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in their circumstanges require a corresponding variety in addressing then
upon all sujects ; though the things spokn i be substantially the samè,
and the design of the speaker precisely the samne. Now inf writidg as
well as speakipg, the same persons vary ,their communications, ac.
cording to the times, places, and circumstanées in which they speak or,
write. For example,ihough Paul pr6claimed the sane gospel at al timied
and in ail places, ho does not always exhibit it in the saine voids, nor
accompanied with the sane evidences, argumente, or icasons. Thug
in publishing the same gospel to theLycaoniads, the Athenihns, thè An-
tiochans, the Corinthians, ha is governed by ail the jireudicesï views,
feelings, and circunistances of bis auditors; and adapts the style,, the
facts, arguments, and evidences, te the capacities, viev', and circum.
stances of hie hearers. While he publishes the sane glad tidings to
then all, lie varies in many respects upon aIl these occasions. This
was absolhtely nçcessary to bis success, and isa most irrefragable groof
of the sincerity and honesty of the.man, and greatly adds te the credi-
bility of bis testimony. Now for the samerensons that Paul differsfron
hiinself, or varies in bis way of speaking the gospel in different places,
he would have observed the sane varieties in writing th the sane people.
For he never spoke at ran4om in publishing theglad tidings, hnd. what
ho spoke, was as deliberate as what he wrote. For the sane reasons,
thorefore, had any one of the writers of these four histories written them
ail to the different persons, at the different times and in the differeiit
places where they were at first published, there is everyreason to oelieve
that-they would have been as different from eaeh other as they are ;
and making.a rasonable allowance for the peculiarities of eaich writer,
that they, would have been the -saie as they now are. Many reasons
could be offered for^this opinion, buf we shall only subrit one proof or
argument in favour of it, which is indeed done when one single fact is
stated-viz. Luke, in his Acte of the Apostles, three times gives an
account of Paul's conversion and special cal to the-apostleship, and1hese
three differ as much fromeach other as Mattbew, Mark, and John.differ
in their narratives concerning Jesus of Nazareth. But there is jUst the
sane reason and necessity for, and the sane propriety id, the varieties
which are found in these four histories,.as there was for Paùl ta speak
the same.gospel in a different wayi with different argumenië, facts, and
evidences, u the different places in which ha publisbed it. Suppose
Matthew Levi to have written a narrative for the Jews in Judea, one for
the conviction of the people at Rene, one for the Jews and Grèeks in
Greece, and one for the Asiatics in general, at different periods withiâ
the lapse ofUrom 20 to 30 years ; wouldit net have been as fitting for
hIim to have. beep as ýdiverse in bis statements, as Paul was in hie
preachings fn Dainascus, Lycaonia,eAthens, und Rome ?

It was, for.example, of indispensableimportance that'Matthew Levi,
when writingfor theJeüs in Judea, ai-the time u which he wrote, hould
trace-the lineage of Jesus of Nazareth upJo,Da'd. and Abrahani; bIt
of ne consequenceto -ile people of Rome',for whom Johti UMrk wvroe,
thauthèshould do itat the time he published bis lsimdny. This, an&
ether differences betveen Matthew and 1ar1k and ha othersil precisély
analogous to that between Paul in Damscus and Paul iri Athens, Jeii


