relates that while witoesaing {t, the idea of"

writing The Dechne ond Foll of the Romas Ewmpire first!
entered Lis tund.

Thero s o !

ablo charncter.  This year the impassioned friny, lcre Ahhough the place was under the special
apostrophising tho bleeding wounds of his Fugell government of tho Sultan, no effort whatever bas
Crocifirso, molted the contadini, or country people, || been made to bury tho dend, even at thig dato of
to teors. A motley crowd sttended the proces- " two monthg and o half after the tragedy. What
sion round tbo vast oval of the Coliscum, much [ has been done to hasten the disappearance of
excited as well as much affected. It was de- I humon Vodices has Leen effected by tho dogs, and
scribed to mo a8 o truly extraordinary spectacle ! wolves, and jnckals of tho surrounding districts,

1 was not able to VLo present; but !t is not 4 It was o fearful scenc.  Here stood, 90 days ago
iffienlt to picturo the sceno from what gne has!la thriving town of 8,000 souls and upwards ; and
witnessed onother occasions.  Thereis something Iwhrn the troubles in Lebdanon broke out, ncarly
oxceedingly striking in tho contrast between that ¥ 2,060 Christinns had sought refuge from various
awful ruin, standing up in severe magsivo gran- ¥ parts in the place  Where are now those jmages
deur, and any short-lived modern pageant which "of God® Whero nro tho comfortable bomes, the
is transacted within 38, On tho evening when IV thriving trades, the rich silk crops, the produdo
saw the * Via Crucis” in tho Coliscum, twelvo" of grapes and of olives, the hundreds of working
wembers of a confraternity (their faces concealed,) ‘lsilk-looms, that this population posscssed?
together with about as many ladies in Llack (onol Where are the wives and daughters of theso
of tho foremost bearing o cross,) entered; al'traders and landowners,—whero the Lappy
Capuchin preceding, attunded by two persons! children, the hearty welcome which all strangers

c;arrying lighted Jamps. A few scoro of piously ! received, the wealth in dress and jowels with
dlxlsposc people brought up the rear. After 8" which the matrons were adorned? The men of the
short

! place—ny, and somo of the women ten, for I
menced. Meanwhile, the soft sunlight fell in altcounted noless than a dozen in one spot—~the raen
flood on the wighty ruin, making it look excced- lnre here; these corrupting masses of putrid skulls
ingly grand. Moro than half was §n the shadow. ¥ aroc all that remain of them; their houses aro
The wild flowers wero all in bloon, and the birdst all burnt or pulled down ; their property all plua-
wero sipging as in Eogland ; a colony of rooks inli dered or destroyed ; their women beggars in the
particular kept up a continual cawing,~—a goundj; strects of Beyrout; their malo children hacked to
which one seemed to understand.  The exhibition |, pieces by the knives of the Druses.  Awmongst so
was not the less striking beeause it was 80 unos- - many horrors it was difficult to select one place
tentatious, and as it were private, i more fearful than another, but the MaronitaChurch
This *eserciziio ” (the *“Via Crucis"”) is and the Turkish Governor’s divan, or receiving,
sometimes performed with counsiderablo variety. ; room, exceeded all I could have believed possible.
At the Caravita, ou tho cvening of Good Friday, |, The former is surrounded by o small courtyard,
for cxample, there is a scenic representation, with |, the door of which was shut.  When we ojcned it
lively tuues played on o barrcl-orgag, and short tho stench was sometbing hardly to bu conceived.
bymps sung On other great daye, as tho In-' On tho pavement in front of the church, to which
vention of tho Crogs, it is preceded by a proces- . a large portion of the inhabitants had ecvidently
sion — I will continuc this subject in my next. | fled for shelter, tho dead bodies lay literally
J. W. B.} heaped in dozens ono upon another, as thoy had

1 been murdered and flung down. The stepsup to

1; the church are white, and down them was & broad

; door, which told but too plainly the tale of muxder.
h The body of the church is about the size of tho
after having consulted with General Bcnuforti\ Lock Chapel in the Harroiy-road, tho courtyard
d’ Hautpol, had called together tho cliefs of theiis broader, but about half its length. Butin no
Metualis, and prohibited their giving any refuge, part of that church, on noinch of that court,
to tho Druses. It was said that military opera- couldany mon, puthekissteps ever sonicely, walk
tions would commense atfer the hot weather It withioud puilting hig foot on somepart or otber of
was asserted that Faud Pasha bed prevented the, a dead man’s bady, The skeletons are, with few
outbreak of an insurrection at Nablous. , exceptions, petfectly naked, for cvery survivor of

The trado of Beyrout is certainly roviving,  the massacro that I have questioncd—nad moro
and purchasers for goods are coming in from the  thana huudred have related the same tale to
interior. Notwithstanding the shock we have  partics in Beyrout—sayssocold-blooded were the
lately experienced, thero will be very little ulti- ' Druses with their murderous work, that, beforo

&\rcdicn. the viat of the stations com-
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purplo mark of twenty or thirty fect long, from

THE MASSACRES IN SYRIA. the interior of tho alter rails out far beyond the

According to advices from Beyrout ,Faud Pasha

- pinto loss in thoplace. The French troops cxpect, butchering a man whose clothes were at all good,

to Toake n move very shortly into tho interior, | they made bim undress himself, and thea hacked
with o view, 1beliese of bringing some of the  him to pieces with their Jong koives, thus pre-

- Druse shricks to punishment. As regards Da- | serving his garments uncut and unstaived with

mascus, Faud Pasha bas sent into Boyreut a  blood.  For some reason or other, they appear
large nomber of men forced to become conscripts ,nottohsve taken the Maronite priests’ clothes, as 1
for the n‘nnyl; but thesohvicw uxc(ilr new] p(;)s'\{ion " observed many ;stf t:‘l? c0rps:§s snlli‘c]lnd ill: u\ohblaclé
as anytbing but o punishment, and openly declare , coarse gown o moaks. 1o church an
that xj\y dny will come when lh'oy ns soldiers will I:courtynrd were all strewn with torn church books
be able to shed Christian blood. A very large  and broken church ornaments, but bere, as every-
body of them passed through Beyrout, the other  where else, all thatcould be turaed to thoslightest
day singing one of tho refrains of tho Druse war- ;.xso, c\'cnf t hthc ‘w?lodcn hl?t;lg of tho l:ioors and tgc
, il weet it is to shed the blood of  frames of the windows, Ladbeen taken awa
:J‘;:Estiunso"'v’ sbut. the ncl-,xt batch, whi:h arrived L the marauding hordes of murderers. Butyoveﬁ
{bree niglts ago, wero escorted to the barracks  moro than by sight of the Maronito church was I
by o detachnent of French busears, who have | astonished and sickencd on going intothe Turkish
rather differcnt Dotions about the propriety of ' Governor’s room, in tho far interior of the Se):m.
prisoners’ behasiour than have the Turkish regu- | Here the great slaughter scems to have taken
{ar troops. , place. Hero, two and a-hslf moaths after these
May CGod graot I may never again seo such o murders, the ground of tize reom was duscolored
sight as I witnessed threo doys ago at Dier-el- and fat with human blood. Hero still lay about
Kamar! and such would bo the prayer of any '.frgxgmcnts of torn dresses and clothing, bearing
man who has been in that town since the massu-: witocss to many fourful deeds of blood. And



