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“On Parliament Hill”
(By a Member of The Parliamentary 

Press Gallery)

Ottawa, April 7th, 1924.—If the 
vêtions in parliament of the 

Minister regarding Canada's 
efusal to ,be bound Iby the Treaty of 
ausaivne mean anything, they mean, 
ndoubtedly, that this Domdndon to 

not accepting any longer, sight un- 
i; the products of old-world dip

lomacy. Mr. King’s rending of a mass 
<rf correspondence exchanged be
tween Ms government and that of 
Great Britain made very clear that 
Canada, not invited to “sit in" at the 
■Lausanne conference, had taken the 
ground that she would not accept 
responsibility for any treaty arrived 
at by that conference. The Canadi
an Government from the outset, re
fused any promise of concurrence in 
an instrument whose framing no 
Canadian had assisted in and, when 
is message came from Right Hon
ourable Ramsay MacDonald, early in 
1924, asking if this parliament were 
ready to vote concurrence, the gov
ernment notified him that the matt
er would hot even he laid' ibefore par
liament, in that 'Canada was not 
doomed' to Ibe involved. The issue is 
not a vital one, perhaps, but the con- 
eistently reasonable handling of it by 
the King administration will tend to 
increase the estimation in which the 
senior Dominion is held by the Moth
er Country.

* * *

Thousands of Ontario citizens who 
irrespective of political leanings, 
ere friends of public ownership, 
end sincerely desirous of giving Sir. 
Henry Thornton at least a •'square 
deal" before abandoning Our Nat
ional system, would have learned 
much had they spent a day or two of 
lest week in the House 'of Commons. 
JMost of them, after hearing the in
ter-partisan, attacks on the National 
management, would have agreed with 
Honourable George P. Graham in his 
summary of the arguments advanced 
against the branch-Wne hills, viz; 
that the speakers saw no objection 
to a National’s branch provided it 
were to be built where it would give 
service but no dividends, but they 
objected very decidedly to the con
struction of any branch that was 
likely to take traffic from the Can
adian. Pacific and, possibly, -pay its 
own- way. In these phrases, the min
ister crystallized in a subtle manner 
much of the opposition to Sir. Henmy 
Thornton’s spring program of con
struction.
The bills have mot had an easy pass
age in the lower Chamber an ditheir 
reception in the Senate will met be 
enthusiastic. Deprived this session 
of the excuse it gave, last year, for 
■defeating the Branch Lines Bill, the 
Senate is apt to take its cues from 
the Commons and demand such de
tail as to embarrass the Nationas 
management. Already it is stated 
that Sir Henry Thornton will he sum
moned by the -Senate and made to 
testify, on oath, as ta the necessity 
for each proposed Mme.

* * *

No charge can 'he laid against the 
government, this session of delaying 
legislation, or of failing to be ready 
-with enough business to keep the 
House employed. Last year, the gov
ernment was unprepared and dilat
ory; this year, it to “on its toes" and 
eager. It made every effort to short
en the debate upon the Speech from 
the Throne; it instituted night sit
tings from the day of opening; it 
has reduced private members’ days 
to one per Week; it has kept the or
der paper filled with -government 
business ready for discussion; it 
has cut last year’s Easter recess of 
ten days to about half that number; 
it probably wil'l table the Budget be
fore Easter adjournment and alms to 
bring the session- to a close by the 
end of June, at the very latest. Con
sidering that parliament was sum
moned a full month later than 1923, 
the record of the -Ministry this sess
ion is highly deserving of praise.

In the corridors ard the catacombs 
that serve as member’s rooms, one 
hears more and more of the -moot 
question of Church Union. Shunned 
■t first by all as a topic of conver
sation, it' gradually came to be dis
cussed in discreet whispers, with 
here and there an- outspoken opin
ion by some less fearsome individu
el. Proceedings in the provincial 
•legislatures, however, particularly 
Hie events in Queen’s Park have 
emboldened Federal members and 
now wagers are being laid, in instan
ces, upon the fate of the bill. It is a 
matter of interest the Presbyterians 
bulk largest in number in the House, 
with 76 adherents, followed closely 
by the Roman Catholic group of 75. 
Methodists, Anglicans, Baptists and 
Congregatiomalists are -more evenly 
divided, but -the two denominations 
first named comprise fully two-thirds 
Of the House membership,

* * * X-

Of -partienfer interest to Ontario 
was Honourable Ernest Lapointe's 
statement, during debate on the 
Good resolution, that the government 
was prepared to bring in legislation 
in-' accord with the “dingle transfer
able vote” resolution, Mr. Lapointe 
urged the member tor Brant not to 
stake “all of nothing” in- respect of 
his demand tor adoption of the 
broader scheme of Proportional Re
presentation, -but to make haste 
slowly—provided the haste sent him 
in the desired objection-. The House 
generally saw the reasonableness of 
Mr Lapointe’S argument, -which 
paid attribute to the -manner in which 
Mr. Good had presented Ms case, 
but asked that he be satisfied to pro
ceed iby easy stages toward the goal. 
At -all events, it seems a certainty 
that the next election' will see the 
alternative vote idea given a trial 
in a number of constituencies.

• « •
Quite the liveliest division of the 

session, thus tor, was that of last 
week on the resolution moved -by T. 
E. Church (Toronto Conservative), 
calling for a “National policy in 
Goal" imposition o|f duties on that 
commodity entering Canada form the 
United States and preferential 
freight rates in Canada upon coal 
proceeding from the mines to mar
ket. The resolution, for which Mr. 
Church -had' -battled valiantly during 
two sessions was soon amended and 
sub-mended out of all semblance to 
the original. It finally was adopted 
os its own by the government (less 
the “duty”.and “preferential rates’" 
Clauses) and carried by a large maj 
ority. 
ity.

The fight preceding this ultimate 
happening, however, was full of ex
citements, not the least of wMtih 
came about when the government, 
sponsoring an amendment by W. F, 
Carroll (Liberal, Cape Breton), was 
defeated, on a Vote of 82 to 81. The 
division stood on the first, count, a 
tie (82.82) but conservative protests 
that Honourable R. E. Finn (Liberal 
Halifax), had entered the Chamber 
after the question had been called, 
were upheld1. The government lost 
Mr. Finn’s vote, lost the division and 
onstained its first reverse. This, how
ever, it quickly repaired by a brilli
ant piece of strategy.

Mr. Meighen, favoring a “National 
Policy” in' coal or anything else—ibut 
a little afraid of placing duties on 
anthracite coal ' needed in Ontario, 
was in a desperate strait. He could 
not support either of the amend
ments, nor the motion as it stood. 
He awaited defeat of both amend
ments and, just when the speaker 
was ready to call the main motion, 
nodded to one of his followers to 
move it—less the duty and preferen
tial rates clauses. A Liberal (FranX 
Cahill) “beat Mm to it”. He caught 
the eye of the chair, moved exact
ly the amendment Mr. Meighen plan
ned to -move, adopted for the gov
ernment a Co-neerative resolution 
(now shorn of its objectionable fea
tures), and gallly carried with him 
the tide of battle under colors tem
porarily “borrowed’’’ from 
clever enemy.

WOMEN OF 
MIDDLE AGE

May Paw die Critical Period Safely 
and Comfortably by Taking 

Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable 
Compound.

Regina, Sask.—"I was goin<
Change of Life and suffered for two 

] years with headache, 
nervousness, sleep
less nights and gen
eral weakness. Some 
days I felt tired and 

I unfit to do my work. 
I gave Lydia E. 
Pinkham’s Vege
table Compound 
trial and found good 
results, and I also 
find it a very helpful 
Spring tonicanduse-

___________ ful for constipation
which I suffer much. I have rec

ommended Vegetable Compound to sev
eral friends, and am willing you should 
publish this.”—Mrs. Martha W. Lind
say, 810 Robinson St., Regina, Saak.

If you have warning symptoms such 
as a sense of suffocation, hot flashes, 
headaches, backache, dread of impend
ing evil, timidity, sounds in the ears, 
palpitation of the heart, sparks before 
the eyes, irregularities, constipation, 
variable appetite, weakness, inquiet
ude, and dizziness, get a bottle of Lydia 
E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound and 
begin taking the medicine at once. We 
know it will help you as it did Mrs. 
Lindsay.

H^yOUR AD. HERE 
WOULD PAY !
See Page Two For Rate».

Ottawa, April 14tih, 1924:—The 
outstanding event in Parliament dur
ing the past week was, of course, the 
presentation of the Budget. It was 
this year a Budget that was more 
camvaosetd in advance and more eag
erly awaited than any since those of 
pre-wjar days. . ,

Thé stage was set for Honorable 
James Robb, acting Minister of Fin
ance, with unusual regard! for polit
ical dramatics. The miller from Vql- 
leyfiedd, whose real portfolio until 
recently was that of Trade and Com
merce, was deputizing for tike first 
time for thft grand old mam. otf Lib
eralism, Right Honorable W.S. Field
ing; the galleries of parliament were 
filled with the semi-official lobbyists 
of scores of mamitoteturing interests, 
very much icoMcemed as to the out
come; the country at large was in a 
state of disquiet—sensible that some- 
thinigiwab to happen, but confused by 
inspired propaganda to the effect 
that tjjere would be tariff charges of 
a dangerous character; wMle on the 
other band had been, the prophesy 
made et Windsor, two weeks ago, by 
the 'Conservative Leader, that the 
Liberals would mot dare to tinker 
with the fiscal scheme of Canada. All 
these factors contributed to a stage- 
setting unique in recent years, the 
effect of which could not have been 
lost upon an experienced Minister of 
Finance, let alone one who was pre
senting hto very first Budget.
Mr. Robb’s Well-Told Story.

Mr. Robb acquitted himself splen
didly. To the extreme satisfaction of 
the Press 'Gallery, he overcame the 
handicap of a poor speaking-voice 
and for forty minutes read from his 
manuscript in tones that carried to 
every comer of the Chamber. Rapid
ly and logically he built up his clear, 
concise statement,—a reduction since 
last year, in Canada’s net debt of 
430,000,000; a proposed reduction in 
taxation, during the ensuing year of 
424,000,000; general reduction of 
the sales tax from six to five per 
cent; a fifty per cent reduction; of 
the sales tax on boots, shoes, rubber 
footwear, biscuits, canned vegetables 
and canned fruits; complete removal 
of the sales tax on mining, farming 
and lumbering machinery, binder 
twine, milk foods, provisions and 
breadbbuffs; a 'lowering of the cus
toms tariff, Iboth preferential and 
general, and 'by “cute" ranging from 
thirty to fifty per cent, on agricul
tural and dairying implements and 
on mining and lumbering machinery; 
and the placing ef fertilizers oq the 
free list.

These were the high lights in the 
most business-like Budget parliament 
has heard in many years; a Budget 
■that 'drew prolonged arid thunderous 
applause from government and Pro
gressive benches.
Popular Effect of the Budget

And, in that respect, parliament on 
Budget dlay was a cross-section of 
Canada. In. the House, three-quarters 
of the membership wais satisfied, one 
quarter was dissatisfied. In the 
country, the propounderatirjg mass 
of citizembood owing allegiance to 
either Liberal and1 Progressive prin
cipled is pleased; a amodier element 
—that believing in high protection- 
is displeased. The matron-wide re
action to the Budget utterance has 
been on the whole favorable to a de 
gree. Farmers, fishermen', lumber
men. and miners see in- it a welcome 
relief from high prices for their ma
chinery of production. Merchants 
tradesmen and salesmen welcome it 
as a release warrant from restricting 
trade entanglements. Consumers of 
the necessities of life- and taxpayers 
generally .must be impressed with a 
cut of $24,000,000 in the coat of the 
■necessities of life. Buyers and sellers 
of everything that is or can be 
bought and sold are glad to he rid 
of at least a part of sales tax oppres
sion and welcome the general reduc
tion in that impost. Even manufac
turera of some of the very lines from 
which is removed a portion of their 
protection are reasonable in .their 
criticism and' are frankly admitting 
that tlheir loas in direct paternalism 
may 'be more than compensated for 
in the free 'buying and selling that 
must result from the sales tax 
aibolitioms and reductions. The re
action is favorable, and growing 
more so as the days pass and the full 
effect of the Budget resolutions are 
comprehended.
Another Record Majority Likely.

And in the House itself? A fort
night will tell, when the division bells 
ring, but already there is growing a 
feeling that the majority of the gov
ernment may be nearly that of the 
record-breaking erne it secured on the 
Address. In. other words, there may 
be very feiw Liberal “bolters.” It had 
been deemed inevitable, following 
their declarations1 on the tariff-clause 
in the 'Speech from the Throne, that 
Messrs., Marier, Euler, Raymond, 
Mitchell, Laflamme and several other 
Liberals, vote against their party in 
the event of that tariff clause being 
implemented. The clause has been 
implemented'—but the government 
may not lose these votes. There is a
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possibility—-indeed', a strong proba
bility—.that the members named 
above will oanitemt themlselves with a 
frank Statement of their position, 
from the viewpoint of their 'constitu
ents, and let it go at that. They re
gard tariff-reform as inevitable, even 
if at the expense, (temporarily at 
least,) of their particular constitu
ency, and they may see mo. gain in 
voting against the great majority of 
their party Who 'believe that fiscal 
reform to in the best interests of 
Canada as a whole.

.More than, that, the Prime Min
ister may gain! He may secure net 
only the voting-strength, but the de- 
ba'ting-strenigth of the stating Inde
pendent, Andrew McMaster of 
Bromo. Andrew may come back to 
the Liberal seat he left last session 
and again attend the party caucus. 
Probably he will. Probably, too, 
will’ an o -her I-mdependleint-iLiberal 
who has been sitting among the elect 
but refusing to, attend caucuses, 
Honourable A. B. Hudson of Winni
peg. It to 'certain that 'both of these 
gentlemen regard the Budget as an 
expression of Liberalism, and wel
come it as such.
Attacking The National Railway

Practically all the resolutions cov
ering branch-line construction on the 
Canadian National Railways were 
given approval1 last week Iby the 
Commons and now will appear before 
the Railway Committee. The bitter 
opposition that met the first few 
resolutions continued during the dis
cussion of practically the entire 'lot, 
growing in, bitterness, if anything, as 
it progressed. The feature of the 
whole debate—apart from the solici
tous attitude of scores of members 
as to the enlcrcalchment of the Na
tionals upon “holy ground"’ already 
occupied by the Canadian Pacific 

•was the Slashing attack on Sir Henry 
Thomton/’s Directors by Honourable 
H. Stevens of Vancouver. Mr. Stev
ens spared no words in Ms condem
nation .of the members of the Board 
and his words were echoed by many 
others in his group. It was some 
what significant, however, that, fol

lowing his diatribe, the resolutions 
that remained on the order paper 
went through with very little debate. 
The Home Bank Depositor».

Bank depositors i,n 'Canada may 
wait a while for the scheme of L. J. 
Ladner ( Conservative, Vancouver), 
to guarantee deposits up to a value 
of 43,000. The House debated the 
proposal for an entire afternoon but 
strangely enough, showed little inter
est in the idea. There to little likeli
hood that the debate will! be conclud
ed this session.
Courage to S«y “No."

The Prime Minister concluded a 
week of signal achievement by giv
ing courteous but firm refusal to 
the prayer of a huge and .influential 
deputation from Toronto which came 
to demand' the expenditure of mil
lions of dollars on the waterfront 
viaduct in that city. The deputation 
—which came 120 strong, by special 
trains and which comprised represent 
atives of every political, social, civic 
a mi business circle in the Queen's 
City—was told very plainly that 
economy “to the bare bone” was the 
policy of the government; that'public 
works throughout Canada were being 
held up for lack of funds; that the 
government was finding difficulty in 
securing from parliament approval 
of Sir Henry Thornton’s 'branch-line 
program and that first things must 
come first. The government, he 
assured his hearers, was ini no sei.se 
repudiating its contract with Toronto 
but (this very decidedly) It was not 
going to be stampeded into imple
menting that contract immediately 
and at the expense of other parts of 
Canada.
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