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the progeny înighlt, ho different front the parents, thon thie ehiarac-
ters of the spocies wouId Specdily becoinc chianged, and it w'ould
practieally coase to bo the saine. Againi, it is noes.sary that tuie
reproduction of' species shiould bo pure or unmixod ; for in indis-
crniiiiiate hybridity would soon oblitorate the boundarios of spe-
cies. It is impossible, therefore, to separate tho- idea of species
fromn the power of continuous unchangcd reproduction, withiout
depriving it of its essenitial ehlaractors.

In likec nianner it is obvious that wve must assume n separate
origin for ecd spocies, and thiat we i3eed not assume more thian
ono origin. Practieally, speolos renmain unchiaagedl, and do not
origiate from one anothor; nnd if ail the individuals of n speies
wcre destroyed except one pair, thîs would, under favourable cir-
cumistanees, ho sufficient to restore the spocies in its original
abundance.

Tlie questions which have beon raised as ho the origin of speo*es
by des,,eent withi indefiniite variation, aci as ho the possible eroation of
individuals of the saine species in different places or at différent
timles, are not of n practical character, at least in zooloûgy 1)1oppr,
and lhe whiole burden of proof xnay be thiown on those whio assert
suecb views.

We are thus broughit to the definition of' species, long ago pro-
posed by Cuvier and De Candolle, and nîay practically imite in
one species alI those inidividuals whielh so resem-lble eaclh othoer that
we may reasonably infer that thcy hlave doscendod froin a eomnon
ztncostiry. Ail our practical tests for the determination of specios
resolve thienîsolvces into this general consideration. The oiily
miodification oî this stateniont on which eve-i a Darwinian can
insist. is. that a sufficient time and great geological changes beîiig
gýiven, one species îniay possibly split into two or more ;and sinice
thîis is an unprovod hiypothiesis, we muay practically n)egleet it,
except as a warning to ho very sure that we do not soparate, as
distinct species any forros wichl may ho mnerely varieties of a
single species, an error excecdingly prevalent, and which vitiates
flot a little of our reasoning on such subjeets.

Thie origin of the first individuals of' a species niay ho, and
probably is, a. problem not within the province of aturali history.
In the case of vital force it is the saine ns in huec case of gravita-
tion and other forces. We caîî observe its oporation and ascer-
tin the laws of its action, but of' the force itself we kowntig

It is to us merely an Pxpression of the power and will of thc


