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Ser of pupils in anv reader is found
in the Third Reader; more than im
the Second, by 5,233. The number
of continuation classes is given as
431, but the attendance in these
classes is niot given. Whv ?

The attendance at our Second-
ary Schools during the year îioo

less )y 737 than in 1899. This
to us is unsatisfactorv, for the
iigher life of the province is very
largely dependent upon the Sec-
ondarv Schools of tle province.
Therefore, every symptom con-
nected with then should be iost
carefully considered.
. Does the programme of study
for the public school need revi-
sion ? We are constantlv being
met with such statenients as these
Mv child is niot oinc to colleg.,
and therefore. he need not waste
his time on such as &c, &c, or
mv boy is preparing for college,
and therefore I want him to give
all the time lie can to learn only
such branches as will fit him for
his college course. The source of
ail this divergence of view, is the
belief that the course of studv best
adapted to prepare a pupil for the
course of study at college is not
the best adapted for the general
affairs of life. This is the case not
only as regards the college, but
even as regards the high school.

When the present programme
of study for the public schools
was adopted, some years ago, the
oninion nrevailed that thc subjects
of study leading to a course at col-
lege were the best also to pre-
pare for performing the duiti.-cz
of a citizen, though lie should
never have opportunitv of entering
college. Is this the opinion now ?
Parents who wished their sons to

have the a(lvantage of a collegc
career cbjccted mostl. to such
branches of study as bookkeepmg.,
drawing and science, as then
taught. We mav iiow eliminate
science; for the science branches
of learnng have becoie so uport-
ant, and especially so in a ne w
country like Canada with its illinitt
aL!c resources of all kinds of mir-
erals, that nature studies arc very
much sought after in all our
schoo& For the same reason.
,rawing must be withdrawn, cn
une i, ound that it is necessarv in
the studN of science. Quite re-
cently in Ontario the University of
Toronto lias organized a depart-
mer.t of Commerce in which book-
keeping, of course, appears. From
tlie above it is manifest that the
objections from the parents' side
have all been removed by exten-
sion of studies at the colleges.

How does the case stand as be-
tween the public school and the
high school ? We know of no
subject which per se. is a.public
school subject for studv, and not
a high school subject also. If we
have made a mistake in this we
shall be glad to be corrected.
Therefore we hold strongly the op-
inion that pupils should enter the
higlh school as soon as thev can be
prepared for entrance. In manv
ways fiovs and girls can benefit by
attendance at the high school even
if they never attend a college. Not
only the children lose by being re-
stricted to the public schools, but
the whole country suffers an im-
mense loss by such short siglted
policy. These things, we write
from the most intimate personal
knowledge of what we are writing
and earnestly beg our fellow


