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As root-growers know, if there is any dominant fertilising have becu weakcned by ovcropping or vant of proper atten-
elenient for root crops, it is superphlus * i. ' lime, and the tion, 1 dent for a dozen of bis bcst plants. AIter tlrec ycars
next one is sait. 'lie large quantity >f soda in the asli x of special cure I eau sec ri, inprovcmcnt over the old stock
plains one, but the other lias never been explained satisfacto tîat 1 so long 8trugglcd with and îhey oerîainiy stand to.day
rily. Nitrogen is not considered as indispensable, but yet one witl nie wcll at the foo of a long libt of Bubackq, Haver-
pound of nitrate of soda lias usually incrcased the crop one lands, Warhiclds, Giudys. Jessied, and Eurck id, as wohl as the
bhushel of roots. The benefit of lime is especially noticeable, older and better known (reseents, Dewniugs, Windsors, Cun-
and this is no doubt bceause it supplies the need for the lime, berlauds, etc., etc., c. It bcoomcs a queFtion then of very
and also maukes potash in the soif available. As one principle grave iwI,.atancc how these favorite and profitable varieties
in the culture of roots is that it should be a fertilized crop, arè te be rctained in the fulness of Uîeir vigor. There is, 1
and that liberality is profitable, its supposed exhaustive cha- believe, fortunately a nethod which ii not oniy accompiish
racter is not worth considering. On the other hand, it is a this, but will ai give us larger crops, whi!c it at the dame
feeding crop essentially, rnd is thus one of the most desirable time simplifies the general plan of oultivaticg, and that is,
enes, and at the saine time the cean and tlorough eulture i; neyer te take plants frent those vvhieh have ut any time borne
another direct benefit to the land. The v.due for feeding is fruit. Wlethcr the single hilI, or narrow row or matted bcd
something more to be considered. The roots are entirely stem is ibllowed, fruit is wlat wc arc after and not suckers,
digestible, and, as is well known, this entire digestibility and and tbe plan wbîch 1 have found te give the nost satisfaotory
the laxative effects on the digestive organs go to induce the resuits, whethcr with plants fer sale or for one's ewn use, is
greaier digestibility of' the other food and maintain a condi- te select in the spring thc stroa-ebt young plants and to set
tion of healthfulne.ss. This is especially the case in regard to tlicm eut un weli manurcd sou with a gond bail of carth ad-
sheep, which cannot be kept in wholly satisfactory health and liering to tînir roots in rows four fèut apart and the plants
protit without roots In the dairy, too, they are exceedingly ibur feet apart in the rows. None of these should be allowcd
usetul. and where th<y are supplied to swine the fatal choiera to blossom abd ne suekers allowed to start before the plants
.;i never dreaded. have made a vîgereus root growtl for tbcmseh es ; say by the

But let me reiterate, it is the prospective sugar supply first ofJuly. Aficr this the runers arc couragcd te strike
which impels me to urge the culture of roots on the fatmers ; eut like spokes from a wheel til they meet cvery way, wbcn
for there will never be an opening for this manufacture until auy further sueriug is cleckcd, partioularly frein the forks
we become skilful root-rowers. And there are millions- oI'the runners. As wintcr cores on, a top dressing ef fine,
a hundred every ycar of theni-in the sugar industry, and retten manure will aet as a prteetieu and eau be raked in
nost of this money wMl go to swel direcily or indirectiy the amougd the plants, giviug them a good start before trans-
shrunk pockets of the ftrmners. plantiug ture in spriug. The ncxt year strong plants arc

I admit ail the force (f evidence in favor of ensilage, but again schcoted and treatcd as bcfore and in tîis wa thc straw-
ve cannot make sugar of it. H. STEWART. bcrry fruiting beds and tin strawbcrry plant bcds arc kept

cntircly distinct. By Ioilowing this plan the ex&raordinary
-- vigeor eof such a varicuy as the Crescent eau be net only

CULTURE OF STRAWBERRY PLANTS. inereaFed, but prelengcd l'or mauy ycare, and wlnn il is known
that ibis varicîy has in eue ycar produced frein a single dozen

To THE E DITOR OF THE Flil11y 110'il1 AND l eI.Iy plants as many as 10,000, it eau be rcadily accu t.at it stands
l man's anxiety lterally to gather the fruits of his labors in danger cf breaking devn from overwork if the saine plants

he is, figuratively speaking, apt as of old " to kill tne goose arcaîled upon te produce bath fruit and runners at oue and
that lays the golden egg," and, as with other good things, so tie saine tine. At pr*sent it stili leads as a goed ail-round
also with the strawberry plant. Being the result of artificial, berry, and ny ewn expericuce is enly thn saine as nist
or at least forced cultivation, the diffirent varieties of straw- others, that the Oreseent, where --jet and profit are the main
berries are in a way liable to the saine decline that ve se fre- peiu.s, stands wcll at the heud of the list, and vhcu fcrtilised
quently sec in favorite sorts of potatoes and tomatoes whose with the Downing makes fer a ucar market JI have shippcd
lives of usefulness seldon exceed an average of' fiftcen years. thein 300 miles witbout auy troublei probably the best -enerai
In strawbernics the tenmuo of vigor is happily somewlspct onger. purpase reI c ef any yet brouglot eut.l

The Hovey originated as far back as 1830, was roiîedcDy
the Wilson in about 1855, and the Ciescent came into notice
some ten years or so later. These thrce varieties have pro-
bably done more towards bringing the strawberry industry
up to its present state of importance than ail the other varie-
tics put together. The Hlovey has long since been superan-
nuated and the W*îson is f.ist followng its rival predecessor.
Efforts are being wade to restore it to iti original vigor or
at least to restore its lost reputation in the minds of the pu-
blie , aïLd we now hear of ' pedigree plants which I fancy
hîke other families in the animal kingdom may have little but
the reputation of their pcdi-.tes to lean upon. In 1890 the
Editor of the A muî i mmm aied a wrote to a number of the
best known strawberry growtrs in the United States asking
their opinions concerning the Wilson, the resuit being that
oen gave it as their opinions that the Wilson was filng and
that other varieties were more profitable, and only one, Mr.
F. M. Smith, of Green Bay, Wisconsin, wrote that it btill
was the most desirable berry with him. Knowing the extreme
care whioh Mr. Smith had always taken in the cultivation of
bis plants and suppotiug that I had a strain which might
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Is the Shorthorn the Generai Purpose Cow ?

BY JAS TOLTON WA.LKERTON, ONT.

lu whichn breed, or in the crosses of what breeds, can the
general co'w be found ? is a question that bas been many
time-s azked, but so fan as I know bas not been definitely
aoswecred. Neither do I suppose will it be settled for ail
time by this paper. The cow that is bred for special purposea,
buch as for bcrf, cither by stall feedng or grazing, or for
dairy purposes, has and always will have its admirers ; but
after aIl, what the gencral or average farmer wants is a cow
that lias, to as large extent as possible, aIl these qualities
combined.

Before endeavoring to answer the question, it mighit be
proper to try to define briefly what would constitute the ge-
neral pui pose cow. Would it not, to as large a degree as p-s-
edble, be the cow that when judiciously mated, the produce,
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