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same time injure tho laying powers reduce the size of the
cggs laid, and the progeny would be ubcertain sitters, and
not such as wo should care to cotrust valusble cggs to. In
order, therefore, to obtain the bencfits from crossing, it must
be done in a proper manner, and the charactcristios and qua-
lities of the fowls mated must be so blended as to best scoure
the object in view, or the result is cortain to be a great dis-
appointment,

From what I have here stated, it will be seen that one of
the firet things to do is to ascertain the charaoteristics of the
fowls whioh it is proposed to use, both as a breed and as
individuals, Io all the pure breeds there are leading points
that we ocan look for, and which are to be found in all the
varieties specially noted either aslayers or as tuble fowls. For
instavce, all the very best layers are noticcuble as hiving
large combs—that is large for the size of the fowls thoms. tves.
Leghorns, Minorcas, Andalusians aad Spanish have largce
single combs, Hamburgs and Redeaps large rose ¢ mbs,
and Houdans large lcaf combs, in every case this buing o
very prominent feature. I do not say that the comb is the
invariable sign of good laying qualities, for Dorkings have
large combs, and sometimes Cochins also, though in both
these cases the comb is not nearly so large im proportion to
the size of the fowls as in those cases just mentioned. With
these cxceptions, it will be found that the size of the comb is
o pretty sure indication of the laying qualities of tho birds,
and ip looking out for good layers, this will be found a pretty
safe guide, when in conjunction with a rather small body.

On the other band, the qualitics which indicate the best
table fowls are to bo looked for in the body rather than in the
head, though, as I have already mentioned, in France a small
neat comb is regarded as the sine gqua non of o good table-
fowl. Dorkings, Créves and Game, which stand in the fore
front in this section, have thick set bodies, howing the great
est depth from the breast to the buck, and bave flesh upon
the bodies rather than upon the thighs. Game fowls are
not bred long on the leg for show purposes, but for producing
tuble-fowls, I prefer them shortish in this respeet, and both
Dorkings and the best varicties of the French brecds are, or
should be, of this stamp. Birds with a lot of ficsh on the
thighs are not well furnished in that respect on the breast,
and as the quality of the mecat on the former is decidedly infe.
rior to that on the latter, such fowls are by no meansso good
for table purposes. Hence it is that the Asiatic varicties,
i, e, Brahmas, Cochins, & . are not in Burope regarded as
first-class on the table. What is kuown as depth of keel
should always, thercefore, be loocked for im selecting birds
intended for table purposes. All round fowls are those which,
while not exeellingin aoy one quality, are yet good in all,
These are very good indeed, where it is found that a fowl
which is at once a fairly geod layer, and yet a passable tuble
fowl, paysbest.  Of course, in such a case as this the profit
will not arise from the one quality, but from the combination.
It is uccessary in erossing, therefore, to remember that. What
is wanted is to have sympathetic breeds put together ; that s,
breeds which will reproduce 1heir guod qualities in an even
stronger form in their progeny. Unless eare is tuken to
sccure this the crossing will only result in greater hardiness
of the fowls, but will not in any wuy ndd to the profits of the
owner. This hardiness may be at the expense of some intrin-
sic merit, and thus be purchased too dearly. I do not say
that if « mao has a good table fowl which he wishes to m ke
a better luyer without losing the good table quality, he cauoot
succced. But unless he cxzercises very great care in the se-
leotion, he will injure the latter. As a rule, we may take it
z;s c;:rtain that a really first-clags luyer cannot be a good table
owl

StepHEN BBALE. H—, England.

AltLough tobacco has hardly becn a profituble erop for the
p st year, about the usual area has becen flanted, chitfly be-
cauoe it is difficult to get out of a long continued: routine,
and beoause no other *“money crop " onn bo so easily raised
by the gruwers. The outlook is reported fair, though it is
much too carly yut to spenk definitely. Hops have beon o
very unprofitsble e1op the past year. Whale 1t costs from 13
ocnts to 144 cents a pound to raise and handle them, they
have been selling for all the way from four and one-half to
12 gents, There has been some decrease in acreage, chicfly
by the p'owiog up of old yards and the dropping out of thoso
who were not regular growers, but who were induced to
coter the busivess by the high prioes that ruled a few years
ago. Until a few duys ago reports from all the hop-growing
scotions were exceedingly favorable, aud a continuance of
over-production and low prices seemed inevitable; but for
a fuw days complaints have been coming from Otsego County
and the adjuining hop growing parts of this State to the «ffeot
that the yards were in danger of destruction from inscet
pests and * honeydew "' on the vianes. (1)

On rerring to the Journal of the Royal Agricultural
Socicty of 1876, I find the following in Dr. Voelcker's are
ticle on value of manuro from food :

“ Mr, Lawes’ cstimate of the manure value of different
kinds of feeding stuffs however are based on carefully as.
certaioed fuots, and so far bave a permoncat value; but in
their application in practice it appears to me that we should
be nearcr the wark f we deduot from 30 to 40 per cent. from
the estimated moniy value which is given in the table.” Heo
says further on: ¢ Mr. Lawes is fully alive to the faot that
it is not possible to recover in practise the full estimated ma-
nure value of purchased foods, for in his valuable paper on
the valuation of unexhausted manure, Vol. XI. of this
journal, he says: *¢If purchased food be consumed wnha
oot orop by the outgoing tenant, and he takes no crop grown
by the manure produced, he should he atlowed 17s. for every
20s. of the original manure value of the food if it had been
consumed on the land.2) or 16s. if consumed in yards, Mr.
Lawcs thus makes a deduction of 20 per cent. from the oul-
culated manure value of the purchased food, while I am in-
clined to allow the larger deduction of from 30 to 40 per cent.
if the food be made ioto bu'ky farm yard manure. If the
food be consumed by sheep with a root crop,Mr. Luwes' esti-
mated manure valuc of linseed and similar nitrogenous ar-
ticles of food, with a deduction of 20 per cent., I belicve
gives a fair and corrcet cstimate of the praotical manure
value of oil-cake and similarly constituted foods.”

Frem these quotations we may assame that the lute Dr.
Voelclker considered that when cuke was fed on the land the
deduction should be 20 per cent. of its caloulated manure
value, and when fed in yards the d.duction should be 30 to
40 per cent. While therefore it is cvident that the late Dr.
Voelcker’s authority cannot be quoted as sanctioning a gene-
ral dcduction of 40 per cent. from the calculated manure
value of a cattle food, it should be puinted out in justice to
Mr. Punchard that at the time Dr. Voelcker wrote, ten years
ago, his valuations would have becn confined to the cake con-
sumed in the last year or two of the tcnancy, and it docs not
appear probable that any material change would be made in
Mr. Punchard’s cstimates if they had been calculated upon
our more recent tubles, which extend the comyensation aver
cight ycars.

(1) Hops, to pay should avernge 15 cents a pound one year with
anotber. Tremendous crop in England this year. AR JPF

12) i. e. by sheep, or by cattle in the pastures.



