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retain whatever she particalarly wished. This was a great gratifi-
cation to Iscbel, tho’ she was too Lonorable to take an undue advan-
tage of this beuevole>¢ intention, indced she was almost too con-
seientious upon this point. - .-

The task before her was a sad one, and although she strove very
hard she could not restrain her tears as she made her selections.
She was soon joined by Mrs. Arnold, who told her she had come
to help her to peck, and that she shouid not leave until Isabel
accompanied her. “ Come” she said, kissing her affectionately,
¢ the sooner this pain{ul task is over my love the better. I have
good news for you. [ bave heard from Mrs. Arlington, and she
says that she shall be most happy to obtain the services of any one
recommended by me, The salary I find is only two hundred
dollars a year, it is indeed less than I expected; but you must
remember that this is your first engagement, no doubt if you
remain there a year or two, you will be able to obtain a much more
remunerative one.”

This announcement of Mrs. Arnold's brought to Isabel's mind
in fu’i force all the annoyances to which she would be subjected in
her new position, and clasping her hands, she gave- way to uncon-
trollable emotion,

“T do not wonder, dear, at your being disappointed, after what
you havebeen used to, two hundred dollars must seem a very paltry
sum. I dare say you gave nearly as much to your maid Harris,
but my dcar, as a governess your requirements will be less, so with
the wardrobe you now possess, you will be able to manage very
nicely.” '

“ Oh, Mrs. Arnold, I was not thinking about the salary, I am

sure T can make that do very well,” sobbed Isabel. “You are very
kind indeed to trouble yourself so much about me.”

“You need not go to Elm Grove at present, my love, you are
quite welcome to stay with me until you get over your loss a little,
ﬂgddfeel better able to conform to circumstances,” said Mrs, Arnold
kindly. : .

1sabel made an effort to respond gratefully to her kind friend,

and expressed a hope that she would shortly be able to undertake
the daties of her new situation.

I have no doubt you will be very comfortable at Elm Grové,
it is a lovely place. ~ Of course it will seem strange at first, but




