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that they involve. What we may do
with advantage is to consider whence
such evils spring, and what is their
most effectual remedy.

As regards the unhappy victims of
the rich man's lust, there is an econ-
omic side to the problem which is
doubtless difficult to deal with. That
the pressure of life should be so hard
upon some as to render the path of
virtue one almost impossible to tread
is, in itself, an evil of the first magni-
tude, and one which a more fully de-
veloped economic science must some
day grapple with. The efforts at
present being made, under the guid-
ance of a, purely sentimental impulse,
to provide improved dwellings for the
poor, and in other ways to force on
them higher modes of living, we do
not, we must confess, regard as very
hopeful. It is seldom that the state
succeds in paying Peter without rob-
bing Paul, or in closing the door to
one social abuse without opening it
to another and perchance a greater.
The economic problem, however, is
not the only one to consider, nor is
it perhaps the most important. The
educational problem demands equal
and more immediate attention, seeing
that the knowledge necessa'ry for its
solution is immediately available. As
every one is aware, a vast amount
has been done for popular education
in England within the last fifteen
years; yet it is precisely the children
who have been growing up during
the last ffteen years who are furnish-
ing prey for the " Minotaurs" and
other scoundrels of the metropolis.

The theory of state education is
that the state is- bound to see that its
juvenile members do not grow up
ignorant, and as a result of ignorance,
prone to vice. It is also held that
the state owes it to every youthful
citizen to furnish him or her with such
elements of education as may be
needed to fit them for employments
requiring a knowledge of reading and

writing. From the latter point of
view reading and writing are looked
upon in the light of tools ; but why
the state should be required to furnish
mental tools rather than material
ones-to furnish the child's head with
the multiplication-table, but not to
provide his hands with saw, axe, or
hammer-has never, to our mind,
been entirely evident. It seems to
us that if the state is to educate, the
whole strain and stress of its effort
should be to produce good citizens;
not to fit this boy for a counting-house
or that girl for a position as "sales-
lady," but to impart to both that
knowledge and imbue both with those
principles that make for the right
ordering of life and for the good of
society. The multiplication-table and
the rules of grammar may be found
valuable aids to these all-important
objects-we do not say they are not-
but we insist that they should be
looked upon and treated as means
always, as ends never; and as means
to no other objects than the ones
mentioned. It should be distinctly
understood and continually repeated
that the state has nothing to do with
this or that individual's success in «fe,
so far as that may be a matter of
competition; that the only "success"
the state can undertake to prepare
any one for is the success of good
conduct and of social adaptation.

Now it is evident that if state edu-
cation were dominated by this idea,
it would have to assume an essentially
scientific character. For the conduct
of life, what is wanted is not accom-
plishment of any kind whatever, but
knowledge of what life is and a sense
of its realities. A true education
will, therefore, find its basis in the
laws of life-physical, intellectual
and moral-and will aim at bringing
each irdividual face to face with the
great realities upon which happiness
depends. From such an education
all false prudery would be banished.
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