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bis hitherto stainless naine, keenly sensitive to the opinion of his
fé!low-înen, the alternative wvas as bitter as death.

Greatly to his aniazenient, Mark Aslin took the sharne of the
diselosure on limiiself. After the opening prayer he rose and an-
nouinccd the loss iii ternis so noble and self-denying, andl full of such
perfect faith in his friend's integrity, that for the tinie all iwere of
the saine opinion. But other speakers of less ecear and generous
iffid followed, and a. vcry (liVided opinion ivas soon v'isible.

Whien Jonathan oflèred to resign bis position of trust ani hon-
our in the chiurch, a vote wvas found to be -in favour of bis resigna-
tion. Lie coiild scarcely have believed it possible. H1e (Iid flot
know that his brothers covce inii, flot of being dishionest, but
of bein(g seif-sufficient; of "cnîanaging" without their aid; ofbin
ccso offieious " in the Sunday-school, prayer-mneetings, and chapel
services thiat their owrn laboursiani gifts werc dwaifed in coin-
pa rison.

P)erli.aps Jonatfian's own beliaviour in the meeting wCas agaiuist
inii. He wvas knowvn to te in embarrassed circumstanccs, yet lie

would enter into 110 explanations; lic would suggest no probable
thief; hie ga--ve no invitations to, examine the rifled desk; lie wotild
flot "italk it over " with everybody w~ho, stoppe(l in, a nd people
feit thiat their lawful curiosity 'vas not respeeted.

MHark's support ivas of littie use. Everybody knew thit lie was
lietrothed to Mary Yeadon ; it wras naturaIlihe sholuld defend bier
brother. Miark's position eomipelled him to, sit tliroughi the pro-
c-ediflgs; but Jonathan and two or three who, elung to, him left
the meeting early in the day. The first effeet of Jonathian's trLI
was not favourable to hini. Hie wvas defiant; irritablv, aluost
stullenly, sulent. Mis fâitl ad received a, severe shock ; hio liai
gone to bis Saviour w'ith sncbi strong crying and trust, and 1h tt
Iiis c.ise in Mis bands, lie thoughit, cc Surely God wviI1 sc.nd an anigel
or work a miracle in m-y faflairs before Hie wvill sec the innocent
eýoidemned."

But GTod ba.d sent no angel, worked no miiracle for humi lie
ivas also sensible that in no eircuiistancé &f bis life had bis
beliaviour been so suspiclous and unconc.il iatory. And lie (MI<
flot ,sei to eaî'e-a-ý kind of deaf-and-dumb stupidity possessed

imii; he ivent home and shut the door 0f his roorn, and feIt as if
life liad suddenly become a simple weighit.

MIary biaif feared Mark might think it prudent to, stay with
soine other friends. She did bima a great injustice; Mark ivas
niever timid in Lime way of duty. Hie refused ail other offers, and
after the meeting came at once to, the bouse full of trouble. But
lie was an anointed "ison of consolation;" and ho left Mfary


