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stances they wrate; the particular design they had in -writing; the
order of the books, flot thé order in wrhich tliey appear in our
Bibles, but the order in wvhich they- w'ere written and the relative
place w~hich each holds in the general sohemne of revelation. Infor-
rnation on these points can generally, be obtained frorn the " Intro-
ductioas " to the variaus books wvhich are Printed in some editions
of the Bible. With these prelirninary acquirements we wvi1l be pre-
pared for matters of detail pertaining to the contents of the sacred
volume.

On openingf the Bible y-ou perceive that the various books are
divided into cfuapter-s and verses. Tlhis arrangement is entirely
arbitrary, and of cornparativelyý, recent date. The division into
chapters wvas mnace by Cardinal Hugo, about the m'IdIe of the
i 3,th century, to facilitate reference to a Latin Concordance which
fie xvas preparing. In 1661, Athias, a jew of Amsterdam, in his
edition of the old Testament, divided the chapte-rs of Hugo into
verses, as wve nowv have them. The New Testament was arranged
in a similar manner by an English printer namned Robert Stephens,
in 1 51, about sixty years before our present version ~'spublished.
These divisions were adopted by the Englîsh translators, and hàave
continued ta the present time.

TÉhese artificial divisions are u.seful for reference in camparing
one part of the Bible with another; but in many instances they
ha-ve been made in sQ careless a mariner as ta obscure the sense. A
few pâssages wvill make this plain :

Gen. 2:1-3 is separated froni Gen. i.

A cts40 2 2: 1 Acts 2 1.
2 Cor. 7 : 1 Cor. 6.
Heëb. 12 : 1 -2" Heb. i i.

A similar difflculty is experienced in consequence ai the arbi-
trary division of verses. Let us note one or two examples:

Psalm 98th, -verse 8, separated from, verse- 7.
Luke 2 11 78, ci c C"s 77.

In trying ta avoid errors arising f-rni these arbitrary divisions,
a "Paragraph Bible,"' or at 1ePýt one in which the natural divisions
are mrarked by a paragraph, thus: % wilI be found very service-
able. ()But where this cannet be obtained, ]et the reader pay

~>Patagrtiph BibI,. can bc obtained throuigh the Lole Socic>- Pric, in cloth binding, $i.25.
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