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Lt were well, in considering snch a
passage as this, to get a clear cancep
tion of what is inteîaded ta be gained by
its st.ndy. IIGod's Promises ta David
is the titie of the lesson in the calendars.
Is it intended to show that the promises
were as inutable as the allegiance of
the chosen people? l'he promise is
very definite and any possible ru.serva-
tioni is provided for in the 14 til and 15 th
verses. IlIf lie comm-it iniquity, 1 will

t chiasten hlmi with the rod of' men, and
'vith the stripes of the children of men,
lant nmy mercy shall not depart away
franai ina, as 1 took it fraru Saul, wliham
1 put away betore t4ee." As the house

OtDavid and his kingdomi %vere not
estalishied forever, jeruisaleni heing
hield hy the 13abylonians 11 >537 B3. C.,
il is safer to conclude that *Nathan the
prophet made a mistake on tlis occa-
anoi, than to suppose that Gad laad

an tai o 1 wilîh it. This view is
supposed by soine ta be subversive of
religion and the Bible and sacred things
geueérally. 1)avid's throne wvas miost
clecidedly a temporal one, and bis
kiiigdoni of thais wvorld. Ta say that it
'vas spiritual and perpetuated in the
sovereignty of Hin- w~hose "lkingdam
is îîot of this %world," is ta g et a mean-
iingc out of the life of David entirely
different from anything that is warranted
in the historical accaunit of it. If we
accep)t the w~hale narrative, as an
allegory of occult teaching, as is con-
ceivable, ive may, learti somethiug frami
the hioese of cedar that David was ta

build for hinisplf, and froma the mare
gloriaus bouse that his son Solomn
'vas to construct after him. No his-
torical trace lias ever yet becia discov-
ered of the traditional temple, so it is
ilae more prob)able thiat the allegorical
view is the correct ane.

* ~Angust 2. 2 Bainuel ix: 1-3

The fact ibat lu the character of
* 1)avid we have the partrayal of oîae

wvho lived a life utterly uncurbed by,
-%aîi-inlig ouîside bis own desires, is
genieraIly lost sight af in the endeavour
to make it appear thiat one wvho avas

declared by his admirers ta be a mil
after God>s own heart mnust have ail the
virtues and none of the vices of the
race.' David, witli ill his poetry and
w'orship was a deceitful, revengeful,
adulterous and passionate cowboy, who
cauld only to-day, outside Arabia, be
ilatched an the prairies of the wvest.
H-e had al[ the rough generosity and
the courage of his class, but wve cannot
overlook the eleventh chapter of Il.
Samuel, a narrative of the most con-
temiptible meanness ta a loyal friend;
'ior that death-bed scene recorded in
I. Kings il : .îo, w'here his former
pardon of anc w~ho hiad offended himi
recurred ta Iimii as a temiporary weak-
ness whicli lie could liot leave in its
humanity, sa that lie charged his son,
as lie %vas a %vise inan, ta carry out the
ruffianismi of 1:is heart. Eighi years
before Shîmiiei hiad called hini a mail af
blood, a mil of BIelial, w~hich Nvas littie
less than the truth, and, in assurance
of the reputation, hie tald Solomon with
his dying l)reath, IlThou knowest wvha
thon oughtest ta do unto hlmi, and thon
shait bring his hoary head down ta Sheol
ivith blood." WVe may be excused if
%we fail iii enthusiasnî over the present
benefactian. The last descendant af
Saul, of whose throne aud propcrty and
wives even (11. Samuel xii:- 7-8) David
had passessed himseif, crippted in
baoth feet, the son of his own basani-
friend Jonathan, seenis ta have been
rather astonished at receiving froua King
D)avid enoughi ta, live upon.

Angust 0. 2 8amue1x. 8-19.

M%,ilton said of the tribal wars of the
early Saxon period iu England that they
were but quarrels of "lkites azid crowvs,"
anid little can be gathered froua II David's
Victaries " beyond the fact that the spirit
of turbulence and bloodshed was as
prevalent anion- the chosen people and
their ueighbours as in other nations.
David at this time depended on the
generaiship, of Joab, oîae of his miighty
mn of valour, of whorn fiacre were
thirty-seven, as appears in II. bamnuel
xxiii. WVere the previaus and subse-
queut incarnations of David knowni ta
us we could better appreciate the lessan
of such a life as ibis. \Vith the record


