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disinterested preaching the faith which he once destroyed.  ‘The towan
turned out to hear, and thought there was some mockery, many were
deeply moved. Ihis own account of 1ts.—* At fiust I could not beleve
that God should speak by e to she heaet of any niia, stll evvating my-
eclf unwarthy ; yet those who were thus toucned, would Juve avy aml
have a partucular respect tor e, and though §did put it fron e, that
they should be awakened by nmie, stil they wouid confees 1t and affion it
before the smnts of God. .« . Wheielore, seaang tiem o boia thew
words and deeds to be so constant, wand alzv i their lieana 2o ..mm's\ly
pressing after the knowledge of Jesus Chniat, rejoang that ever God did
send me where they were, then 1 began 10 coutinde it oughit be au, that
God had owned 1 his work such a fuolish vue as 1) and tien came that
word of God 1o my heart with such sweet selreshmuent. * The blessing ol
them. that were ready 1o perishiis come upon me, yea, I caused the
widow’s heart to sing for joy. At tus, thercture, [ geguiced , yea, the
tears of those whom God had awakeaed by my preaching would e bota
solace and encourngemeat to me, I thought an those saymgy, * Who s
he'that maketh me glad, but the same that 13 made sorey by me = And
again, ¢ Though [ be an apostie to vihers, yer doubtless [ am veto you:
for the scal of my aposileship ace ye in the Lord.”

There was a solemmzing and subdu.ng power i Bunyan’s numstry,
because 1t was heart-feit.  So far as the truths e uttered were capabie of
becuming subjects of personal consciousness, he had experienced them ;
and so farna they were subjects of inteliccivai conviction, he was not lully
persuaded of thein, but eaw them so clearand evident, that his realizauons
were continually quickening imto sensationa,  He thus began with a
Jolin-Baptist minstry, to wineh suceceded a Pentecostal evangel; and ot
last it grew into the Pauline sinputude and compleicness, ' the whale
counsel uf God.” ** In y preaching of the word, I took speciul natice of
this vne thing, namely, that the Lord did lead e to begin where the word
begine with sinners ; that i3, to condema all flesh, and to open and alicge
that the curse of Gud by the faw duth belong to and tay hold on ali tnen
as they come into all the world, because of sin. Now tlus part of my
work I fulfilled with great sense, for the terrors of the law, and gont for
my transgressions, fay heavy on iy couscience. I preached what [ feit
what [smartingly did feel ; even that undes wlich my poor sout did groan
and trenible to astomshment. Indeed 1have been as one sentto them from
the dead ; [ went myself in clhiins 1w preach to them in chains 3 and
cacried that fice in my owa conscience that T persuaded them to be aware
of . .+ .+ . . 'Thusl went on fur the gpace of two years, crying out
against men's sing, and their fearful state beeavse of them.  Afier which
the Lord came in upon my goul with some sure peace and comfort threagh
Christ; for he dul gave me many sweer discoveries of s blessed grace
through bim.  Whetefore now [ aliered 10wy preactung (for suil 1

reached what [ saw and felt.) Now, thecefore, Tdid much labour to
ﬁold forth Jesus Christ in all lus otlices, relatons, and beactite, unto the
world, and sirive also to discover, to condenn, and remove those falae
supports sud props on wlich the world doth both fean, and by them lail
and perish, Oa these things also Tetaid ns Jong as on the other.  Afier
this, Gud led me into voutething of the mystery of union with Christ ;—
wherelore, that [ discovered and shewed 1o them also.  And when | bad
travelled through these thiee chuef pomts of the word of God, [ was caoght
in my present practice, and cast into prison, where [ have lain alone as
long again to confirm the truth by way of suffering, us I was before testi-
fying of it, according to the scriptures, in a way of preaclung.”

Buuyan's preaching was no incohierent sant.  Words of teath and so-
betness formed the staple of cach sermon 3 and his burning words and
atarthng images were only the electnie seinullatons alung the cham of lus
scriptural eloquence.  ‘Liough the common people keard i most gludly,
he had vcearional hearers of a lugher elase.  Once un a weekeday he
was expected to preach i a pansh chuich at Cambndge, and a concourse
of people had alreudy collected in the churchyanl. A pay student was
riding past, when he noticed the crowd, aud uasked what had brought
them together. He was told that the people had come vut to hear one
Bunyan, a tinker preach. Ile instantly dismouated, and gave n boy
twopence 1o hold his horse, for he declared he was determined to hear
the tinker prate.  So he wentnto the church, and heard the tioker ; but
8o deep was the inpression which that sermon made on the echolar, that
he took every subsequent opportunity to attend Bunyun's ministry, and
himself becaiae & renowned preacher of the Gospel in Cambndgeshire.-—~
8till he felt that his errind was to the mulutude, and his great anxwety
was to penetrate the darkest places of the land, and preach to the most
abandoned people. In these labours of unostentatious heroism, ke some-
times excited the jealousy of the regular parish mimsters, and even un-
der the tolerant rule of the Protector, was in some canger of imprison-
ment. However, it was not till the Restoration that he was in serious
jeopardy ; but thereaficr he was among the first victims of the grand
combination betwixt priests and rulers to exterminate the gospel in Eng-
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On the 12th of November 1660, he had promised to meet a little con-
gregation in a private house at Samsell in Bedfordshire. Before the hour
of meeting he was apprised that a warrant was out to seize him ; but he
felt that he owed it to the gospel not to run away at sucha time. Ac-
cordingly when the people were assembled with no weapuna bot their
Bibles, the constable entered and atrested the preacher. e had ounly
time to speak & few words of counsel and encouragement to his heurers,
“ You see we -are prevented of our opportunity to speak and hear 1lic
word of God, and are likely to suffer fur the same, But be not discour-
aged. 1iis'a megcy to suffer for so good & cause. We might have been
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apprehiended asthicves or murderers, or for other wickedneas ; but blessed
Le God, it is not su. We snffer as Chnistians for well doing ; and hete
ter be the persteured than the peisceutors.”  Ilaviog Leen taken hefore 8
Jusiiee, e was commtted 1o gaol uil the ensuing sessivns should be held
at Bedtnd, There an indictinent was preferred—""That John Bunyan,
of the tana ot Ledford, labouter, bemg a person of such and such condi-
twny, he hath sioce such o time devilishly and perniclously abstained
tivus cotmng to chinreh to hiear divine service ; aud is o comnton upholder
of several umawful meetmgs and conventicles, o the great aistutbance
and distraciion of the good subjects of this kingdom, coutrary to the laws
of vut covereign lord the King," &e. Of coutse lie was convicled, and
suntonced to inprisonment, with certificauon, thataf he did noy conform
within 4 given peniod, he would be banished vut of the kingdom,

After Bunyan ceases to be lus own biographer, our matetials becoming
exceeding scanty,  ‘This 13 the teas to be lamented when we reflect that
the history of lus “ hidden e is aleeady told,  The processes have aow
bren related whieh tormed and developed the inner wan ; and the few
external events thay befed hun, and she few impor ans 1hungs that he did,
duging the remanng eighteen and twenty years of his imortal pilgeimage,
may bLe recorded 1 a gingle page.

His unprisonment was protracted from sessions 1o sesvions, till he had
measured out twelve weary years in Bedford gaol.  Perhaps we should
not call thew wemry.  ‘Ihiey had their alleviations, s wife and child-
ren were allowed 1o visit i s blind and imost beloved daughter
was permatted to cheer s solictude and her own, e had his Bible,
afd Jas * Bouk of Martysa”  He had nnagmation, and his pen.  Above
all, hie had a good conscience,  He felt it a blessed exchange to quit
the * aron cage” of desparefor a * den” oft visited by a celestial comforter ;
and winch, however cheerl ss, did not lack a door to heaven.

Whetter st was the man’s own humunity, or whetler it was that God
who assuaged Joseph's captivity, gave Bunyan special favour in the eyes
of the keeper ol lus prisun, the tact is certain, that he met with singular
indulgence at the least hkely kands, Not only was lie allowed many a
lttle imdulgence in his cell, but he was suffered to go and come with a
freedom which could hardly have been exceeded had the county gaol
been fus own hired house,  For months together hie was a constant at-
tender of the chinreh-mveetings of his brethren in Bedford,and was ac-
tually chivosen pastor during the period of his incarceration. Ou one
occasion some of the Bishops who had heard of a tumour of the unusual
liberty conceded to hum, sent & messenger from London to Bedford to as.
certain the truth, ‘The officer was instiucted to call at the prisvn duting
the might. It was a night when Buonyan had received permission to sty
at home with his famaly ; but so uneasy did he feel, that he told his wife
lie must go back to lisold quarters. So late was it that the goaler
blanied hum fur coming at such an untimely hour ; but a little afierwards
the messenger arnved, % Are all the prisoners safe 1”  Yes” ¢ Is Joha
PBunyan safe 1” ¢ Yes” “ Let me see him.”  Bunyan was cslled, and the
messenger weat his way 3 and when he was gone the gaoler told hiny—
* Well, you wiay go out again just when you think proper; for you know
when to return berter than T can tell you.” .

But the best alleviations of his capuvity were those wonderful worl: »
which he there projected or compazed, Svme of these were controversial §
but one of them was his own hife, under the title, * Grace abounding 10
the Cluef of Sinners,” nand avother was the ¥ PiLorin's PRrooxess.”

In 1672 Lie obtained his libenty, and Jus friends immediately built for
him a large meetung-house, where he continued to preach with little jn.
terraption ull his death, Once a year he visited London, snd was there
g0 pupular, that twelve hundred people would gather together at seven in
the mornng of a winter's working-day to hear him.  Awmongst their ad-
nuring hsteners, Dr. Owen was frequently found ; and once when Chatles
the Second asked how a learned wan like him could eit down 10 hear a
tinker prate, the great theologian is said to have answered,* May ¢
please your Majesty, coulid T possess the tinker’s abilities for preaching, [
would most gladly relinquish all my learning.”  But popular as he was,
he was not fond of praise.  Oune day after he had concluded an impres-
sive discourse, hia friends pressed ronnd to thank him for his * sweet ser-
mon.” Aye,” he blantly answered, « you need not remind e of that ;
for the devil 1old me as much before I left the pulpie,”

He had numbered sixty years, and wrnitten as many books, when he
was released from his abundant labours. A young gentleman, his
neighbour, had fallen under his father’s displeasure, and was much con-
cerned at hus father's estrangement as well as at the prospect of being
disinhesited. tlebegged Mr. Bunyan's friendly interpusition to propitiate
his father, and prepare the way for lus return to parental favour and af.
fection. The kind-hearted man undertook the task, and having success-
fully achieved it, was returning from Reading to London on horseback,
when he was thuroughly drenchied with excessive rains. 1le arrived cold
and wet at the house of Mr. Strudwick, a grocer on Snow Hill.  Here
he was seized with fits of sinvering, which passed off in violent fever, and
after ten days’ sickness, on the 31st of August, 1683, his pilgrimage ended,
aud he went in by the gate into the city.

«THE KILLING TYME."

The persecutions in Scotland whicl: commenced in 1660, and tenui-
nated in 1688, comprehended a period of as much suffering, perhaps, as
has fallen to the lot of any nation in the world. It is now.nearly one
hundred and sixty years since tiat dismal period passed .away,.and we
ate in danger of forgetting what our honored forefathers endured in main.




