':";MONTREA'IJ;' JULY.61900.

20 Cts. Per. Au. Post-Patd,

overed them ‘with.a funeral pall the
orlduexpected _great discoveries.

~ been buried and their places forgotten
‘Dust - fell. upon dust,

. pOrous.

to cover up the ruined objects which man
neglects. - Professor Lancrani one ‘of. the
most respected | archaeologists of- the ‘day,
says_that, if no ettort were made to remove
it,’ ordinary - -dust would cover: the .Roman
Forum each Jyear .to. the extent of four
fnches. Hence, it ig easy to. see how" large‘
ob,ects ruined temples, statuary, and- even
tall plllars have, in the course of centuries,
So
it was in Pompeii
layer- over layer, and the fresh green grass
sprang up to hide and shroud the’ 'burial-
place of the unfortunate city.’ .

After the loads of earth are carried away
by means of a couple of cars drawn on a
single track, the “workmen come to a layer
of pumice stone; “which is very hght and
-~ Bvery ‘schoolgir]  knows ‘that
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AT POMPEIIL

museum at Naples—no doubt the richest
and. most unique on the. contment of Europe
——contains ‘numberless works of a.rt, ‘which
have’ ‘come to light during the excavations
of past years. . Not.all:of these have come
from “Pompeil ; many of the most exquislte
bronzes were found in that srster city, Her-
culaneum . For.. some reason this latter
.place is. not ghown frequently to visitors,

and a good many of its buildings are under— -
'-ground while ‘above them rise the houses »

of Naples .

About one-half of the town of Pompeii
'has already ‘been - excavated.
exposed position -omn: a: Dplain; and. the fact
that no town has been erected over it,
the removal of)the’ eighteen or twenty feet
a question of, tlme.: : )

Since 1860 .the work - has been conducted

on a systematic -plan ; yet it: 1s~calcu1ated,

‘that by-the’ constant employment. of e‘ghty
men,;, it will take fifty more years to. lay’
bare the entire city The rubbish through
.which- they: dig consists of " four layers.
; That nearest or rather on, the surface is’
. the 'earth; which “Has' accumuiated in.’ these
vears. i :It is. curious “how. nature hastens

Owlng to itg -

pumice stone and ink stams are sworn' ene-
mies, -but probably she .does -not- know,” or
has never thought of the fact that the porous
stone with which she ‘rubs her hands, is of
volcanic origin, and- is the solidified foam
which is formed.by the escaping gas on the
surface of molten lava. In walking through
a quantity of these stones, such as are found

“at Pompeii one has a very peculiar sensa-

tion, almost as if the foot were on a mov-

able pavement. It is also very warm.,
Below the pumice come the ashes . ‘Black

and- heavy-looking they are,. and it was

“these “which dld the -most. damage to’ Pom-

peii-~ Lord Lytton, in his’ “Last Days of

Pompeii, tells. of the. hot . pumice stones

which fell over the city on that awful day,
and of the bhndmg, overpowering shower
of ashes, whlch penetrated into all: .the cor-
ners, stopping up the ways.of escape,-and
filling: the throat-- and lungs of the poor,
gasping "population. There is a- stratum of
fully a foot, I should say, of these ashes in
the accumulations which cover Pompeii. It
is no wonder that the men and women fled
to their cellars. to: escape this choking. dust,
and there lay down and died.

Three vears_ago the workmen dlg thri.u"'h

\

- household work.

nirom wind. or ‘dampness.

.'4_W

the earth and then through the pumice and .
ashes. As they:remqved the.last:layer-of

pumice, they found ‘that "they’ had .uncov-""_

ered one .of the ﬁnest houses’ yet found in
Pompeii. Many of the richest objects
which must have been contained in it when
the family was obliged to flee 2000 years
ago, had’ been already seized by~ robbers
who returnéd to the buried city affer the -
danger was over. But many treasures re- .
mained.  The ' government then resolved
that the house should be left just as it had

" been found, so that visitors need no longer

imagine what Pompeii- had been, but could
see for themselves exactly how statues and
tables had stood The result is wonder—
ful.

From the outer door a - wide ‘passageway
leads to the small ‘atrium, where the pas-
ter of the house transacted busrness and
thence to a very large, rectangular tablm-
um, which was devoted to the family. On
the walls of the various rooms, which open
from a covered corridor _surrounding ; the
court, are exquisite paintings,-whose origm-
al colormg has. been marvellously preserved.
The dmmg-room,‘mth mosaic ﬂoors,,has '
a decoration of large figures, whose grace-
ful draperies were painted by the band of .
a master. ~As a dado, are frescoes repre-
seating cupids accomphshmg all sorts of
.In.one their: charmmg.
laughmg faces- look ‘up from their labor of
planmg and ‘sawing ;. in. another, they are
chiselling “marble’ columns .and statues H
and ’n"stlll another, they are cookin ‘;dm-;,.

ed- over and enclosed to’ prevent any inj

In the kitchen is precisely the same form '
of stove which is to be seen to-day in 1taly, -
with_an opening under it for fuel. - Here

_are the brass cooking vessels, the kettles

and frying pans, which were used on that
last day; and - on the iron tripods” under
which the fire was made are other utensxls _
almost identical in form with those in use
by us at the latter end of the nineteenth
century. . Returning to. the court, where
growing plants flourish just’ as slmilar
plants did so long ago, one sees that leaden
pipes conducted cool water to_this garden,
and that each statuette is supplied with its
cunningly-hidden opening, through .which |
jets of water fell continuously into'the chan-
nels provided for-it. Chained to the wall
near by are two ‘quaint money-chests, ,but
alas ! there is-mo more gold in them; it
'fstolen centuries ago. By means of a
seal found here it was found that.this house -
belonged toa family by the name of Vet‘i H
hence it is known as the Casa dei- Vettl,
Who knows what further treasures the
excavations of the next ﬁfty years in Pom-
peil may give us ? Work is gomg on there
daily. A~ couple of weeks ago ‘the men
unearthed a house whose garden - showed
distinctly the marks of the holes where the
plants had been. ASs lateas ‘yesterday, while
the International Press Congress were
watching- the’ dlggers, they saw brought to
light a very beautiful mural- palnting, -which
is thought to be one of the largest and “fin-
est yet discovered. . A graceful terra-cotta
bust of a woman. was taken- out of its cov-




