
SELECTIONS. "

tto
s is
*hike
s as
Lces

rery
a in

ets,
fer.
ton
,we
ýest

in
ng,
)se

leara, and inwardiy digest,"-to think it
into clear aud î>recise connections viith, al
provious knowledge-to, reproduce it in the
Icarner's nîind as it exists in the teacher>s
mmid, îuodifled only as the differences of
agres, poviers, and attainments may require;
sucli is thc imiport of truc learning, andsuch
is the real scope and nicaning of the law
ive are disctissiing.

Pzilosq.phy.-Thc expression, IlI know,
but can not tell," so often heard on the lips
of active but superficial students, is unphii-
osophical and dlusive. The>' believe tliat
the>' knowv, but their knowledge is unripe
and imperfect, and can neither serve for
guidance nom open the way to otlier kno'vl-
cdge. What vie can not in some way tell,
ive de niot adequately and fully knowv. A
i)upiI ina>' be deficient in thc powier 0f ex-
pression, and may hience be slowv and inféli-
citous ini speech. But this ver>' dcficiency
argues a corresponding lack iin clcarness of
concepition, and ini ftulliess and conîplete-
ncss of knowvlece. What vie knoi vieil
and familiar>' ve casil>' tell.

Thie effort to reduce our knowvledge to a
clear and comipeteni. stateiienit-to fit it
with proper expression-is the miost direct
and natural 'va>' Io render it thorough and
lîrecise. Tlioughts exist in the mmnd in ail
stages of distilictness, fo i is i
notion, seen like some obiiect ln the nighit,
without any definiteness (,, fomîn or color, to
the perfect idea disti:- in outline and liglht,
like the sanie object seen in the~ full blaze
of the noonda>'. Thie niind lias its twilight
as w~ell as its darkness and daytime. Words
limit, as viel as express, ideas. TÎule tiiouglit
fuilly clothed wvitl1 fitting words is perfect>'
revcaled. 1It stands forth in ful proportions
anîd color, %Vîth ail its lights and shades, its
finer as vieil as its grander featmes exposed
to the sight. Instinctive!> vie struggle to,
express, iin more and more definite and simi-
pie ternis, our full conîceptionîs. It is the
very process of icarning. The final step) in
the acquisition of knowledge is tlîat of re-
ducing our knowlecdge to plain and fit for-
Mîulas of wvords. We thus determiîîe its
exact nieasuire and value, and rnake it ready
for uise. All tlis Uie student accomnplishes
by tie cameful reproduction, in his ow'n
words, of the lesson lie is studying.

The process varies, of course, with the
character of the study. lu some cases, as
in Bible lessons, Lt is desired to retain thie

ver>' words of the book, and the reproduc-
tion must bc perfect in Porn as vieil as ini
substance ; but even here it rnuist be an in-
telligent reproduction, thought out cal-efuly
by the pupil's ovin poviers.

Sorne art anid not a littie patience are
usuali>' required to secure froni the learner
this reproduction of his knowledge. As it
is the essential, so, it is the most difficuit
part of stady ; and the pupil is aiways seck-
ing to, substitute for it somne mere verbal
iernorizing. It is easy to cominÂt to mcm-

ory the words of a book, but to master the
knowledge it contains, and to exhibit this
master>' by a clear restaternent of the ideas,
this taxes ail the seif-activities, even ivhen
roused to, their utniost. Only the teacher
wvho dul>' estimates its importance will per-
severe in the effort to gain this restatemnent.
Ail the difference between fine and coarse
schiolarship ; between soundi iearning and
that wvhich is superficial: between clear and
vigorous thinkers and their opposites ; be-!
twveen mental tii-lht and mental daylight,;
may be, explained b>' this principie.

Tlhesc mifes, wvhicli follow from our lai,.
w«Il aid the teachcr in this most dificuit
and most necessar>' part of his task

RULS.-I. Remiember that it is the
pupit'S work, and not that of the teacher,
wvhicha it is sought to secure. Hence be
careful not to forestall, b>' too ready or too
much hielp, the action of the pupil's ovin
mind. Oni>' interfere ien the pupii's
powver refuse the task, or falter under its
difficuities. I-lellp too littie rather than too-
much.

-. Sec to it thiat the learner miasters fully,
the simple, elementar>' ideas and ternis in.
the lesson or subject, before advanciiig to
the more complex and difficult thoughts and
expressions.

3.Accustoni the pupils to tise language
with stricff attention to, its mneaning, and to-
strive for th,% best and clcarest expression.,
of their thoughts.

4. In Bible lessons especially, rnake the
Scriptural ternis familiar to, both mind andI
tongue, that they may carry their full weight
of rneaning without obscurit>' or feeblcness.~. aus2 often in the progress of a lesson
or subject to secure from pupils a fresh and
full xestatenieat of the facts and truths ai.
ready learned.

6. Cali into use the pupils kznowledge in-
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