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. EXCHANGE ECHOES.

Lumterman's Gazette, Bay Cilyy, Mih.—There has never
been a winter since the first saw mull was erected in this country
where there were su many mulls in operauon, and s much
fumber and timber manufactured as during the winter of 1886-7
just closing. This shuws unusual activaty 1a the trades which
Jemand tmber and lumber fur thar prosecution, and eapected
activity m raulroad rolling stock building.
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Ottazot Free Press.—Lumbermen generally express them-
wlves quite pleased at the outlock for the coming season.
Notwithstanding the passage of the Inter Commerce bill the
prospects for large and brisk salesare as bnght, if not bnghter,

shan in past years.  This applies principally to the American ;

and Canadian markets.  As regards the English trade, how-
ever, one firm reports a decided falling off both in square
timber and sawn lumber.  On  the other h:u?d another ﬁ.rm
weports that their business in thesee lines with the English
market will be exceptionally heavy.  Prices will certainly nule
-as high aslast year, and the opinton is generally held there
will be a shade of advance.  Owing to the Inter Commerce
Vill coming into forceon the 1st of April, lhcrc'is a l_)c:xvy
.sh te get as much of the contract lumber as ])O&sl?)lk‘ shipped
-to the United States «.cfore that date, and comphint is made
of an insufficiency of cars. The actual amount of lumber
shich will be manufactured this scason will be much heavier
.than that of last year. - Notone firm reports a falling off in
this respect, while two firms, Messrs. Hurdman & Co., and
fessrs. Grier & Co., reporta decided ncrease ; the former of
about 25,000,000 fect and the latter of about 20,000,000 fcc.t.
The new mill which Messrs. Grier & Co. are building, will
.dncrease thewr manufacturing  capacity cn'brmou'sl). The
lumber manufactunng ndustry  of the Olfa\\'a \.allcy was
.pever SO prosperous as at present, and notwithstanding all lh'c
.disadvantages under which it labors for want of a more reci-

many houses heing supported by fying butteesses.

It were well did lumbermen tahe something more than a
superficial glance at the standing of e parties to whom the
hutk of their Gles are made, and endeavour to realize the fact
that sooner or later a reaction will follow from  which they
will suffer the inevitable consequences ofsupplyl: | men wl. .
have nothing to lose.  As long as vur speculaune Luildurs are
able to make sales of the miscrable tenements erected by them,
50 long can our dealers eapect with a degree of certainty, tobe
paid a portion of the amount due them, but the moment any
stringency is felt then payments cese, and the lumberman
finds too late that he has supplied material to increase the
value of the property mortgaged to the individual furnishing
the cash.

It is worse than folly to ignore what is patent to all in the
trade.  We all know that sales are made to men who have
not one cenc to lose, and who, trusting to the future, expect
to realize sufficient means to stave off the evil day. It is not
to .peculative Luilders alone that reference is made, Lut to
contractors as well.  Men eager to du an eatensive business
tender for work far t0o low, and having obtained the contract
find that with a number of such low priced contracts on hand,
they cannot attend to each as it deserves and are compelled to
call a meeting of creditors at which a compromise is made of
about 30 or 40 per cent. on the dollar to be paid in install-
ments at 3, 6 and 9 months, the payments of whichTeannot Le
met as thar assets are not in existence, but merely suppositious
margins duc on contracts, which have to be carned and subject
to whatever may happen.  The final winding up of the affairs
of the ambitivus incompetent builder is the result,

Compttition among both the lumber dealers and builders is
to a very great extent the cause of the evil.  Nor can the real
estate agent cseape censure.  Blocks of land are thrown on the
market, (s0 far realizing more than their actual worth) casy
terms arc offered to such as will build. Houses spring up like

The Vanbum Mills, on American side, start operations next
weeke There is annuaally shippsad from this will from 25 to 30
millions shingles, besides clap-buards and other lumber, all cat
on this side, and shippad to the States without the payment of
one cent of duty.

Holmes & Hammond expoct to have their new anills mun-
ning alout the fint of Apdl. The princgal macunery con-
sists of five shingle machines.  This new mill is situated op-
posite Green River, on American sile, and at s expected  that
a large business will be done,

Our Nativnal Policy 1s hike all first-class machines, easily dis-
gracad by unshilled worlinen and neglect, and through  this
negleet on the part of vue Goveenment officials, they are en-
couraging the robbery of aur forest wealth by Mwericans, the
benetits of which acerue tu our neighbors instead of our own
people.  Canadian enterprise s bemng discournged, and in a
very few years, if the present state of affurs  cuontinues to
enist, what little timber we have left will be stripped by Ameri-
cans, leaving them nut worth Lalling mills on; whereas if a
heavy eaport duty were eaacted, vur streams would be provid.
cd with mills and the ring of saws woula testify to the opzning
up of additional labor, and encourage our children to hue out
a home of their own in the lan L of their birth, who naw are
cumpelled to go abroad and sceh work frum thase who have
robbed us of our timber, and marnufacture the same across the
border.  If this lumber way manufactured in Canada we coald
soon cncourage 4 boum in milhng, besides encouraging a
channel to cultivate thousands of acres of our best lands into
fields of wheat and other cereals, which now show nothing but
the bLlackened stumps of hardwowd, from which our spruce
and pine have been talen. .

I cannot sce the j slicy of granting subsidics to milroads for
the purpose of openiag out our country, and thenallow Amer-
icans to come over a1 d rob our furests out of all the traffic re-
quired to support them after they are Lumilt. It is too much

-procative commercial pol-
icy withthe United States,
it can competesuccessfully
*in Eastern Awmencan mar-
kets with the Michigan
Jumber.
» - »

Monetary Times.—We
have repeatedly besought
the attention of mill-men,
“lumberers and builders to
a desirabihty of a freer use
of hemlock timber and
Tumber for building uses.
“The supply of pine will
not last for ever; and it
would be well to familia-
rize people with the fact
thatthere is a wood casily

Our offer to new

respectfully invite all readers of ** The Lum-
erman” who are not alveady subscribers to fill up

A
p
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subscribers is the most literal yet published, and should

be accepted by cvery ntember of the trade in Canada.

this sheet aud retiiris same at once.

The Ganada Lumberman and Scribner’s Lumber § Log Book

G . G Mborlimen, Fublisher.

Glecse dend lo e /o//ow’cny addrcss “The (Zanada
Gumberman” and “Shrlner s Lumber and gq/(z Gook *
from thes dale untd the end of the foresent year, for which

enctose the sum of one Dollar.

like 2 cow giving a good
mess of milk and then
kicking it over.

We have very little
standing pine left on the
river St John, spruce is
scattering, small and
scarce 3 cedar iy rapidly
disappeanng, and this
year the American woods-
man, in his cagerness to
obtain astoch of lugs atall
hazards, cut from the top
of the snow, leaving seve
cral feet of stump.

Ay There scems to be a
Y 7. 0. 474 Name.... ... ... grent cry among lumbor
monopolists over the high

HAdAress ... .. ..o \ &

stumpage tax in  New

avalable and wili take 1ts
place for many purposes. This is coming into usc in
Camada, year by year, morc frecly. That hemleck is
making progress in popular csteem in the States, too, is
<vident. The Bay City Gazefte tells us that a larger pro-
duct of this wood is looked for in Michigan this year than
<ver before. It is coming into competition with pinc in the
lake citics, and indced it is no mean competitor, light and
strong and durable as it is, especially when it can be furnished
for two dollars less per thousand.  Then again, as we learn
from the Z¥mdlerman, in Central and Southern Ohio the hem-
lock from the forests of western Penhsylvania has been coming
in alongside the pine from States further west and for some
purposes beating its rival.  ““Within the past year, the devel-
<pment of the Western trade in Pennsylvania hemlock has
been very marked, and the indications are that the rise has
but just begun.” That journal ventures to declare that it is
the bill stuff of the future, and is besides, successf~Hy used for
.shingles. Pennsylvania makers tum out hemlock shingles and
¢l them, with a fifteen year guarantee, at prices which pine
producers can hardly match.

BEWARE OF THE SHODDY SPECULATOR.
ToroNTO, March 18th, 1887.
{76 the Eaitor of the Canada Lumlcrman.

*“This is the fool who lent moncey gratis."—J2lerchant of
Tenice.

It is a trite observation that history repeats itself.  'We can-
mot avoid caquiring: Arc we on the eve of another stagnation
in trade as was from 72 to "79, when the crash of falling firms
was heard daily?  In onc of our Eastern provinces a bank
has gone down accompanying an extensive lumber firm; in
Great Batain Stewant Bros. have failed for $500,000; while
south of us a monctary panic is predicted by the Solons of

1 Jonah's guard in a night—bad material, bad workmanship, and
our pushing, energetic, speculative builder

“¢ Fix'd on his house he 1~ans ; his house
And all its props decay 5

He holds it fast 3 but, while he holds
The toltenng frame gives way,”

Notwithstanding the scvere losses  eaperienced  almost
monthly the lumber dealers continuc 1o sell to a class of men
the most worthless—men wlio in the majority of cases arc not
competent to correctly caleulate the cost of a building, and in
almost every instance have not the most remote acquaintance
with the science of atcounts.  Scarcely onc of our dealers but
has been vicumized by this unsavoury class, the shoddy specu-
lative builder and his more pretentious brother the ambitous
mcompetent contractor.

Lumbennen have the remedy in their own hands, which if
applicd, will, to a certain extent at least, save them many =
dollar obtained from small margins.  Let them combine, if that
can be done, and agree to supply material to nonc but those
having seme means of their oan, or to such as eanYgive (the
most satisfactory security, and above all, absolutely refuse all
contractors who have taken contracts so low that there is not

a fair margin to cover all contingencices.
Caxana,

NEW BRUNSWICK MATTERS.
MapAwAsKA, N.B., March 21st., 15S7.
To the Editor of the Canada Lsom:berman.

This has been onc of the most discouraging winters for lum.
bering on the Upper St. John we have seen for many years,
There will bea falling off of onc-third the usual output.  The
great depth of snow we have had so long is decreasing rapidly,
and, contrary to the general expectatior, is passing away with.
out causing floods. Quite a large quantity or logs are still left

Wall street, and a2 home the fecling is not one of security,

to haul.

Brunswick, lut to our
mind the Government has acted wisely in this respect.

The only way to successfully open up our country is to re-
strict the cut of our lumber by adding more stumpage and ex-
port duty and manufacturing our lumber at home. In the
near future agriculture must be resorted to in order to keep up
our towns and cities instead of lumber, and the sooner politi-
cians take this matter up the svoner there will be a boom in
farming, and ovr province placed vn a slid foundatien.

A new hne of raibway has been run out from Camplelltown,
Restigouche, to Grand Fails, which will open out onc of the
finest tracts of land in New Brunswick, besides bunging this
upper country within one hundred miles from the seaport,
making a market for Restigouche fish and a channel through
which to ship our lumber.  Many of our people are talking

about locating on this linc.
Yours truly,

. O. ByrayM.

GRAVENHURST, March 24th, 1887,
To the Editor of the Canada Lumlernian,

The stocking on Muskoka River and its tributarics is about
completed, the following quantitics Ixing for Gravenhurst :
Mickle, Dyment & Son, 12 millions ; Ontario Lumber Co., 8
millions ; Thomson & Baker, 724 millions ; Isaac Cockbum, 6
millions ; McBurncy & Laycock Co., 6 millions ; Thomas Thait,
4 millions.  The drive on the Muskoka River this year is cx-
pected to be about 6o millions.  Snow still very decp and no
prospects of going off as yet.

The cost of stocking has been considerable in excess of the
cstimate, mainly on account of scvere snow storms.

Repairs on the mills have commenced, and owners anticipate
a good season. : Yours truly,

Luctus.



