
'0 TH1E EXPOSITOR OF IIOLINESS

the consideration of ««the prayer of
faith."

\Ve distingruisli between the prayer
of faibli and the prayer of courtesv or of
pity. Our Saviour taughit us to pray
the greneral prayer, "Thiylking-dont conte(.
Thy wili bc done on eitli as it is done
iii Heaveii." Mý,anifeýstly, 11e coul(1 noV
have intended the prayer of faith, for
then it w'0ul(l mean that we should. ask
i faibli that ail mien slhould at once

begrin and continue to do God's wvill on
earth as it is donc in ileaveit, andi expect
te prayer to bc aniswered fortliwith.

It was a prayer of this class whichi
Christ uttered front te cross in behiaif
of his murderers, "Fabtlier, forgrive themn,
they kiow~ not. Nvlhat they (Io." This
prayer was noV "te prayer of faith,"
else Jertisalen wvouid noV have been
destroyed and its peopie so terribly
punîshied. Quite diffèrent was th~e
definite prayer for Peter, that bis faith
iiiighit not fail. The apostie exhorts al
Christiains Vo niake prayer and supplica-
tion for ail men, for kingys and gyovernors,
etc., but this is evidently noV the prayer
of faith, buit the prayer of courtesy or of
sympathy. Such pra,-yers are righit and
proper in thieir place, but should nover
be confounideti witlt the definite prayer
wve are considering. The power to use
the prayer of faith is noV distributed to
ail alike, for St. Paul tells .:.- that to
sorne is a'iven faibli by the Spirit, thus
ntakitng Vhern differ frotn others in
their faitli powver, or in te use of the
prayer of faibli. Moreover, we are taughlt
V1ilat te ability Vo use the prayer of
faibli does not necessarily connect itself
witi eminent piety, for Christ tells us
that niany ab the last day lvill be fotmnd
on the lef t hand who had. been men o
faitli power-doingr many rniglîty tvorks
in the natne of Clîrist-and yet of wlîoi
it wiil be said b the Son of Mani, i
neyer knew yoUIu, in thel3th chap-
Ver of Corinthians, Veaches that one
rnight have this power iii its intensest
formi and yet not be a Christian. From
ail of wltich we learn that the prayer of
faitli is a gif t dis Vributed, like te gift of
prophesy of old, Vo men unequally, and
noV always in proportion to the piety of
the recipients.

This is what gives the truc significance

Vo te reconimendation, in Jantes, Vo te
sick to cail ini te eiders to pray for
thein, beCause the prîiyer of fait]i wouid
recover thein; and hiow should te prayer
of faith be secured unless by callitig it
tiiose who wvere known Vo hav'e this
faibli power.. It does not Leachx Lhat any-
party~ praying over te sick could
certainly insure their rccovery, but giv'es
direction,, how best to secure the pravrer
of faiblii w'hein practicabie.

Now tiuis is just where miodern Chiris-
ians, as conîpared w'ithi those iii the early-

dav ofChrstinit, hvelargyely failed

fii iii sickness. ltis noV te only
uteans w'itlîin our reaich for afthiced
humnanity. Who w uuld think of de-
pending wholly, or even in part, on te
prayer of faibli when an &rtery inust be
tied, or a broizen limi-b set, or what Pro-
testant wvould think of discardiing vac-
cination because of Jamnes' directions con-
cerning te use of te prayer of faitli?
But wve niaintain tat, whiist greieral
prayers for te sick are alwvavs in o rder,
te prayer of faitli in its relation Vo

sickness lias its distinctive place axnongst
God-ordained reniedies, and sitouid be
sougYht' after wvith even mi-ore eagrerness-
and care titan we evince in sccuriîîg al
possible assistance in te Itour of deep
affliction or threatened deatît.

And hure is wlîere te doctrine of
Divine guidance proves itseif of great
practicable value. For if indwveit tuy
the Spirit, and guideci by Him inito al
trutit, we are not oni]Y led Vo use, Vo te
best advantage, te remiedies within
reach, or te skill of others, but also to
use the prayer of faibli ourselves wvhen
it is the wvi11 of God, o1r obtain the lieeded
hieip of the faitli of others.

The Fablier cannob bu an exainple of
Sonship. Only the Son can show what
te son ourdit Vo bu. In vain do I go Vo
te Vedas or Vo Judaisin Vo learn Son-

ship. That I luarn at the fueL of iny
sweet Cltrisb, my Father's beloved Son.
T go Vo nîy Qod Vo learn ail about the
Godhead. I go Vo my -Christ Vo learn
what a son oughit Vo bu. God Veaclies me
Divinity. Christ teaches me hurnanity.
-Slected.


