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of aphides that might he mentioned are ichnenwmons,
some kinds of dragon-flivs, wasps, cte.

Artiticial remedies,— 1. Dusting the affected leaves
with sulphur. 2, Walering the under side of the
leaves (which may be done with a large syringe, or
garden engine), with 2 mixture of strong soap-suds,
salt, and salipetre, so that a brine is made about half
as strong as common heef pickle, to which is added
one pound of copperas to every live gallons of liquid.
3. A gimilar application of u strong decoction of
tobacco, one pound being boiled in a gallon of water,
—the stems and other refuse parts can be cheaply
procured at the tobacco factories, and answer the
purpose guite as well as that to be purchased in
the shops.

Fm-Tree Caterrinuans,—E. R. M., of Ialloway,
County of Hastings. whose communication respecting
some caterpillars on the balsam fir we published,
together with vemarks of our own, in our issue of
Aug. 1st, has vecently sent us some of the cocoons
that he found about the trees. They are about o
quarter of an inch long, oval in form, and composed
of silk so strongly glued together as to form 2 tough
brown envelope.  They are undoubtedly the pupx of
a saw-fly, and probably of a Lophyrus, as we con-
jectured. One or two have hatched out, and doubtless
belonged to o former brood, while a few of the others
have a small round hole in them made by a parasite,
the destroyer of the original inlabitant. Whea the
fly comes out, which it may not do now till next
sear, we shail be able to determine its species.

ArrLE-TREE CaTERPILLARS—Tue Farrn WEes-Wony.
~—The above correspondent bas alsv sent us for iden-
tification several caterpillars which, he states, < are
now operating upon the leaves of apple-trees. They
appear upon i few trees in this vicinity in colonies,
which buaild a web-tent about the scene of their
operations ; within thistent single threads are eox-
tended in every direction. forming narrow-gauge
roads for its occupants. They consume the softer
portionsof the leaves, leaving only anetwork of veius,
and destroy all that cowes within their fatal net.
Orchardists would do well to look for them, and cut off
theirnestsand burn themupon theirfirsstappearance.™
These caterpillars are what arc commonly known
in the neighboring States as the fall web-worm
(Ilyphantria textor, Harris) 3 they have not, that we
are aware, been before recorded as occuring in this
country, mt this year we bave found them in our
own garden, more than «w huadred wiles to the west
of our corr¢spondent. The caterpillars vary in their
general color from black to blue and greenish 5 they
have a hroad blackish stripe on the back, in which,
when nearly full grown. o blue line appears. On
cach segment (except the two at cach extrenity,
which have fewer), there are twelve little warts, from
which thin bundles of whitish hairs procecd, viz.,
foar rust yellow or orange on each side, two
black onesin a lino with them on the back, and a
little in front and between these two smaller ones,
alo black at first, bLecoming rust yellow when
the worm is older.  The head, and  the sixteen feet,
are black. They spin Iarge webs, and live in com-
manitics, as our correspondenthas described. When

fall grown, they disperse, and spin their cocoons in
ctevices of the hark amd other shettered places. The
moth appears carly in the following swnmer, and is
of 2 milk-white color. without any spots or other
markings on the wings. The best remedy is to go
ronnd the trees and destray tho webs as soon as they
sppear.  We should mention that they infest cherry
wwell agapple-drees.  E.R.M. also inguirves, * what
insect ents o apple leaves in lo, as he frequently
finds shoots entirely denuded of their leaves, having
only shiort bits of leafstatks tozhow where leaves
oace were.”  This ig, probably, a ¢ cut-worm,’ some-
what similar to that which cuts off young cabbages
aad other plants. Tho only way to discover the
depredator is to visit the affected trees witha lantern
at various houss of tho night, and just at daybreak
in tho morning. ‘There aro many night-feeding cater-
pitlars which retire to theic hiding places when the
catly birds ate about to risc and look for them.-

Canivliony Aatural Distory,

Native Birds.

To the Elitor of Trur Cavavy Farvrn:

Smt,—You have doubtless scen n work entitled
“The Sportsman and Naturalist in Canada,” by
Mujor W. Ross King, published by ITurst and Blackett,
London, and concerning which I have a few obser-
vations to offer. As to the getting up of' the work,
nothing is 1eft to be desived.  The type is clear and
excellent, the colored engravings good, though per-
haps a Yittle foo highly tinted, the wood cuts first-rate,
and the binding handsome and strong. In short, it
would ornament any drawing-room table, and at-
tract general notice. It is not my intention to criti-
cisc the whole of the work, which, indeed, Iam not
competent to do, even were I soinclined; and Lam
willing to make the general admission that the arti-
¢les on mammaliaand fishes are, I believe, allowed (o
be reliable and graphic.  What Iwish to direct your
atlention o, is the article on ¢ Birds” (Chap. v). At
the very outset Major King makes a blunder ; he
says :~—* Though one might not unnaturally imagine
that birds of every kind would enliven the vast tracts
of wood clothing the face of the country, the Can-
adian forest slumbers in everlasting, and almost op-
pressive silence””  Surely Major King can never
bave been in the woods during tho months of April
and May, for the air is then filled with melody, prin-
cipally caused by the Warblers, of whom there are
above forty species. The only possible way in which
we can account for the ¢ oppressive silence,” is by
supposing the major to be stonedeaf.  Again he says,
alluding to the Scarlet Tanager, Baltimere Oriole,
cfc.: “In strange contrast with these bright and
novel plumages appear (in Canada) the homely
Chaffinch, Jay and Yellow Hammer, and many other
home friends.” If Major King be deaf, at any rate
he is not blind, Lut on the contrary must possess o re-
markably sharp pair of eyes, to have seen the Chaf-
finch and Yellow HMammer in our Canadian woods.
Though my vision, thank God, is very good, I have
not been so fortunate. As to the Jay, the Canadian
species is distinet from the English bird, aund the
+ many other home friends™ are certainly not fricnds
of minc out here, for I have not had the pleasure of
meeting them. A little furiber on the Major writes:
“1t may not be vut of place to mention the curious
fact, that notwithstanding the presence of so many of
our common birds in Canada, the nbiquitous Sparrow
is upknown there.” This i, no doubt, true; and in
fact scarcely any of our British birds are found in
Canada, the exceptions being the common Buzzard,
the Jenny Wren, the Creeper, the Waxwing, (only an
occasional visitant to Eogland,) the Raven, the
lesser Redpole, and perhaps one or two others.
Several of our rare British birds are found here, such
as the Lapland Bunting, the Cross-bill, theShore-lark,
the Mealy Redpole, the Pine Grosbeak, cte., Imtnone
of the common once with the above exceptions, und
perhaps one or two wore. And even out of the
above brief list two are not common, viz.: the
Raven, and the DBohemian Waxwing. The writer is
again at sea when he says (page 113) that ** the yel-
low-winged Woodpecker is the largest of the family.
e ivory-billed, black Woodpecker (Picus Dilcalus)

certainly carrying off the palm in point of size.  What
species lic means o particulatize when he speaks of
«the black and white Woodpecker,” (since scveral
have that colonr), and *the grey ‘Woodpecker,™
passes my comprehension. The cpithets aro far too
vague. Do _you not thiuk, sir, that these errors dis-
figure the whole work? When one paysaguincea for
a hook, onc has a right to expect common accuracy
as to facts.  Without tho slightest wish to disparage
Major King's valuable addition to our librarics, I
think this *“ exposé*? only duo to the public, and X
make it to obviate the disscmination of false ideas

on the subject. R
- . SCRUTATOR.
Toronto, Ang. 1307,

Lyxx Sgor.—On Wednesday, Aug. 7th, a largo
Iyux was shot three miles above Weston, by Mr. J. R.
Evans. It was in a bush alongside the road ; and, it
need havdly be added, was the only one of its kind
which hag made its appearance in that section for
years. It measured three feet long.

This is the second instanes recorded during the
present year, of the lynx being foud in the settled
distrets,

How Ravmrs Merrieny.—The following extract
from the Melbourne Argus aflords a notable example
of the way in which the rabbit increases and multi-
plies on o favourable soil :—< Eight years ago four-
teen rabbits were turned ont on Mr. Austin’s estato
of Barwon Park. The number of their progony shot
last year on his estate was 11,253 ; and in spite of
this destruction, and what goes on outside the estate,
they have swarmed over the neighbouring country,
and have been found at considerable distances
around.™

The Apiary.

How to Italianize an Apiary.

As many bee-Eeepers are purchasing Italian queens,
it will not be amiss to consider the hest method of
Italianizing an apiary and keeping the stock pure.
Particular attention should be paid to the stock into
which the Italian queen has been successfully in-
froduced. Care shonld be taken that it has plenty
of honey and bees, and that it is wintered in a proper
place, where it will neither be too warm nor too cold.
It should be placed in some sitnation whick is
dark, dry and cool ; for, i too warm, the bees will
Lecome much excited, and keep up a continual roar-
ing ; many of the bees will die. and your stock come
out weak in the spring ; the same results will also
follow from being too cold ; whereas it is desirable,
in fact, almost necessary, that it should come out
sirong. As soon us spring opens it should be fed a
little cvery day,’to excite breeding. It should also
bo placed in a situation where it can have plenty of
sun and be sheltered from the north and west winds,
which will, with the feeding, promoto the early pro-
duction of drones, and long hefore drones appear in
your black stocks you will have plenty in your
Ifalian stock. As soon as the drones appear, the
Italian stock may be divided by removing the Italian
queen with one card of comb from the stock, and
putting them into o new hive, which set in the placo
of the old stock, putting the old stock on a new stand.
The bees in the old stock will at once start several
queen ¢olls 3 on the tenth day after dividing all tho
cells may be cut out, except one, and given to black
stocks, first catching and destroying the quecns. Tho
black stocks will, in almost every case, receive the
queen cell. and an Italian queen will be doveloped ;
there being no drones but Italian, the queen will matoe
with them and be pure.  Ifthere should not be queen
cells enongh to give to all thestocks, the queen may,
assoon as the new stock hasg become sufliciently
strong. be removed to some other stock, and allow
the stock from which she is taken to start another lot
of cellz. By watehing black stocks in which drones
are breeding, as soon as they are capped over tho
cells may be shaved off with a sharp knife, whick
will destroy the larvee, and the hees will drag them
out ; by so doing, black drones may be prevented
from maturing toany great extent : while care should
be taken to increa- the breeding of Italian drones
by placing drone combs near the centre of tho hive
in which the Italian queen is breeding. It will also
be remembered that a pure queen that has mated
with a common drone will produce just as pure drones
as if she had mated with an Italian drone, thoughher
working progeny may be half-breeds. She will,
therefore, be just a8 valuable to stock an apisry with
drones a8 if she were pure,;



