
L'ENSEIGNEMENT PRIMAIRE

he takes his problems, ]et bim after carefully examining the data, undmrtandperfectlY What is required. The most, judjcjous plan is to forni a collectionhimself, witb problemns for Pach Year of the C~ourse. This is the Lest meansof Making sure that bis tcaching will follow a Weil deflned order and beproperlY graded.
In the second place, it is advisablc that the probleins be founded largelyon facts, Weil known and of pratical interest. Facts more curjous thaniuseful, problems worded in an intentionaîîy puzzling manner, data wantingin exartness or truth, should have no place in the teacher's collection; onthe contrary, it should only contain problemrs of wbicb the data are drawnfrom things Weil known and of general use. From tbe very beginnipg thechildren work witb numbers representing tbings and quantities of whichtbe knowledge is useful. Later tbey bave prohlems dealing witb the popu-lation of tbe village, of the parisb, of tbe county, of the Province, of the wboleof Canada. Tbey are asked to calculate the distance between tbe locality,in whicli tbey live, and the neigboring village, the nearest town, the Pro-vincial capital, the Federal capital. Tbey have exercises, the numbers inwhicb represent the lengtbs of tbe principal Canadian rivers, the heigbtaof the higbest motintains, tbe dates of the most remarkable events in ourbistory, Pe., etc. Tbe data of tbe problems sbould be taken principallyfrom the ordinarv circurnstances of life, from every day transactions, fromthe trades, industries, professions of tbe country, from domestie economy,agricultural book-keeping, the cost and proeeeds of cultivating a farm, anorchard, a vegetable garden, keeping poultry, managing a cbeese factory,from the loses caused by intemperance, laziness, luxury, etc., etc. Pro-blenia prepared in tbe manner just stated offer three advantame; tbey ren-der the tensons more lively and interesting; tbey provide the cbild witb afund of usefdl knowlédge; tbey give him the training wbicb will enable bimato solve the real problems of tife.

In general, children sbould not be called upon to work out problemacontaining numbers, o! more tban tbree or at most four figures. Addition@atone may contain larger numbers, but a)t other exercises should be on nuln-bers wbich are not large,' sucb as are most commonly met with in actuallife. This ruie is as applicable to fractions as to wbole numbers.Finally it is an excellent eustomn te ask tbe l'upi's tbemnselves to com-pose problems on a given part of the aritbmetic. Tbere is notbing bettircaleulateJ to make tbema understand and remnember the nature of tbe pro-cees and the manner of reaebing tbe desired resuîts.In connection witb this question of problenis, tbere is another pointwbieb in of considerable importance; it is the manner of solving problems.Immeditely below the written statement of tbe question aIl the numbersto bc retained sbould be placed on a single horizontal lime with an initialletter ifl(liating wbat euhb reprements; below thix first lime, numbers repre-senngtnofthesamekind should be grouped together. With thia arran-
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