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or protection  Hir attacks during the battle were fll-planned :—
Infantry alone inone part ot the ltne, and cavalry alone in an-
othor part, wore sent (o attack tnfantry, cavatey and urtillery
comblned.

Nor wore theae the entlre of Napoleon Buonaparte's military
errorai—At the battle of Marengou, he commlitted the following
great error :—When Melas contracted his sront upon his centre,
Napoleon Buonuaparte, Instead of mmaneuvring in mass u?on hir
adversary’s centre, wenkened his own contre to strongthen his
wings, with the intention ofsyrrovnding the Austrian nrmy. As
soon as Liolay obscrved thir movement, he advanced hils contco
rapidly in mass on the wenkened centre of the Freneh, and dis-

orsing it, divided his victorlous colums Into two parts, and rapid-
¥y wheeling to the right and Jeft, advanced on both tho Frenoh
which, seoing thelr contre 1 fNlight, followed its exnmple  ‘Tho
buttlo was alono saved by the advance of the divislons of Lemoan-.
cler und Deagaix at the eritieal wumont, and Napolcon Buonn-

arte, having bheen joined by the magitives, he farmed the whole

Ao 1wvo closs colums, and rushed jmpetuonaly on the victorious
Austriang before they eould again torm In inass, or assumo any
avatlable attjtude of defence. In hir Russian campnign also he
commniftted a kerles of errors and hiunders which weore at variance
with the great prirciples of military s«clence  His Jnaction after
the battle of Boradino was reprehienirible tn the higheat degree,
mxd may be eanstdered one of the princtple causes of hia discom-

wre.

Rut the crrors which prevailed 1o Napojeon's system of tacties
were not confined to hilmselr; they extended to his genorals
The plan of attacking posts and posltions which might safaoly
Loen turned or passed, and which would have followed the fate of
the day, wag, Instean of making one well-combined simultaneous
effort, put into exocution nt Fuentes d'Onor and Albuera. Had
the troops employed in obtaining pussession of tho first mention-
ed village been called into m‘t“on on that part of the field on
which the fasiller brlfade determined the fortune of the day, the
h;x‘:;“ of the battle of Albuera might have heen otherwisge than It
w.

The lmpolicy of this kystem of modern tuetics (~x£oclully whorg
it i3 not possiblo 10 nrrést the progress of the aftack on the mnin
body of tho army, as was the case at Waterloo, Fuentes d'Onor,
and Albuera, 18 self-evident. You necd not uselessly saorlficy your
men, but you wasto time, snd present your adversary with the
chanoe of availing himselfof the occurenceof some of those freaks
of fortune whiel occur in the cvutrse of battics, and often frustrate
the best und wigeat plans and combinations, To assnlllants, thore.
fore, partinl actlons and the capture of particular points nro not of
0 much {mportance as to him who acts on the defensive. The
defenseé of posts and positions, situated on hls front or flank, s,
1o o weak of digpirfted enemy, of the highest importance. To
him the advantages of walla wnd Larclcades are great , ho is onas
bled 10 rosist the heavy columns of hir adversary with a small
number of his forces, and the loxs of the cnemy must be groat
beafore those gosmons. 17 they be well and obstinately defended
can bo earried.

But for the errors just stated, Napoteon Buvnaparte mado largoe
compensation in hisdeviations from the routtne methods of war-
fare Inbis Invasion of Italy, he notonly devicied from tho es-
tablished rules of tactics, and disregarded the practice of supply-
Ing hisarmy with tho usual matirtel and equipments of war—with
atored, a commisgsariat and a muuu'{ chiest—but ho evon doviated
from all his predecessorsin hiv methnd of tavaston  Instead of
penetrating the country by 50mo of the passes ofthoe Alpine range,
und encountering the difficulties swhich would thereby Liave pre-
sented thomselves to his {H-provided army he made big frruption
t-3 the comparativety level countsy—pancty the narrow pass,
called the Boschetta,

Another induceraent to adopt thisstine ofinvasion was the pro-
habllity of enabling him to 1nterscet und separate the Austrian
and B8ardinlun forces ; as from the point he intended to debouch,
it would be as practicable to march upon Mllan, which the Aus-
trians wero intercsted ta defend, as on ‘Purin. Inthe exccutlon of
these oporations, the Itallan campnign commenced, of which the
%ﬁtﬁ}e of Montenotte was the precursor —General Williams Brittsh

attles.

Military Ktems.

—A lately published return of the strength and composition
of the Austrian ariny on the 1st of January of the present
year shows that on that day there were in 1ts rauvks 229,947
Germau-speaking officers and men, and, classified according to
we language spoken by them, 149,694 Hungarians, 157,865
Czechs and Moravians, 64,916 Poles, 34,453 Croatians, 24,
526 Serbs, 1,011 Bulgarians, 48,483 Wallachians, and 5,846
Italians.  The heterogeneous character of the material which
thus fills the ranks of the Austrian army has always been a
source of weakness,

—It is to be regretted that the * deportment  of officers 18
uot more studicd in the British army as a concomitant of in.
siraction in drill. How strange and varied aro ths atti
tudes of officers * fallen out™ to drill 2 compauny, battery,
or battalion on foot !  Not unfrequently we seo the officer with
his sword held in both hands across his body. why should it
Le deemed less essential to stand ercet and in the posture laid
down in the Ficld Esxercisv, &c., when exercising suprome
command than it is when ip the ranks, or ratheractiog a9
a guide or * captain * How rarely is the saluting of officers
marching past. that most difficult of performances, satisfactorly

got through, and how rarely is fault found! Theso points
need but n little attention un the pnttofmmnmndmgoiﬂcgrs,
but it would appear that custom with some other obstruction
stands in the way. so rarcly do we ree attention paid to the

matter.

—(onsiderable hilarity has recently been excited in Austro-
Hungarian military circles by an incident quaintly illusttatiog
the vigid strictness with which Magyar nun-coplmxsslo.ne(l
officers are wont ta carry out to the very letter the instructions
contained in tho Imperial Royal Military Code. A fow days
azo u private soldier died in the barrack infirmary at Kaschau,
and his body in duc course was consigned to the grave with the
customary military honors. It was observed, however, by
n superior officer present at the ceremony of intorment that
the firiug party following the coflin mnrohed into the cometery
with fixed bayoncts, contrary to the cstablished military usage
in similar cases.  As soon as the burinl rites had been eon-
cluded, he sent for the sergeant commanding the party, dnd
asked him, with some ssperity, ** Whether he did not koow it
was contrary to regulations for a funeral escort to march yith
fixed bayonets?”"  Standing stiffly at the salute, the consci-
entions sergeant replied : ** Yes, sir; I nm yuite aware of that.
But I'beg respectfully to report that the deceased during his
illness and at the time ol his dentb, was under arrest, It'wns
therefore the duty uf his escort to fix bayouets? ~ * Very
well, you may go, wasthe rejonder, and the model disciplin-
arian “retired with the prond consciousness that he had trin-
phantly proved his case.

—Trom returns lately prepared in the German Minishry of
War it appears that the class of recruits of the year 1878, who
were incorporated in the arwy in October last, numbered 295,-
924, being 9,817 men more than were inscribed on the lists of
1877, or some 256,000 more than the ave strength of a
class before the late Franco-German war.  On the revision of
the the lists 33,540 of the men inscribed were declared unfit
for military service; 141,797, or 47 per cent. of the whole
number of names, were directed to be drafted iuto the A
or Navy, and formed tho year's cuntingeut of reerpits, 45,410,
or 16 per cent., were cxcused actual senvive with the coloury
for various reasons, as being the ouly support for families and
s forth ; 26,906, or @ pcr cent. were fuuud to already entered
the servico by voluntary enlistment, or as one year volupteers,
or by laving had their names placed in the maritime insenp-
tion; and 27,955, or 8 per cent., were ‘mt back for ong year,
In addition to the 141,597 men of the class of 1877, who Had
been previously put bad*, were also in Qctober last draited in-
to the ranks, so that the total strength of tho contingtnt of
1879 amounted to 151,620 mcn, and of these 5,327 were al-
lotted to the Navy OF the 295,924 reerwits, 41,067, or 12
per cent., could peither read nor write,, 52,679, or 18 per
cent., could read aml write . 167,352, or Gl per cent., had
received mare advanced clementary instruction ; 947, or 0.32
per cent., had obtained n diplowa in the higher clementary
classes, and 3,386, or 1 14 per cent, had completed thoir col-
lege course. The proportion of those who can neither read,
nor writo has, it may bo added, decreased by 47 per cent. since’
1869, o

—~The reports of the general officers commanding corps and
divisions, and of the ofiicers commanding the artillary, whieh:
took part in tho volunteer reviow at Brighton on KastorMon-
fday, have been issucd. Princo Edward of Saxo-Weima¥, the

enzral commanding the Southern Division, in forwardisg the

eports to to the Duko of Cambridge, states that ho hits-evety-
reason to be satisfied with the mahreer in which the * general
{dea ™ was carried out. Ho notices most favourably the “ex.
traordinary punctuality ” of the whole proceedings, the stesdi.
ness of the volunteers, thoir great improvoment in order 2od
discipline and their deliberation iu firivg. Tho mistakes of
tho ofScers, neticeablo in moving their men in too closo order
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under five, and in the confusson which prevailed when the op-
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