FRIENDLY GREETINGS,.

The whole mass of ice was overwhelmed with the waves,

REMARKABLE ESCAPE FROM PERIL.

NE morning in March, 1782,
two Moravian Brethren,
Samuel  Liebisch  and
William Turner, set off
-from Nain for Okkak, in
a sledge driven by ore of
the converts, and were
accompanied by another

sledge of Isquimaux, containing

two men, one woman, and 2

child. Al were in good spirits;

i and as the weather was clear,
and the track over the frozen sea in the best order,
they travelled with ease at the rate of six or seven
miles an hour, so that they hoped to reach Okkak
in the course of two or three days. After passing the
islands in the bay of Nain, they kept at a consideiable
distance from the shore, both to gain the smoothest
part of the ice, and to avoid the high rocky promontory
of Kiglapeit.

About eight o'clock they met a sledge with Esqui-
maux furning in from the sea; and after the usual
salutations, the strangers, in the course of conversation,
threw out some hints that it might be as well for them
to return. As the missionaries, however, saw no
cause of alarm, and suspected that the travellers
merely wished to enjoy the company of their friends
a little longer, they proceeded on th:ir journey.

After some time, their own Esquimaux hinted that
there was a ground swell under the ice. It was then
searcely perceptible, except on lying down and apply-
ing the car close to the ice, when a hollow, disagree-
able grating noise was heard, as if ascending from the
abyss. The sky, however, was still clear, except
towards the east, where a bank of light clouds ap-
peared, interspersed with some dark streaks; butas
the wind blew strong from the north-west, nething
was less expected than a sudden change of weather.

The Brethren continued to pursue their journey till
the sun had reached its height in the horizon, and as
yet there was little or no change in the aspect of the
sky. But as the motion of the sea under the ice had
grown smore perceptible, they beecame rather alarmed,
and began to think it prudent to keep cluso fo the
shore. The ice also had cracks and large chasms in
many places, some of them one or two feet wide; but
as these are not uncommon, even in its best state, and
the dogs easily leap over them, they are frightful only
to strangers.

As soon, however, as the sun declined toward the
west, the wind increased %o a storm, the bank of light
clouds from the cast began to ascend, and the dark
streaks to put themselves in motion against the wind.
The snow was violently driven about by partial whirl-
winds, both on the ice and from off the peaks of the
neighbouring mountains. The ground swell had now
increased so much that its effects on the ico were very
extraordinary as well as alarming. The sledges, in-

37



