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giving us tokens of His regard, so overy way calcu-
luted to convey correct views of His essential attri-
butes, and for debarring us from the uso of those
counterfeit signs, which would, if at all attended to.
produce the very opposite resulis, and cuuse us to
harbour donbtsof the perfect righteousness, immuta-
bility, and incorruptibility of His nature, and conse
quently of His ubility to save us from our sins, the
primary and glorious object which He had in view
in becoming God manifest in the flesh.

bthly. As the judicious use of pure fruit of the
vine, and pure bread, contributes largely to the for-
mation of pure vital fly*d, the great source from
which ail the constituent parts of the human body
are derived, and by which it giows, wuxes strong,
and is perfected, so by the reception of n whole Christ.
#whose body i3 meat indeed, wnd whose blood is
drink indeed ;" so by faith in lym, the soul of the sin-
ner, is not only first justified, but sub-equently sanc-
tified, under the infleence of the Holy Spirit, and
grows up ta Him in all things, at length, nttaining by
continued increments of grace, # unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.” The admirable
adaptation of the means appointed by the Lord Jesus
Christ, to the end to be subserved by them, 7 e, to
aid the minds of communicants in forming correct
views of their Maker's character, and the Llessings
prepared for them by ilis sacriticial death, ought to
afford an additional motive for making use of unfer-
mented bread, and wine, at Ilis table, and to cause
them forever o reject fermented bread, and especially
Sermented alroholic intoxicating wines, at that sucred
ordinance, as contrary to lis special commandment,
dishonoring to 1hs name, and apposed to the interests
of iis Church und Kingdom.

4. The fuct of “the fruit of the vine,” * new,” be-
ing chosen by the Lord Jesus Christ aptly to symbol-
ize the enjoyments of Heaven.

This is a striking pairticular in the history of the
“fruit of the vine,” that it should not only have been
honored by hinmunuel, to be the symbul of bis precious
blood, upon earth, but that it should be exalted to
the dignity of representing in an exquisitely beautiful
figure the felicities of the paradise ubove. The au-
thor of Paradise Lost, has repeatedly, in that most
sublime of human productions, spoken of the Fruit
of the Vine, with commeundation, thus :

“ Though in heaven the trees
Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines
Yicld wectar 5 though from off the boughs, each morn,
Wo brush mellitiuous dews, and tind the ground
Cover'd with pearly grain 5 yet God hath here
Vaded his boanty so with now delights,

As mny compare with Leaven ; and to taste
Think not I shall bo nice.”
“Meanwhile, at table, Evo

Minister'd naked, and their owing cups
With jleasant liyuors cron n'd ; U intiwcence,
Deserving Paradise !

“ Al in circles as they stood,
Tables are fet, and on & sudden piled
With Angel's food ; and rubied nectar flows
In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold,
Fruit of delicivus vines, the growtl of IHeaven.
On fowr's repos’d, and with fresh tlow'rets crown'd,
They eat, they drink ; and in communion sweet
Qualt immortality and joy, sccure
OF surfeit, where full measure only hounds
Fzxeess, before the all bounteous King, who shower'd
With copious hand rejoicing iu their joy."

Itis well worthy of remark that in the last stanza,
the Heaven-bora muse, uses the very language of
scripture for which I have been contending, with the
addition of un appropriste epithet, as tho most proper
langunge to express the mind of Jehovah in all its
delicacy of meaning, viz: “the fruit of delicious vines,”
and that Ie has given the miud of the spirit in His
interpretation ofit :— .

ST hey defnk, and in commmnion sweet,
Qu IVummortality, nul joy, secure
O1 surfeit, wherd full micusure vnly bounds
Eactory tom

Or, in plain prose, they drink freely, not afraid of be-
coming intoxicated, because the hiuiv ot the vine hag
uo aleoholic poison in it. How ditferent the views
of Milton, from those of aleoholic sacramentalists]
who think it no shame to use the most villanous
compounds of nleohol, and other poisons, to show
forth the death of their adorable Redeemer! How
different the views of this sacred poet from those of
the Rev, W, H. Medburst, who expresses himself in
the following terms in his Sermon on * Tempeiance”
in regard to the passage, Mark xiv. 25.,“ Verily I say
unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine,
nutil that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of
(God:” “To us, however, the expression wawov (new)
does not refer so much to the quality of the wine, as
1o its constant supply—ever new, and still increns.
ing, without any possilility of its cloying or palling
the appetite;” thatas: viewing the expression, new wine,
as nsignifiennt figure of the enjoyment of the celes-
tial regions, and that wine being intoaicatiag, accord-
ing to his hypothesis,—that these pleasures in an in-
cessant round, would never cloy the appetites f the
apirits of just men made perfect ; nlthough nualogous
in their uature to those derived from the contmuous
potation of such highly incbriating wine, or rather
«b minations, s prefessing Christinns nnhesitatingly
partake of at * the table of the Lord I"

Milton had drunk more abundantty out of the wells
of salvation than to fall into such a delusion of the
devil.  We know full well that only the purest nectar,
the product of the heavenly vine, could suitably re-
present that blood which Immanucel had shed fur the
salvation of sinners of the human race, in the Para-
dise above, of which the theme of His immortal lay,
before it was blusted by the entrance of s, was the
emblem.

But to be brief: the choice of the “fruit of the
vine,” by Immanuel, to represent the. felicities of
hienven, affords another cogent reason why conmu-
nicants should drink of it as pure as they can obtain
it, to call to remembrauce Jiis death for them.

In the preceding we endeavoured to bring out facts,
preparatory to the grand decizivn of this momentous
question ; nothing under the head of *facts from
tbe domain of nature” was discovered, but that the
“fruit of the vine,” as “a goud cresture of God,”
should be preserved, as nature in the vine hag
tnught, for the dietetic use of mao, unfirmented, and
that it miykt be made to subserve the benevolent de-
signs of the Almighty for the prevention of physicak
and mora. evils, .

Under the second head, the following fucts from
*the domain of grace,” were enunciated :—

1. That—of the pure blood of the grape, or the fruit
of the vine, having from all cteruity beeu viewed by
the Divine mind in'relation to the blood uf the Lamb,
and approved of by Jehovah, to beused at the Lord's
Supper to be the sole symbol of that blood.

2. That—of Immanuel at the awful crisis when
he was about to be betrayed into the hands of
sinners to be crucified, having set apart the ¢ pure
blood of the grape,” or unfermented “fruit of the vine,”
to be the sole symbol of 1is sacrificial blood to be
used by His Church in remembrauce of Him till His
second coming.

3. That—of the admirable adaptation of this sym-
bol, “ the fruit of the vine,” to aid communicants in
forming right views of Christ's atoniug sacrifice and
its blessed results.

4. That—of % the fruit of the vine,” “new,” being



