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couvent, over wlîieh now fislierboats pass in duep
water. Venice, aiso, tire venserahie city of tire dogres,
sinks, year after yetir, more into the arms af lier lie-
trotlîed bride, as if ta hide lier simune and *distriec
ini tire bosoin af tire Adriatic. Alrcady, iii 1722,
wlîcîî the 1 avcmentof ire beautiful palace of St. Marco
'was taken trp, tire workîncn fourni. at a considerabin
depth lieloiv, an aucient pavemnent, whicli ivaq thien
far beiowv wattr-.-ark. INow. tire Adriatir luis .again
encrote.lied oison te twicc-raiscdl square; at higi
wtatcr, mnagazines aud churclica arc llooded, and if
proîter ineasures tire not talei in timte, serious injury
must inevitably folloiv. Not 'air front thtere, atZara,
superli antique mosaies xua* lie scen, iu cicar wea-
ther, under tire ivitter; and an tire southtern side ai
te island af iraguitza, tit caim sert, your boat glides

over Iong, rows of inagnificent stoute sarcophagi, fax
zielow te clear transparent surface.

F~rance also bears many an evidence ai suce] chn
ges in phaee. Tite uinfortutiate St. Louis eiribarked
at tire sparinus port of Aigries Mortes for bis iih-fated
crusade ; lie plavc-a hatrbor no more-is nowv at a
rnile'q distance fraîn sisore- Only inthec asL century,
in 1752, an Hnglisli ship strandcd near La Pochteilit,
an au oyster batiki, and ivas alindoncd. Now tire
,wrcck lies iii tire midst ai a cultivitced field, tliirteen
fecet above tire level af tie sea. snd araîind il. tire
îndustricus iinbnhitants bave gsined aver twa tliou-
sand acres of fertile land i less tin ttventy-five
years. England i>rLsettts sintilar instances; tîtus,
tice bivyo ai itie, in Keint. ivas forinerly cousidercd,
en excellent larbor; it is now, in spite ai great pains
and ,nuvh labour liestowed oit i, firin land aud vcry
g0od pasture for cattie.

Tiiese graduai andi almost imperceptible changes
of land have proablly been inost e.arefisilly oliserved
ir Swedeîi, vwhcre aircady ini the Limes ai Ceisiuis, tic(
people believed that tire ivater was slowly wvithdrawv-
ing front Lite land. Tite grent gcaiogist liuchibas
8itice pravcd ltat, nortît of tire province af Scania,
iSwcde.ii is rising ai tire rate ai front thrce ta five feut
a century, ivlîiist soutit ai titis line it is sinking iu
proportion. Sortie vilIcges iu a soutiern Scania, Tec
ioîv blirc liundredt feut nearer ta tire Baltic titan
thiey werc in tire days of Linn.eus, %% ho measurcd
tire distance n. hulndred years atgo. llistoical cvi-
,dence abounds as ta titis tuybterous niovemeni. ai a
wvhole continenît; the coasts ofiNurwiav sud En --and
bear, morcover, anîpheprouf ontlieir surface. 'ýcariy
sqixlhundrcdrtcet.ibuve Uic actual level, long, cletir
Uines ai tire formuer level may bie scea distincthy, mark-
ed by horizontal !ayerza of slhehîs, not of uxtuxci
species, but suci as are stili found in tirs adjoining
waters.

As %ve go further soutit, tire land secmns to sinlî.
Ail nin I as f ray and Iloiland le-ends

and traditions are founid, spc:îkiig ai hast cities aud
inundated provinces. Tliue Urtisinhve tliearsongs
ai tire great city ai Idiiixa, lu tire Narthern Sen, tire
bouls ai wlîase churches inny bce stili heard, in
dIreani-like knelling, oit a quiet, caîni Salibatli day;
and in Holland tlîey tell af steeples andi tawe-rs ti
can bce seen la dlean iveather, fur down in tirîe Zuyder
Zee.

Ptern rcality shows tbat these are not idie inven-
tions; iL is tvell kunon thiat greut citLies, large islands,
and whole provinces bave uctuaily been inguiplied,
and in bath countries muan is even nowv nt iwork ta
protect tire sinking shore agnins. te cncroahing
waves.

In Grecnland, the level changes so niuch, aud te
occan intrudes so fsti, tai the Muravian sctlers liad
more titan once ta maya tire pales to ivlich -they
moorcd thoir hats nearer iniand. On te hoW,J

rocky islands around. and on tice mainland itself,
litimbcrless ancient buildings ha~ve licou stibinerged,
and for aiges tire inliabitants biave veutured no longer
ta huild near tirc sea coast.

For the sea also bias its strftnge motions lke tire
firin Iaîîd-gcutle, progressing oscillations, -wliicli
returns al. stitced periods, or act xvith stidden force.-
lri tire South Suit, wc arc told, tie bottom of tire sua
rises and sinks in regular alternation : tire saine
occurs near tire coast of Chili, teaching us by land
and wvatcr, the incauîstancy of tire prescrit order af
things, and tire changes to which, at great intervals,
the outlincs of aur continents are inost prub:tbly
subject. Truly, Ife alorne, 'who is our (3od, Hoe
chanîges flot..

Froist Jonatiiii, ttyniozd.
TIIE DANGER 0F NATIONAL IRRTTABILlTY.
If nations fou-lit anly ivlien thecy could flot lbc at

peace. there vwould be vcry little fighting in tire iorld.
Tir'e %vars thast are wvaged for Ilinsits ta flags," and
an endlcss train of simnilar motives. are perhaps
generally attribtitable ta tire irritability af aur
pride. WVe are at fia pains to appear pacifie
tawards tie offender; our remonstrance is a
threat; and the nation, whicb would give saLis-
fiction ta an cnquiry, ivill give no ather an-
sicr ta a menace titan a menace in return. At
Icng:hl ive beg-in ta i-lit, nat because ive rr aggrier-
cri, but bucause we are ang-ry. One example ny
boeoffered :-'l 1782," says Smollet, "a smalliati-
ishi vessel committedsonie violence in Nootka Sotind
under the pretence that die country bclonged to
Spain. Titis appears ta have been Uic principal
groindoa fofcnce; sudwîith this bath the goveril-
ment aud the people iverc very angry. The irritabul-
ity enîd iiaughtiness whichi tlîey manifestcd ivere un-
accountaLble tu tire Spaniards; and tire pcremptary
toue wss inîputed by Spain, not ta feelings ofofFcnd-
cd digniu.y sud vioiated justice, but ta somte lurking
cnmity, and same secret designs whiclh we did naL
choose toasvow." Il tire toue lad been less peremp-
tory and more rationai, no sucli suspicion would bave
been excited, and the hostility iviiici was couse-
quent upon tire suspicion, wvould af course, have
licen avoidcd. Ilappily, te Englisi iwcrc not so
passionatc, but Ltai befare thicy praceeded ta fighit,
thecy ilegotiated, snd settled tie affitir amlicablv.-
Tire preparatiotis, iîawever, far titis faoliah ivar çost
.C3,133,0001 Sa %wchl, indced, is national iritability
knawn tu bce an efficient cauise af %var, that thev wvho
fram any motive ivishi ta pramnote i4, endeavour to
rouse the teniper of a people by stimtîiatisig their
passions-just as tire boys lit aur strecis stimulato
tivo dogs ta fight. These pcer~ons talk ai the insulte,
or tire cncroachnients, or tice contempt af tire destincd
enemy, with evcry artifice of aggravation; iliey tell
us af farcignerswiho w.sntto trampie upon aur rigbits,
af rivais ivio ridicule aur pawcer. of focs wvho wvill
crusii, and af tyrans ivho wili cnslave us. Tltey
pursue their ab;ject certainiy by cfliçarious Ineans .
they desire a ivsr, and therefare irritate aur pas-
sions; and -whcn men are angry. thcy are ensily lier-
suaded ta figlit. That this cause af war is rnorilly
bad, that petulance and irritability arc whoily in-
compatible wtith Chiristianity, is too clear tu necd
proaf.

BU NoT DIVERnvnu froin Tour duty by any 1dio
rcfiections tire silly ivorld msy mako upun yuu-for
thteir censures are flot iii your poiver, and canse-
quenly sliould flot lia any part of your concer.-


