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The Captain of the School.

When Peterkin, who is twelve, wrote
to us that there was a po-sibility (¢ but
don't count on it,” he taid) of his biinging
the captain of the school hom: wich him
for a holiday, we had little conception
what it meant. The captain we only know
by report a3 the “ man " who lift d hLg-
balls over pavilion und was ~aid to have
made o joke to the bh.ad-wast 's wife.
By-and-by we understood the distin.tion
that was to be confesred on us. Petrkin
instiu.led his mother to s.nd th- captain
& foumal invitation address:d ' J Raw-
lins, Bsq.” This was duae, It in sn h
a way that Peteckin fearid “ve mnght lose
ou: distinguished visitor. “* You shov'ar’t
bave a-k:d him for all th: holidays.”
Peterkin wrote, ‘as he nas promis d u
heap of f:llows.” Th-n cam: a coud s-
cending notv fiom the captain, suying that
if he could manage it h: would give us
a few days In this lett.r he roferred to
Peterkin as his young frivnd.  Peterkin
wiote shortly afterwards asking hissistur
Grizel to sepd him hor photograph. “1f
you haven't one.” h: added. *“ what is the
color of your eyes?’ Griz:l is cight.en.
which is also, I believe, the age of J.
Rawlins. We concluded thet th: captain
had bL2.n counding Poterkin about th- at-
tractions that our home could off.r him:
put Giizel n.ither sent h.r brother & photo-
graph nor any uccount of her personal ap-
pearan.se. ‘It doesn’t matter.,”” Peteikin
wrote kack; I told im you were dark.”
Grizel is rathor fair, Lbut P terkin bad not
noticed that.

TUp to the ve.y last h: was in anagony
lest the captain should disappoint him.
“Don’t tell anybody he is coming,” h:
advised us. *‘ for_ of course, there is no
saying what may tu n up.”" Neverth=less
the captain came and we gent th: dog-cait
to the station to we:t him and Potakin
On all previous occasions one of us had
gon? to the station with th: cart; lLut
Peterkin wrote asking us not to do so
this time. ** Rawlins hates any fuss,” he
said.

Somewhat to our relief, we found the
captnin mo:c modest than it would have
been reasonable tu (xpect. * This is Raw-
lins,” was Pueterkin's simple introdustion:
but it could not have been dun: with mosre
pride had the gusst ben Mr. W. G. Grace
himself. One thing T liked in Rawlins
from the first: his consideration for
others. When Poterkiv's mother and sis-
ter embraced that boy on th: doorstep.
Rawlins pretend:d mnot to see. Peterkin
frowned, however, at this show of af-
fection, and with a red face looked at th
captain to see how he took it. With much
good taste, Pcterkin said nothing about
this ‘“fuss ” on the doorstep, and I con-
cluded that he would let it slide. It has
so far been n characteristic of that boy
that he can let anything which is dis-
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agrecable cscape his memory. This time.
however. as 1 subsequently learned ho had
only bottled up his wrath to pour it out
upon his sister. Finding her alon: n the
course of the day, i+ open:d his mind by
remarking (hat this was a nice sort of
thing +Le had don: making & fool of him
before another fellow. Ask.d boldly—
for Grizel can be freezing on occasion not
ouly to her own brother, but to other
people’s L:oth -rs—what he m:ant, Petor-
kin inquired hotly if sh: was goung to
p-ctend that sh: had not kicsed him in
Rawhuns' presence. Grizel replied that jf
Rawlins thought anythiug of that he was
a nasty hoy; at which Peterkin cchoed
“boy ' with a grim laugh, and said he
vuly hoped she would sce the captain some
day when the ground suited his style of
bowling. Grizel replicd contemptuously
that the tim: wonld come when both
Potakin and his disagreeable friend would
Le glad to be kissed; upon which her
L.otker flung out of th: room, warmly
protesting that she had no right to bring
such charges against fellows.

Though Grizel was thus a little pre-
judiced against the captain, h: had not

. B
Leen & day in the house when we began

to feel the honor that his visit conferred
on us. 2 was mod.:st almost to the verge
of shyncss; but it was th> mod-sty that
is worn by a man who xnows he can af-
fo.d it. While Peterkin was there Raw-
Lins had no need to boast. for Peterkin
did (he boasting for him. When, how-
ever, the captain exorted himself to talk.
Peteikin was contented to retire into tho
shade and gaze at him. H: would look at
all of us from his seat in th: background
and note how Rawlins was striking us.
Peterkin's fac: as he gnz:d upon that of
the captain went far beyond the rapture
of a lover singing to his mistress's cye-
hiow. He feiched and cartied for him,
anticipated his wants as if Rawlins were
an invalid, and bore his rebukes meckly.
When Rawlins thought that Peterkin was
speaking too much, he had merely to tell
him to shut up, when Peterkin instantly
coliapsed. We noticed onc great change
in Peterkin.  Formerly, when he came
tome for the holidays he had strongly
objectea to making what he called draw-
ing-room calls but al} that was changed.
Now he went from house to house, showing
the captan off. *“ This is Rawlins.”’ re-
mained his {avorite form of introduc-
tion. He is a boy who can never feel
comfortable in a drawing-room, and 8o
the visits were genorally of short dura-
tion. They bad to go because they were
du? in another house in a quarter of an
hour or he had promised to let Jemmy
Clinker who is our local cobbler and a
great cricketer, sce Rawlins. When &
lady engaged th: captain in conversation
Peterkin did not scruple to sign to her
not to bother him too much; and if they
were asked to call again, Peterkin said

he couldn’t promise. Therc was & re-
markable thing the captain could do to
n walking stick. which Poterkiu wanted
him to do everywhere. It consisted in
Jyiug flat on the floor and th:n raising
yoursell iu an ecxtrnovdinary way by
means of the stick. I believe it is a very
difficult feat. and tho only time 1 saw
ou: guest prevailed upoan to perform it he
looked rather apoplectic. Sometimes he
would not do it, apparently because he
was not certain whether it was a digni-
fivd procerding. He found it very ho-d.
neverth:less, to resist the temptation, . 1d
it was the glory of Peterkin to see him
yield to it. Fiom certain noises heard in
Peterkin's bodroom it is believed that he
is p.actising the feat hims:lf.

Paterkin, you must be told. is an affec-
tionate boy, and almost demonstrative to
his relatives if no one is looking. He was
consequently very taxious to know what
the captain thought of us all, and biought
us our testimonials as proudly as if they
were medals awarded for saving life at
sea. It is pleasant to me to know that I
am the kind of governor Rawlins would
have liked hims:lf. had he required ome.
Porterkin's mother, however, is the cap-
tain's favorite. She pretend:d to take the
young man’s preference as a joxe when
her son informed her of it, but in reality
1 am sure she felt greatly relieved, If
Rawlins had objected to us it would have
put Peterkin iu a very ankward position.
As for Qrizel, tbe captan thinks her a
very mice littl: gir}, but * for choice,” he
says (according to Peterkin) *“ give him
& bigge: woman.” Grizel was greatly an-
noyed when ke told her this which niuch
surprised him. for he thought it quite as
much as she had any right' to expect. On
the whele, we were perhaps rather glad
when Rawlins left, for it was somewhat
trying to live up to him. Peterkin's mo-
ther. too, has discovered that her boy has
Lecome round-shorldered. It is b:lieved
that this is the result of a habit he ac-
quired when in Rawlins’s company of
leaning forward to catch what people were
«aying about the captain~J. M. Barrie.

S
A SPRINKLE OF SPICE.

1. Peter—Who's there ?

Spirit—I, Juy Gould.

St Peter—What have you ever Jone to
gain admission here ?

Spirit.—1 uever made a display of wmy
charity by having full accounts of my bene-
factions printed in all the papers with my
picture at the top: I never—

St Peter—That will do ; come in.~Brook-
1yn Eagle.

BRIVGET WAS IN IT, WITH BOTH FEET.

The Roman kitchens wero marble paved
and fuornished with pictures and statues.



