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made for the Funnly Bible. The
district committee at Madras have
been actively and ze.lously engaged
during the present year, both in pro-
moting the general designs of the So-
ciety, and in the superintendance of
the concerns of the Kast India mis

gion. At Bombay, alarge number of
booksand tracts had be-n distribuied,
and almost entirely gratuitously ; but
still the demand for Prayer books was
much beyond the means of supply;
school books were also in great re-
quest ; and tracts for the use of sol

diers and sailors, were more requir-
ed than others  The archdeacon
sugygests the expediency of transla-
ting inte Arabic, Persian, and other
languages of India, some of the Socie-
ty’s religious boois and tracts, and
more especi.lly books for the use of
children in the native schools. Some
plain and short treatise on the evi-
dences of Christianity, bhe thinks,
would be read by sowe of the more
learne¢ natives, and would excite a
spirit of thought and enquiry which
could not fail to be attended with
good effects. This suggestion is now
under the cousideration of the Socie-
ty. ’

From Ceylon, the Rev. G. Bissett
observes : © The very liberal supply
of three hundred Prayer-books will
have a most berveficial eftect in at-
taching the native Christians to onr
Liturgy, which is already in great de-
mand, whether the whole be given
in English, or detached prayers in
Cingalese and English, such as we
have already circulated. By the last
despatdhes from England, the grate-
ful intelligence was received of this
island being subjected to the ecclesi-
astical jurisdiciion of the Bishop of
Calcutta, and of the erection of an
archdeaconry, in the person of the
Hon. and Rev. 0. J. Twistleton.—
This measure will, I conceive, not
only tend to bring the native Chris-
tiaus into the unity of the Church of
England, but also greaily promote
th:e general propagation of Christi-
anity. A wide door is opened in
Ceylon for the introduction of the
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Gospel. If it should be the door
through which the King of Glory
shall enter to establish his bl ssed
dvininion in the East, tbhe respected
members of the Soci-ty will hereaf-
ter r- flect with joy upon their zea-
tous readiness in contributing to, fur-
ther the gracious designs of Provi-
dence.”

In the diocese of Nova Scotia, the
Halifix diocesan cummittee have for-
warded their fourth annual Report.
The following is the statement of
books and tracts since their last ac-
count : 280 Bibles, 284 Tesiaments,
361 Prayer-Books, and 9751 books
and tracts, The Report vondludes
with a very satisfactory account of
the progress of education in the dio-
cese.

The diocesan comamittee at Quebec
have transmitted an account of their
proceedings; {rom which it appears,
that within a very short period from
the institution of the committee, they
have forwarded a list of upwards of
seventy new members of the Society,
and that they were anxious as early
as possible to establ:ish a loc«l depo-
sitory of books. They advert with
much satisfiction to an early object
of the Society, the fixing parochial
libraries throughout the plantations,
especially on the continent of North
America; and observe, that « ir
more than a century ago this was
considired of essential importance,
it is now Dbecome a matter of para-
mount and indispensable obligation.

*In proportion as emigration from the

mother country increases, new settle-
ments are every day advancing into
the wilder and mere uncultivated
parts of the two provinces: and scat~
tered as these people in general are
in small detached parties, and not un-
frequently in single families, they
are of course cut off from every
means of religious instruct’on, ex-
cept such as books can supply. The
inhabitants of a more populous, or a
more civilized country, can scarcely
appreciate the treasure which a per-
son in such circumstances must pos-
sess, in his Bible, his Prayer-book,



